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Dear 

Thank you for your email of 5 March 2024 to the Ministry of Defence (MOD) requesting the 
following information: 

ul recently submitted a Freedom of Information request to the MOD for the Service 
Records of Baron John Desmond Brayley MC, Regimental Number 183734, and was 
pleased to receive the attached document within 3 weeks! My reason for applying for 
his records was because I was led to believe by Baron Brayley's living relatives that 
he was injured during WW2 prior to operations in North-West Europe, so I couldn't 
understand why, when his medals were sold at auction in May 2019, they included 
the France & Germany Star (as per this link). 

As you can see from the penultimate page of Baron Brayley's service records, it 
would appear that his injury was not sustained until March 1945, but there is nothing 
listed for him between being posted to Airborne Forces Depot at Hardwick on 2nd 
May 1944, and his hospitalisation in Dumfries on the 8th March 1945 - which would 
be the period for which he could have earned the France & Germany Star. So, I was 
wondering if it is possible to understand the circumstances under which he qualified 
for the award." 

I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 

A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence and I 
can confirm that all the information in scope of your request is held. 

Officials within the'Ministry of Defence Medal Office (MODMO) have reviewed Baron 
Brayley's medal entitlement and can confirm that there is no entitlement to the France and 
Germany Star based on the record provided. The CS20 medal card for Baron Brayley has 
been located at The National Archives (TNA) and further shows that the France and 
Germany Star was not issued. A copy of the card can be found at Annex A. 

Baron Brayley's entitlement is as follows: 

1939-45 Star 
Africa Star with 1st Army Clasp 
Italy Star 
Defence Medal 
War Medal 1939-45 



Mentioned in Dispatches 

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the 
first instance. 

If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, 
you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights 
Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO­
FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made 
whhin 40 working days of the date of this response. 

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint 
directly to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not 
normally investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has been completed. 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner's Office, 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and 
powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website at 
https://ico.org.uk/. 

Yours sincerely, 

Defence Business Services (Secretariat) 



Annex A to FOl2024/04284 
Dated 3 April 2024 


