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Thank you for your email of 4 December 2023 and 7 February 2024 to Ministry of Defence 
(MOD), requesting the following information: 

"1. I seek disclosure/re/eased copy of the full case file [hard copy and/or electronic 
disclosure(s) - including as a non-exhaustive list: submissions for commemoration, 
reference documents, correspondences, discussion notes, photographs, findings and 
decision etc.) for the Non-Commemoration case for the late Lt. Col. Algernon Henry 
DUMARESQ, Royal Engineers, died 31 May 1917, undertaken on behalf of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission [Submission NC 11820). 

2. Similarly, further disc/osure(s) of any relevant previous file(s) etc. for 
submission(s)/decision(s) relating to Lt. Col. DUMARESQ [should they not be included in 
the previously referred to file, NC 11820). 

I want the recent, 2023, JCCC I CWGC commemoration non-commemoration 
adjudication case file for the late Lt-Col DUMARESQ [and possibly previous such 
files(s)J. 

I await your full disclosure" 

I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 

A search for the information has now been completed within the MOD and information in scope 
of your request is held and can be found in the zip file at Annex A. 

Please note that some documents are difficult to read due to the age of them, however, I can 
confirm that the copies attached are the clearest the department holds. 

I can advise that some of the information in scope of your request falls entirely within the scope 
of the exemption provided for at Sections 40 (Personal Data) of the FOIA and has been 
redacted. 

Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal 
information as governed by the Data Protection Act 2018. Section 40(2) requires the 



Department to conduct a balancing exercise, this exercise involves balancing the rights and 
interests of individuals against the legitimate interests in disclosure, this is not the same as 
carrying out the.public interest test associated with certain exemptions in FOIA. 

The balancing exercise is carried out [n order to decide whether the absolute exemption in 
section 40(2) is engaged. In particular, there is no assumption of disclosure in the legitimate 
interests test, as there is with qualified exemptions. The outcome of the balancing exercise lay 'I" 

in withholding the third-party personal data identified in the atta~hed information. 

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance. 

If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, you 
can request an i"ndependent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance 
team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI­
IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 
working days of the date of this response. 

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to 
the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information 
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until 
the MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 SAF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner 
can be found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/. 

Yours sincerely, 

Defence Business Services Secretariat 













From: Commemorations <commemorations@cwgc.org> 
Sent: fl Nfl'/Pmb 2023 08:42 
To: DBS AFV-JCCC Commem S02) 
Cc: jS AFV-JCCC Commem 1 ________ DBS AFV-JCCC 

Commem 1 AO) 
Subject: NC 11820 - Lt Cot Dumaresq 
Attachments: Dumaresq - GRR.png; Dumaresq SR - ll.png; Dumaresq SR - l.png; 1917-05-31-a-h-

dumaresq-text- 1-cropped.jpg; 1917-05-31-a- h-dumaresq-text-2-cropped.jpg; 
Dumaresque DC.png; Dumaresq - London Gazette 15 April 1916 ll.pdf; Dumaresq - 

London Gazette 15 April 1916 l.pdf; Bristol_Times_and_Mirror_15_ApriL1916_0010 
(1).jpg; Dumaresq - Army List May 1917.png; 104615362.30.jpg; 104610226.30.jpg 

Dear ____ ____ 

Email 4 of 4 - should be my final email relating to this batch of cases! 

The associated evidence for NC 11820 (Lt Cot Dumaresq) - is packaged separately, because the combined PDF made 
several documents very small, so hopefully this format is easier. 

An unusual case, arguably it should have been rejected at triage. However the Enquirer has been vociferous, and 
endorsed by a Great War Forum thread following the outcome of the case. Their viewpoint is that the available 
evidence does not show Lt Col Dumaresq had relinquished his Commission at the time of his death (so therefore 
requested that we supply evidence to indicate why the individual doesn't warrant commemoration, because he 
should be treated as a Death in Service case). However, the Enquirer knows of the GRR categorisation 'Not A War 
Grave', and that we will not speculate on the reasons why that assessment was made. 

Web links for the available documents accessible via: 

Service Papers within WO-25-3917_04 - https://discovery. nationala rchives.gov.uk/details/r/C1163614 
" Obituary Web Link - https://ietarchiveswwl.wordpress.com/2017/06/05/97th-iee-member-to-fa Il- in-world-

wa r-1- lieutena nt-colonel-a-h-duma resg 
" https://digitat.nts.uk/british-mitita ry-tists/archive/104610224 

" https//digital.nls.uk/british-milita ry-lists/archive/104615360 
" https://digita l.nls.uk/british-military- lists/archive/104631056 

Many thanks, 

Commemorations 

COMMONWEALTH 
WAR GRAVES 

?lt1T 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
2 Marlow Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 7DX, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 1628 634221 1 Website: www.cwgc.org 
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CWGC Case Officer: 

Casualty Details 

Nationality: 
Rank: 
Forename: 
Surname: 
Regiment: 
Unit: 

Next of Kin: 

United Kingdom 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Algernon Henry 
Dumaresq 
Royal Engineers 

Start Date of Service: Not Known 

Case Reference: 
IFCP Ref (if applicable): 

Enquirer: 

Service Number: 
Force: 
Date of Death: 
Age: 
Awards: 
CWD Reporting 
Authority: 

11820 

Richard Bagshaw 

Army 
31-05-1917 

End Date of Service: 31-05-1917 

Circumstances / Historic categorisation 'Not a War Grave', GRR shows burial in Kensal Green (All Souls) 

Cause of Death: Cemetery. Enquirer argued that there was no evidence Lt Col Dumaresq had 
relinquished his commission when he died, so put forward as Death in Service. 
Occupation given as Inspector of Electric Lights at the War Office. Statement of Services 
in WO-25-3917_04 shows service from 1889 (including the South African War) and 
substantive rank promotion to Brevet Lt Col in 1915. Name also recorded in May 1917 
Army Lists, and Death Certificate lists occupation as RE Colonel. Newspaper accounts 
for award of Croix d'Officier of the Legion of Honour (France) in 1916 (London Gazette, 
15 April). 

Evidence: ["Death Certificate"," Newspaper/Obituary","Service Record"," Military Lists; 

Army Lists; CWGC GRRF"] 

Commemorations War Casualty Non-Commemoration Review Form Page 1 of 2 
Created: l4january 2022 



Criteria for Death in service 
Commemoration: 

Case Officer The pencil annotation of 'Family Grave' on the GRR infers Lt Col Dumaresq's 
Comments: next of kin may have had an existing grave plot within the cemetery (perhaps 

extensive pre-War career led to family decision not to commemorate him as a 
FWW casualty). Unable to tell from the available evidence why Lt Col Dumaresq 
was assessed as 'Not A War Grave', but as an affirmative outcome, we would 
seek to uphold that historic Commission decision, in the knowledge that the 
information detailing the reasons for the categorisation may no longer exist. 
Whilst there is evidence that the individual would meet the Commission's 
criteria for commemoration as a Death in Service case and death occurred 
within the qualifying dates, there are not grounds to warrant overturning the 
historic decision that Lt Col Dumaresq was not to be considered a 
Commonwealth war casualty, for reasons undetermined. Therefore 
recommend that the case be rejected for commemoration. 

Case Officer Reject Date of Review: 01-11-2023 
Recommendation: 

Adjudicating Officer 
Comments: 

Decision: 

Adjudicating Officer 
Name: 

Date of Adjudication: Not Yet Adjudicated 

Commemorations War Casualty Non-Commemoration Review Form 
Created: l4January 2022 

Page 2 of 2 







3994 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 15 APRIL, 1916.

2432 Private J. Westwood, oth (The Weald
of Kent) Battalion, East Kent Regiment, T.F.

For conspicuous gallantry in repeatedly
bringing up ammunition under heavy fire.

7441 Company Serjeant-Major J. P.
Whelan, 1st Battalion, Connaught Rangers.

For conspicuous gallantry in continuing to
lead his men after being twice slightly
wounded. He set a fine example, and has
been previously noted for bravery.

79338 Serjeant G. Whitaker, 181st Tunnel-
ling Company, Royal Engineers.

For conspicuous gallantry in repeatedly
entering an enemy gallery and assisting to
lay charges to destroy it.

15910 Private J. F. Whitehead, 2nd Batta-
lion, Leicestershire Regiment.

For conspicuous gallantry in carrying
messages, under heavy fire. Later he joined
the firing line and set a fine example.

Corporal C. Whiteley, Indian Unattached
List, attached 33rd Divisional Signal Company
(formerly No. 9602, 1st Battalion, Manchester
Regiment).

For conspicuous gallantry in laying a
telephone wire under heavy fire at close
range.

6641 Company Serjeant-Major R. Whitfield,
1st Canadian Infantry Battalion.

For conspicuous gallantry. A post in rear
of the line having been severely shelled, he
made his way up under heavy shell fire.
When the post was evacuated, he returned to
rescue two machine gunners who had been
buried, and whose cries for help he had
heard. He showed throughout absolute dis-
regard for personal safety.

21249 Lance-Corporal W. Williams, 14th
Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers.

For conspicuous gallantry when, with an
officer, he went to an isolated post under
heavy fire, and carried into safety through
the wire a wounded man.

4406 Serjeant-Farrier H. Woodroffe, 14th
Hussars.

For conspicuous gallantry in returning
under heavy fire to bring away a Private who
had lost his horse.

3749 Squadron Serjeant-Major J. Wright,
14th Hussars.

For conspicuous gallantry in going on his
own initiative under heavy fire to withdraw a
patrol.

8848 Private S. Yapp, 2nd Battalion,
Leicestershire Regiment.

For conspicuous gallantry in continually
carrying messages under heavy fire.

The President of the French Republic has
bestowed the decoration of the Legion of
Honour, with the approval of His Majesty the
King, on the undermentioned officers, in recog-
nition of their distinguished service during the
campaign:—

Croix de Commandeur.
Major-General Robert Dundas Whigham,

C.B., D.S.O., Deputy Chief, Imperial
General Staff.

Major and Brevet Colonel (temporary Briga-
dier-General) Frederick Barton Maurice,
C.B., Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regi-'
ment, Director of Military Operations.

Lieutenant-Colonel (temporary Brigadier-
General) John Henry Twiss, C.B., Royal
Engineers.

Major (temporary Brigadier-General) Alex-
ander Walter Frederic Baird, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., The Gordon Highlanders.

Cfoix d'Offider.
Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick Cuthbert Poole,

D.iS.O., (Reserve of Officers) Royal Artil-
lery.

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel (tempo-
rary Colonel) Henry Francis Edward Free-
land, M.V.O., Royal Engineers.

Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel) Harold
Franz Passawer Percival, D.S.O., Army Ser-
vice Corps, temporary Assistant Director,
War Office.

Croix de Chevalier.
Honorary Colonel Alan Ian, Earl Percy, Tyne

Electrical Engineers, Royal Engineers,
Territorial Force (formerly Captain, Grena-
dier Guards), General Staff, War Office.

Ldeutenant-Oolonel (temporary Colonel)
Ernest Dunlop Swinton, D.S.O., Royal
Engineers, late Assistant Secretary, Com-
mittee of Imperial Defence.

Captain Eric Henry Bonham, M.V.O., 2nd
Dragoons (Royal Scots Greys).

The President of the French Republic has
bestowed the decoration of the Legion of
Honour, with the approval of His Majesty the
King, on the undermentioned officers, in recog-
nition of their distinguished service in connec-
tion with the War: —

Commandeur.
Sir Reginald Herbert Brade, K.C.B., Secre-

tary of the War Office and Secretary to t"he
Army Council.

Colonel (temporary Major-General) Charles
Edward Callwell, C.B.

Croix d'Officier.
Colonel Edward Agar (retired pay), General

Staff, War Office.
Colonel Walter Coote Hedley, C.B., General

Staff, War Office.
Lieutenant-Colonel and Brevet Colonel (tempo-

rary Brigadier-General) Malcolm Peake,
C.M.G., Royal Artillery, Assistant Adju-
tant-General, War Office.

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Basil
Thorold Buckley, Northumberland Fusiliers,
General Staff, War Office.



SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 15 APRIL, 1916. 3995

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Alger-
non Henry Dumaresq, Eoyal Engineers,
Inspector of Electric Lighting, War Office.

Groix de Chevalier.

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Walter
Dally Jones (retired pay), late Wiltshire
Regiment, Assistant Secretary, Committee
of Imperial Defence.

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel (tempo-
rary Lieutenant-Colonel) Charles Michell
Aloysius Wood, Northumberland Fusiliers,
Temporary Assistant Adjutant-General,
War Office.

Major Charles Lancelot Storr, 54th Sikhs,
Indian Army, Assistant Secretary, Com-
mittee of Imperial Defence (formerly
attached War Office).

Major Edward Lisle Strutt, 3rd Battalion,
Eoyal Scots, General Staff, War Office.

Major George Davey Symonds (Reserve of
Officers), late Royal Artillery, General
Staff, War Office.

Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel) Edgar
Lockyer Wheeler, Royal Artillery, tempo-
rary Assistant Director, War Office.

Temporary Captain Sir George Compton Archi-
bald Arthur, Bart., M.V.O., late Imperial
Yeomanry, Private Secretary to the Secre-
tary of State for War, War Office.

Captain Louis George Stanley Reynolds, 8th
(City of London) Battalion, The London
Regiment, Territorial Force, Private Secre-
tary to the Quartermaster-General, War
Office.

Herbert James Greedy, Esq., C.B., M.V.O.,
Private Secretary to the Secretary of State
for War, War Office.

Printed and Published for His Majesty's Stationery Office, by W rMAK & SONS, Ltd., Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E,C.
Saturday, 15 April, 1916.

Price Four Pence.
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