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Streaky and Squeaky

Madagascar is an island country in the 

in Madagascar and noticing hurried 
movements in the plants below you. You 
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snouts that look almost like bird beaks. The 
creatures are quite small – maybe the size 

covered with spines like a hedgehog. They 
are brightly coloured like a bumblebee with 
yellow streaks running down their backs and 

They are not hedgehogs, birds or 

Are all tenrecs the same?

Lowland streaked tenrecs look unlike 

as spectacularly weird as their lowland 
cousins, but they have white stripes running 
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Both highland and lowland streaked tenrecs 
are very social animals and are the only 

What do tenrecs eat?

and beetle larvae. They sometimes stamp 

vibrations, which may increase earthworm 

eat anything harder, it could damage or even 

communicate?

communicate with each other. They make 
high–pitched sounds when they need to 



Page 7 STA/24/8811/MLe

stridulation.

What is stridulation?

tenrec has special spines on its back that it 
can rub together to produce high–pitched 
squeaks and chirps. Crickets and other 
insects commonly use stridulation to 
communicate.

streaked tenrecs stridulate because they 

specialist microphone to pick up and record 
the sounds.

What issues are streaked tenrecs 

anywhere else in the world. In recent years 
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are in decline. Streaked tenrecs play an 
important role in their habitat as they hunt 

animals like birds and snakes. Without 

tenrecs?

tenrecs by keeping some in zoos, this is not 
necessarily the best solution due to their 

groups or pairs.

these animals by breeding them in captivity, 
so that people around the world can learn 
about the marvellous streakiness and 
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Louie shows her circus skills to her 

ever shown anyone her ability to walk 
across a tightrope.

The Girl who Walked 
on Air

 

CIRCUS
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amazement.

About Blondin*, my hero. And that while he, 

* Charles Blondin was a French 
tightrope walker and acrobat who was 
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thought made me giggle. Or maybe it was 

My mind went quiet. I stood up slowly, 

The entire world had shrunk right down 
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other side I stopped. Turned right round to 

was in my ankles as they worked to keep 
me upright. I started walking again, this 

my wrists, stopping to crouch down and 

watched. It made me think harder about how 
I moved, what shapes and lines I made.

When I reached the middle, the rope began 
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I made do with outstretched arms. Bending 
my knees a little helped too. Slowly, surely, 

tree trunk and grinned down at him.

started, I wanted more. More people, more 

Focus, Louie.

my mind cleared. I stepped out onto the 

was strolling in the park. Then I turned right 
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unable to speak.
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near Mussoorie, in northern India.

The Leopard

As I began climbing, the grunting and 
chattering increased, as though the 

rattling down the steep hillside, and I 
looked up to see a sinewy, orange–gold 
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above me.

must have sensed my presence, because 
he slowly turned his head and looked down 

courage, I clapped my hands sharply, the 
leopard sprang away into the thickets, 
making absolutely no sound as he melted 
into the shadows. I had disturbed the animal 

I saw the leopard again, although I was 

cough sometimes gave it away. At times I 
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Once, when I was late getting home, and 

I looked around nervously, and saw two 

stood still, my heart banging away against 
my ribs. Then the eyes danced away, and I 

deer, which had only been partly eaten. I 
wondered why the leopard had not hidden 

have been disturbed while eating.

hunters resting beneath the oaks. They 

had not. They said they knew there was a 
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Leopard skins, they told me, were selling 

they gave me to understand that there were 

and disturbed.

deer, and they had seen the leopard paw 
prints, and so they kept coming to the 

away.

seen, and even the monkeys had moved 
on. The pine martens, who had previously 
become bold, now dashed into hiding at my 
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One day, I was out walking and came across 
the entrance to a cave. The silence was so 
absolute that it seemed to be ringing in my 

I was becoming increasingly aware: the 

I paused and looked about. I was alone. 

stone. Perhaps the leopard was crouching 
there in the dark, watching me, recognising 
me, knowing me as the man who walked 
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I like to think that he was there, that he 
knew me, and that he acknowledged my 

altogether.

human in his midst. I did not venture any 

seek physical contact, or even another 

wanted, and I think he gave it to me.

But did the leopard, trusting one man, 
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