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1. Summary

In 2022: 

• The final ODA:GNI ratio was 0.51 per cent.
• In 2022, UK Official Development Assistance (ODA) spend was

£12,786 million, an increase of £1,363 million (11.9 per cent increase) on
2021.

• UK bilateral ODA spend was £9,640 million (75.4 per cent of total UK
ODA) while UK core funding to multilaterals was £3,146 million (24.6 per
cent of total UK ODA).

• In 2022, £3,690 million of ODA was in the form of in-donor refugee
costs (28.9% of UK total ODA). This represents a £2,638 million increase
compared to 2021 when its share of total ODA was 9.2%. The trends
presented in this report reflect this increase.

• The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) spent
£7,635 million on ODA in 2022, compared with £8,175 million in 2021 (a
decrease of £540m). The FCDO’s share of total UK ODA stood at 59.7
per cent in 2022, a decrease from 71.6 per cent in 2021.

• Non-FCDO spend on ODA (by Other Government Departments and other
contributors of UK ODA) was £5,151 million in 2022, compared with
£3,248 million in 2021 (an increase of £1,903m). The non-FCDO share
was 40.3 per cent, up from 28.4 per cent in 2021.

• Africa remained the largest recipient of UK region-specific bilateral ODA
in 2022 – accounting for 42.2 per cent.  However, in 2022 ODA to Africa
decreased by £486 million (28.1 per cent) to £1,241 million.

• The top three recipients of UK bilateral country specific ODA were
Afghanistan (£353m), Ukraine (£342m) and Nigeria (£110m).

• The largest amount of bilateral ODA was focused on the sectors
‘Refugees in Donor Countries’ (£3,690m), ‘Humanitarian (£1,109m)
and ‘Health’ (£966m).
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2. Setting the scene on Official Development
Assistance

1 A glossary, explaining key terms used throughout this report, is available in Annex 1 

What is ODA? 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) is provided according to the standardised 
definitions and methodologies of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC). ODA (also known as 
aid) is defined as resource flows to developing countries and multilateral organisations, 
which are provided by official agencies (e.g. the UK Government) or their executive 
agencies, where each transaction meets the following requirements: 

• It is administered with the promotion of the economic development and welfare of
developing countries as its main objective; and

• It is concessional, including grants and soft loans1.

Which countries are ODA eligible? 

The list of countries eligible to receive ODA is set by the OECD DAC. Gross National 
Income (GNI) per capita below the World Bank high-income threshold defines the 
coverage and boundaries of the list. It includes all low, lower-middle and upper-middle 
income countries, except for those that are members of the G7 or the European Union 
(including countries with a firm accession date for EU membership). The DAC reviews the 
list every three years. Countries ‘graduate’ if they have surpassed the high-income GNI 
per capita threshold for the three consecutive years prior to a graduation year. 
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Table 1 shows that in 2022: 
• The ODA:GNI ratio was 0.51 per cent. This shows that the UK has spent

in line with the government’s decision to spend around 0.5 per cent of
Gross National Income on ODA in 2022.

• UK ODA was £112,786 million in 2022, an increase of £1,363 million (11.9
per cent) compared to 2021. This was principally due to growth in the size
of the UK economy, which grew from £2,267 billion in 2021 to £2,506
billion in 20222  - an annual growth of over 10 per cent – and also the
additional resources made available by the government, some of which
was spent in 2022.

Table 1: UK GNI estimates, total UK ODA and ODA:GNI ratios, 2021 – 2022, 
Current prices (£ millions).  

a. GNI figure is taken from June 2022 ONS estimate

4.2 Long-term trends in UK ODA spend 
Figure 1 shows the trend in UK ODA since 1970. Overall there has been a 
steady increase in the volume of UK ODA since 1970, with a peak achieved in 
2005 and 2006 which was driven by high levels of debt relief, and a steep 
increase in 2013 when the UK Government first met the 0.7 per cent 
ODA:GNI target ratio. As the UK commitment to spend 0.7 per cent on ODA is 
based on the UK GNI (a key economic measure), when GNI 
increases/decreases, the UK ODA spend will in turn increase/decrease. 

Between 2013 and 2019, UK ODA continued to increase in line with growth in 
the UK’s GNI. Since the step change seen in 2013, the next relatively large 
increase in the level of ODA is seen in 2016 (by £1.2bn) and reflects the 
switch to the European System of Accounts (ESA) 2010 methodology for 
measuring GNI. This consequently increases UK ODA spend and meets the 
0.7 per cent ODA commitment on that basis. The decrease in 2020 ODA 
spend reflects the decrease in the size of the economy in 2020 as a result of 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  

The decrease in 2021 ODA spend reflects the government’s decision to 
reduce ODA from 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income in 2020 to 0.5 per 
cent in 2021. Since 2021 there has been a 11.9 per cent increase in ODA 

2 Gross National Income: Current price: Seasonally adjusted £m, 2022, ONS 
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spend to £12,786 million in 2022, principally reflecting the recent growth in the 
economy. 

Figure 1 shows the levels of ODA in 2022 are broadly similar to levels seen in 
2015. 

Figure 1: UK ODA levels (£ billions) and ODA:GNI ratios (%), 1970 - 2022 

Figure 1 legend: The blue bars represent UK ODA spend from 1970 to 2022, the pink line is the 
calculated ODA:GNI ratio from 1970 to 2022 and the grey dashed line is the 0.7% ODA:GNI target set 
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1970. From 2018 onwards, ODA has changed from being 
measured on a cash basis to being measured on a grant equivalent basis, following a decision taken by 
the DAC in 2014.3

3 For more information on the grant equivalent measure and the historical cash measurement, please see 
background note 9.3 (paragraphs 16 to 18) 
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4.3 Bilateral and Core Multilateral ODA in 2022 

UK ODA delivery channels 

• £9,640 million of UK ODA was delivered through bilateral channels. This
was a 33.3 per cent increase (£2,406 million) compared to 2021.  One of
the key reasons for this was an increase in in-donor refugee costs.

• Bilateral ODA accounted for 75.4 per cent of the UK’s ODA spend in
2022, up from 63.3 per cent in 2021 – see Figure 2.  

• £3,146 million of UK ODA in 2022 was delivered through core
contributions to multilateral organisations - a 24.9 per cent decrease
(£1043 million) compared to 2021.

• Multilateral ODA accounted for around a quarter of total ODA spend (24.6
per cent) in 2022, this is a decrease to its share in 2021 where over a third
of ODA was spent through multilaterals (36.7 per cent). This is the lowest
share of multilateral ODA in recent years.

4 The multilateral must be on the OECD DAC list of eligible multilaterals in order to receive unearmarked funding. 
The list also states the proportion of a core contribution to each multilateral that can be counted as ODA, and is 
driven by proportion of ODA eligible work the multilateral carries out 
5 The UK contr bution could be used for different programmes or initiatives as well as general operations of the 
organisation. See section 7.3 for information on how we estimate which countries and sectors the UK core 
contributions benefit 
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Figure 2: Total UK ODA by main delivery channel (%), 2018-2022 

Figure 2 legend: Total UK ODA by main delivery channel. The bars for each year represent 100% of 
total UK ODA spend. The dark blue section represents the proportion of total UK ODA delivered through 
‘Other Bilateral’ channels. The lighter blue represents the same measure but for ODA delivered through 
the ‘Bilateral through Multilateral’ channel. The grey section represents the proportion of total UK ODA 
that was channelled as core contributions to multilaterals, ‘Core Multilateral’. Note, percentages may not 
sum to 100 due to rounding. 

COVID-19 

In March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared that the COVID-19 
outbreak was a global pandemic. Since then, a proportion of UK ODA has 
been directed to support the international response to COVID-19 including 
helping developing countries counter its health, humanitarian and socio-
economic impacts and supporting vaccination efforts.  

The COVID-19 figures reported here reflect only spend on activities that were 
specifically designed to address the pandemic6. In light of the UK’s 
significantly reduced COVID-19 expenditure, the next publication of Statistics 
on International Development in 2024 will not contain information about ODA 
spend on COVID-related activities. 

In 2022, approximately £270 million of UK bilateral ODA was spent on 
activities which specifically addressed the COVID-19 pandemic (see Table 2 
of published tables). FCDO accounted for 96 per cent of this ODA. This 
included the UK’s donation of excess vaccine doses, both directly and through 

6 See background note 9.12 for more information about what is included in the estimate of COVID spend for 2022. 
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COVAX7, to developing countries (estimated at £228 million).8 UK bilateral 
ODA for COVID-19 activities was highest in 2020 (£1,055 million) at the peak 
of the pandemic and has declined annually as the pandemic evolved.  

7 COVAX is co-led by Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi (The Vaccine Alliance) and 
‘World Health Organisation’ (WHO). The WHO website descr bes COVAX’s aim as to accelerate the development 
and manufacture of COVID19 vaccines, and to guarantee fair and equitable access for every country in the world. 
8 This figure has been calculated in line with the DAC guidance on reporting vaccine donations in 2022, i.e. applying  
the DAC’s average price of $6.66 per dose. For vaccines the UK paid less than $6.66 per dose, the actual price paid 
has been used instead, in line with the DAC’s proposed safeguard. 
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• Department for Health and Social Care, spent £465 million of ODA in
2022, an increase of £239 million.

Table 2: Breakdown of UK ODA by Government Department and Other 
Contributors of UK ODA10 

Figure 3: Breakdown of UK ODA by contributor (2018, 2021 & 2022) 

10 Note 1. Figures may not sum to totals due to rounding.
Note 2. FCDO figures for periods before the merger are the total sum of former FCO and former DFID ODA spend.   
Note 3. From 2021, the full UK Attr bution of the development share of the EU budget is reported under FCDO. This 
is in line with ODA allocations. Prior to 2021, the UK EU Attribution core contribution was partly reported by former 
DFID, and partly by non-DFID. 
Note 4. Office for National Statistics ODA was less than last significant figure in the table in 2018. In 2018 it was 
£270,104. 
Note 5. Department for Transport ODA was less than last significant figure in the table in 2022. In 2022 it was 
£33,400. 
Note 6. Department of International Trade ODA for 2021 was £373,465. 
Note 7. The figures used in the 2022 publication for the Ministry of Defence are those provided for Statistics on 
International Development: Provisional UK Aid Spend 2022 in April 2023.  These figures represent 0.03 per cent of 
total ODA in 2022.  This proportion has remained constant over the last five years. 
Note 8. This includes estimated ODA eligible health and education in-donor refugee support costs which have been 
be administered by the devolved governments using geographic data and applying the same unit costs as England. 
Note 9. Welsh Government record their ODA by financial year. 



17 

Figure 3 legend: A) Percentage of UK ODA spend by FCDO, Other Government Departments (OGDs) 
and Other UK Contributors (Other Contributors) in 2018 (dark blue), 2021 (light blue) and 2022 (grey). 

B. Top 4 other government departments (OGD) in 2022. BEIS=Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy; CSSF=Conflict, Stability and Security fund; DHSC=Department for Health & Social
Care. Remaining OGDs make up 0.7% of UK ODA: Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, Prosperity Cross-Government Fund, Department for Education, Cabinet Office, Department for
Work and Pensions, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sports, Ministry of Defence, HM
Revenue and Customs, HM Treasury, Office for National Statistics, Department for International Trade.

C. Top 4 other UK contributors in 2022. Remaining other contributors make up 0.04% of UK ODA: Other
In-Donor Refugee Costs, Welsh Government and Colonial Pensions administered by FCDO.
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5. Analysis of UK ODA spend by Region/Country

Bilateral ODA is ODA given for a specific purpose (e.g. a specific country/region 
or sector). In 2022, 30.5 per cent of the UK’s bilateral ODA targeted a specific 
country or region (sections 5.1.1-5.1.4). The remaining 69.5 per cent of the UK’s 
bilateral ODA was ODA which either aimed to benefit multiple countries and/or 
regions11, or targeted specific sectors for which no benefitting country or region 
should be assigned, or where the benefitting country/region is not known until 
the end of the programme12 (section 5.1.5).  

5.1 Regional / Country Breakdowns of Bilateral ODA Spend 

In 2022, 30.5 per cent (£2,941m) of the UK’s bilateral ODA was allocated to a 
specific country or region, a reduction from 47.1 per cent (£3,410m) in 2021.  
This reduction in share was predominantly due to an increase in in-donor 
refugee costs which, by definition, are not allocated a benefitting country or 
region. 

5.1.1 Changes in UK Bilateral ODA by Region 

Figure 4: UK Bilateral ODA by recipient region (£ millions), 2009-2022

Figure 4 legend: UK bilateral ODA by receiving region (£ millions), 2009 – 2022. Dark blue = Africa, light 
blue = Asia, grey = Americas, pink = Europe, teal = Pacific. 

11 For some multi-country/region programmes, the current administrative system does not allow recording of spend 
by individual recipients. Improvements to the system are being considered but for this publication, where this is the 
case spend is reported as bilateral ODA spend with no single benefitting country or region (section 5.1.5). 
12 The Global Partnership for Education is an example of a sectoral-specific fund where amounts allocated to 
countries is not known in advance. 
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5.1.1.1 Africa 

2022: As a region, Africa continues to receive the largest, albeit reduced, 
share of UK bilateral ODA allocated to a specific country or region (42.2 per 
cent). Bilateral ODA to Africa decreased by £486 million (28.1 per cent) from 
£1,727 million in 2021 to £1,241 million in 2022 (Figure 4). This is the lowest 
level of ODA to Africa in recent years. 
Over five years: Africa has consistently received the largest amount of UK 
ODA allocated to a specific country or region. Apart from a slight increase in 
2019, bilateral ODA to Africa has been decreasing since 2018.  

5.1.1.2 Asia 

2022: In 2022, Asia remains the second largest recipient of UK bilateral ODA 
with a share of 35.7 per cent (down from 38.8 per cent in 2021). The volume 
of bilateral ODA to Asia was £1,050 million in 2022, a decrease of £274 
million (20.7 per cent) compared to 2021 (Figure 4).  
Over five years: Similar to Africa, bilateral ODA to Asia has been decreasing 
since 2019. The £274 million reduction between 2021 and 2022 leads to the 
lowest ODA volume to Asia since 2009.  

5.1.1.3 The Americas 

2021: The Americas received £188 million of UK bilateral ODA in 2022 a 
decrease of £8 million or 4.2 per cent compared to 2021 (Figure 4). ODA 
spent in the America’s accounted for 6.4 per cent of country or region-specific 
bilateral ODA. 
Over five years: UK ODA to the Americas is on a smaller scale than to Africa 
or Asia. After an increase from 2019 to 2020, bilateral ODA to the Americas 
has been decreasing. 

5.1.1.4 Europe 

2022: Europe received £452 million of UK bilateral ODA in 2022, an increase 
of £298 million compared to the previous year (Figure 4). ODA spent in 
Europe accounted for 15.4 per cent of country or region-specific bilateral ODA 
compared to 4.5 per cent in 2021.  This increase was driven by increased 
support to Ukraine following the Russian invasion in February 2022. 
Over five years:  Like the Americas, ODA spend in Europe is smaller 
compared to Asia and Africa. Bilateral ODA to Europe has been declining 
since 2017 until the increase in 2022. 

5.1.1.5 Pacific 



20 

A small proportion of UK bilateral ODA goes to the Pacific (Figure 4). In 2022, 
UK bilateral ODA to the region was £10 million, 0.3 per cent of total UK 
bilateral ODA spend allocated to a region or country. This is a slight increase 
from 2021, where UK bilateral ODA to the region was also £10m.  

5.1.2 Bilateral ODA spend by Country 

In 2022, the UK provided bilateral assistance to 131 countries (Figure 5), 
broadly the same number as previous years, with spend primarily 
concentrated in Ukraine, Afghanistan, and East Africa. 
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Figure 5: Map of UK Bilateral ODA Spend by Recipient Country: 2022 

Figure 5 legend: World Map coloured by amount of bilateral ODA spend in recipient country (£ million) in 2022. Highlighted countries are those in receipt of UK 
bilateral ODA, and colours are based on amount received (dark blue=higher amounts UK Bilateral ODA received, light blue=lower amounts UK Bilateral ODA 
received). 
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5.1.2.1 Top 10 country-specific recipients of UK ODA 

Figures 6 and 7 show: 

• In 2022 the top three recipients of UK bilateral country specific ODA were
Afghanistan (£353m), Ukraine (£342m) and Nigeria (£110m). Spend to
these countries accounted for 27.4 per cent of total country-specific UK
bilateral ODA.

• Afghanistan is the top recipient of UK bilateral ODA for the second
consecutive year, after being the fourth largest recipient in 2020. This
coincides with the military takeover by the Taliban and subsequent
humanitarian crisis. Afghanistan has been in the top five since 2015,
although 2021 was the first time it was the top recipient. Bilateral ODA to
Afghanistan increased by £165 million (88 per cent) in 2022 compared to
2021.

• Ukraine experienced the largest increase in ODA to a specific country
(£311m) out of all 131 countries, moving from 32nd place in 2021 to being
the second largest recipient in 2022 at £341.8 million. This coincides with
increased ODA support for Ukraine due to the Russian invasion.

• Nigeria is the third largest recipient of bilateral ODA in 2022 (£110m)
despite a continued decline in ODA since 2017, and a decrease of £30m
since 2021.

• In 2022, Somalia became the fourth largest recipient of bilateral ODA
(£99.8m), with a £0.9m reduction from 2021.

• The UK provided £90 million of bilateral ODA to Ethiopia, a £30 million
reduction from 2021, making it the fifth largest recipient of UK ODA in
2021.

• Pakistan experienced the largest decrease of the top 10 countries, with a
£70 million reduction from 2021.

A change to the OECD DAC rules on reporting ODA-eligible administrative 
costs has contributed to a reduction in ODA assigned to a specific 
country/region (See section 5.1), as these costs are no longer assigned to 
individual countries but are included in the category “Developing countries, 
unspecified”. Users should bear this in mind when making comparisons over 
time for individual countries. See explanatory note for more information 
about the impact of the changes at the country level. 
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Figure 6: Top 5 country-specific bilateral ODA recipients in 2022, 2009-2022 

Figure 6 legend: Top 5 Recipients of 2022 UK Bilateral ODA (£ millions), 2009 to 2022. Dark blue = 
Afghanistan, teal = Ukraine, light blue = Nigeria, grey = Somalia, pink = Ethiopia 

Figure 7: Top 10 recipients of country-specific UK bilateral ODA in 2022 

Figure 7 legend: Top 10 Recipients of UK Bilateral ODA in 202213. The rank (1:10) is on the y-axis, ODA 
spend (million £) is on the x-axis. The country names and numbers inside each bar are how the rank for 
that country compared to last year (2021), coloured in red if it’s decreased, green if it’s increased and 
black if its unmoving. For example, Ukraine in 2021 was in 32nd position, and in 2022 is in 2nd position (a 
change of +30). 

13 For breakdowns of spend to the top 20 recipients, see Table 6A on the publication landing page. 
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5.1.3 Income groups 

5.1.3.1 Income groups: country-specific ODA 

Figure 8 presents country-specific bilateral ODA by income group. 

• ODA has decreased across all income groups.
• The largest decrease was for UMICs which reduced by £208 million to

£352 million.
• LDCs and Other LICs continue to account for the largest share of bilateral

country-specific ODA spend in 2022 – at 53.3 per cent. UK ODA to UMICs
represented 14.9 per cent of UK country-specific bilateral ODA in 2022, a
reduction from 20.0 per cent in 2021.

Country income groups 
ODA eligible countries are classified into four groups – Least Developed 
Countries (LDC), Other Low-Income Countries (Other LIC), Lower Middle 
Income Countries (LMIC) and Upper Middle Income Countries (UMIC). The 
threshold for each income group is based on gross national income per capita 
published by the World Bank. The list of countries is reviewed every three years 
by the OECD-DAC, and countries exceeding the high-income threshold for three 
consecutive years are no longer ODA eligible. 
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Figure 8: Country-specific bilateral ODA by Income Group, 2009-2022 

Figure 8 legend: Breakdown of Country-Specific UK Bilateral ODA by Country Income Group, 2009-
2022. Dark blue = LDCs/Other LICs (Least Developed Countries/Other Low Income Countries), light 
blue = LMICs (Lower Middle Income Countries), grey = UMICs (Upper Middle Income Countries). 

5.1.3.2 Income groups: FCDO - non-FCDO comparison 2022 

Figure 9 presents country-specific bilateral ODA broken down by income 
group for FCDO and non-FCDO. 

• FCDO spent £2,089 million of UK bilateral country-specific ODA -
accounting for 88.3 per cent of total UK bilateral country-specific ODA in
2022.

• The majority of FCDO’s country-specific ODA was provided for the benefit
of LDCs or Other LICs in 2022 – 57.6 per cent (£1,203m) (Figure 9A).

• Non-FCDO contributors spent £277 million of UK bilateral country-specific
ODA in 2022.

• The majority of non-FCDO country-specific ODA was channelled to
Middle Income Countries – 78.9 per cent (£136m to LMICs and £82m to
UMICs) (Figure 9B).
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Figure 9: Breakdown of country-specific bilateral ODA by Income Group split by 
contributor, 2022 

Figure 9 legend: (A) FCDO and (B) non-FCDO. Breakdown of Country-Specific UK Bilateral ODA by 
Country Income Group, 2022. Dark blue = LDCs/Other LICs (Least Developed Countries/Other Low 
Income Countries), light blue = LMICs (Lower Middle Income Countries), grey = UMICs (Upper Middle 
Income Countries). 

5.1.4 Bilateral ODA Spend by Region and Government Department and 
Other Contributors of UK ODA 

Africa has consistently been the largest recipient of FCDO region-specific 
ODA with a share of 42.9 per cent in 2022. Asia was the second largest 
recipient region at 37.4 per cent.(see Figure 10A).  Compared with 2018 (five 
years ago), the percentage share of FCDO’s region-specific bilateral ODA to 
Africa decreased by 11.8 percentage points, and Asia decreased by 0.9 
percentage points. The share received by Europe increased by 11 percentage 
points and Americas by 1.5 percentage points. 

In 2022, Africa was also the largest recipient of non-FCDO region-specific 
ODA at 38.2 per cent. Asia was the largest recipient up to 2020, now at 26.9 
per cent in 2022 (Figure 10B). Compared with 2018, Africa’s share of non-
FCDO region specific bilateral ODA increased by 8.8 percentage points, while 
the share received by Asia decreased by 19.1 percentage points over the 
same period. The share received by Europe increased by 17 percentage 
points. 
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Figure 10: Breakdown of region-specific UK bilateral ODA, 2018 and 2022 

Figure 10 legend: Breakdown of FCDO (A) and Non-FCDO (B). Country/region-Specific proportion of 
Bilateral ODA by Region, 2018 & 2022. In light blue are the proportions of UK bilateral ODA by region in 
2018, in dark blue are the proportions of UK bilateral ODA by region in 2022. Different regions are on 
the horizontal axis (Africa, Americas, Asia, Europe, Pacific). 
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5.1.5 Bilateral ODA Spend with No Single Benefitting Country or Region 

Some of the UK’s bilateral spend is not assigned to a single benefitting 
country or region.  Such spend comprises of, for example, centrally-funded 
research or programmes that develop policies which aim to benefit several 
developing countries. It also consists of ODA-eligible expenditure within donor 
countries, such as the ODA-eligible portion of costs to support asylum seekers 
and refugees in the UK and ODA-eligible administrative costs.  See the In-
Donor Refugee Cost Methodology document and the explanatory note on the 
change to the method for reporting ODA-eligible administrative costs.  

In 2022, 69.5 per cent (£6,699m) of UK bilateral ODA was made up of spend 
that was not assigned to a single benefitting country or region (Figure 11, 
Table C8), up from 52.9 per cent (£3,824m) in 2021.  Part of this increase is 
driven by the rise in in-donor refugee costs which, by definition, are not 
assigned to a recipient country. It is also affected by the change to the OECD 
DAC rules on reporting ODA-eligible administrative costs which means that 
these costs are also not assigned to a developing country.  

• 65.7 per cent of spend within the country/region not specified category
consists of expenditure in the UK or another donor country (includes part
of the running costs of FCDO, refugees living in the UK spend, raising
development awareness, cost of UK experts and UK scholarships) and
compares to 38.1 per cent in 2021. The increased share is driven by an
increase in in-donor refugee costs (see section 6.1).

• 16.4 per cent of spend within this category consists of project-type
interventions and includes expenditure on multi-country or multi-region
projects. As outlined above, these include programmes where there are
designated benefitting countries or regions, but it is not possible to directly
assign exact spend to them in the current administrative system.

• 7.9 per cent was for specific programmes or funds managed by
international organisations in a specific sector with no designated
benefitting countries.

• 5.3 per cent consists of core support to Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) or other delivery partners, such as research institutions, where
funds are not earmarked for a particular country/region and work may
benefit a wide range of developing countries.

• A further 4.7 per cent was classed as ‘Other’, which includes Other
Technical Assistance (includes training and research), Basket Funds and
Debt Relief.
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Figure 11: Breakdown of UK 2022 non-region-specific bilateral ODA 

Figure 11 legend: Breakdown of UK non-region-specific bilateral ODA, 2022. Total bilateral ODA = £9.6 
billion, of which £6.7 billion (69.5%) is spent in unspecified countries/regions. “Spend in UK or other 
donor country” includes donor country personnel, scholarships/training in donor country, admin costs not 
included elsewhere, development awareness and refugees/asylum seekers in donor countries (D01, 
E01, G01, H01, H02). “Other” includes basket funds/pooled funding, other technical assistance, and 
debt relief (B04, D02, F01).  
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6. Analysis of UK ODA spend by Sector
6.1 Bilateral ODA spend by sector in 2022 

UK ODA is classified into sectors according to its purpose, e.g. the social, 
economic or humanitarian assistance area it aims to support. There are 
multiple levels of sector classification used: at the lowest level are sector 
codes14 that describe specific areas; these are then grouped together into 
OECD DAC broad sectors. These broad sectors can then be further grouped 
into major sectors, bringing together related themes to help simplify the key 
messages. See Annex 1 for more information on what is included in each 
sector level.  

Figure 12: Bilateral ODA by major sector, 2021 & 2022 

Figure 12 legend: Major Sector Spend – comparison between 2021 and 2022 bilateral ODA (£ millions). 
Major sectors are ordered from top to bottom by largest 2022 ODA spend. 2022 spend coloured in dark 
blue, 2021 spend in grey. 

14 From 2017, a single project could allocate spend to one or more sectors codes. See our note on Multiple Sector 
Codes for Project Activity – Analysis 2017 which looks at the impact of this methodology change. 
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Figure 12 provides an overview of bilateral ODA by major sector in 2022 and 
shows that UK ODA is spent across a broad range of sectors.   

In 2022, UK ODA spend increased across half of sectors, and decreased 
across half of sectors. The top five sectors were ‘Refugees in Donor 
Countries’ (£3,690m), ‘Humanitarian’ (£1,109m), ‘Health’ (£966m), 
‘Multisector/Cross-cutting’ (£840m) and ‘Government and Civil Society’ 
(£727m). 

Outside of the top five sectors, the largest changes between 2021 and 2022 
were in ‘Economic Infrastructure and Services’ (decreased by £253m, 27.9 
per cent), ‘Production’ (decreased by £164m, 33.6 per cent) and ‘Education’ 
(decreased by £103m, 22.5 per cent).  

A more detailed breakdown of the broad sectors is given in Additional Table 
A7. 

 

Humanitarian had the second largest sector share (11.5 per cent) of UK 
bilateral ODA spend in 2022, increasing by £366 million to £1,109 million. Part 

15 See OECD directives: https://one.oecd.org/document/DCD/DAC/STAT(2020)44/FINAL/en/pdf page 30 
16 By definition, this support could include contributions the UK gives to support refugees in other donor countries.  In 
2021, this spend was all in the UK. 

Impact of ‘Refugees in Donor Countries’ sector on UK ODA trends 

The ‘Refugees in Donor Countries’ sector covers “costs incurred in donor countries 
for providing basic assistance to asylum seekers and refugees from developing 
countries during the first 12 months of their stay”15. The UK’s methodology  for 
reporting these costs is published alongside this report. 

In 2022, £3,690 million of UK ODA, (28.9 per cent of overall ODA and 38.3 per 
cent of bilateral ODA) was spent supporting ‘refugees in donor countries’16 
compared to £1,052 million in 2021 (9.2 per cent of overall ODA). The increase 
was driven by increased accommodation costs for asylum seekers and the 
introduction of the Ukraine temporary protection visa schemes (Homes for Ukraine, 
Ukraine Family Visa Scheme and the Ukraine extension Scheme). 

This was the largest sector to receive UK bilateral ODA spend in 2022 (Figure 12) 
and is the second consecutive year this sector has been the UK’s top sector.  

Note that ODA spent in this sector is not assigned to a developing country or 
region, since it is spent in donor countries. This spend therefore contributes to the 
increased volume of ODA that is not country-region specific in Figure 11. 
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of this increase is due to increased levels of spend to the humanitarian sector 
in Afghanistan and Ukraine.  

Health had the third largest sector share (10.0 per cent) and saw a decrease 
of £4 million to £966 million.  Within Health, the top spending areas in 2022 
were COVID-19 control (£233m) and Medical Research (£224m). 

6.2 Broad Sector Breakdown of Bilateral ODA Spend by 
Government Department and other contributors of UK ODA 

Figure 13 provides a breakdown of sector spend by FCDO and all Other 
Government Departments and other contributors of ODA (non-FCDO). 

• For FCDO, the sector spend profile shows the largest spend in
Humanitarian Aid (£1,097m), Health, (£722m), Administrative Costs of
Donors (£622m), Government and Civil Society (£466m) and Multisector /
Cross-Cutting (£454m).

• Non-FCDO UK bilateral ODA spend overall is £425m larger than FCDO.
‘Refugees in Donor Countries’ (£3,690m) was the largest Non-FCDO
sector in 2022.
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Figure 13: Bilateral ODA by Government Department and Major Sector, 2022 

Figure 13 legend: A) FCDO and B) Other Government Departments’ and Other Contributors of ODA 
(non-FCDO – grey) spend by sector, 2022 (£ million). Major sectors are ordered from top to bottom by 
largest 2022 ODA spend. 

6.3 Sector Breakdown of Bilateral ODA Spend by top 10 recipients 
of UK bilateral ODA 

Figure 14 provides an overview of the highest spending sector for each of the 
top ten recipient countries of UK bilateral ODA in 2022. The size of the circles 
indicates the amount of ODA spent on that sector in that country relative to 
the other sectors and other countries. 
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Figure 14: Bilateral ODA by largest Major Sector for the top 10 country-specific ODA 
recipients, 2022

Figure 14 legend: Top ten recipients of UK country-specific bilateral ODA 2022 and largest sector spend 
(£ millions). The size of the circles corresponds to the total amount of ODA spent in each country sector. 

• The sector Humanitarian Aid received the largest amount of UK ODA in
eight of the top ten recipient countries in 2022 (Figure 14).

• In Afghanistan, Humanitarian Aid was the largest sector in 2022
(£336m). Prior to 2021, Government and Civil Society has consistently
been the largest sector in Afghanistan.

• In Ukraine, Humanitarian Aid was the largest sector in 2022 (£199m),
this was followed by Government and Civil Society (£114m).
Government and Civil Society was the top spending sector from 2019 to
2021.

• In Nigeria, Education was the largest sector in 2022 (£25m).
Humanitarian Aid was the top spending sector from 2018 to 2021, where
previously Health was the largest sector.
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Figure 15: Bilateral ODA by Income Group for the Major Sectors, 2022 

Figure 15 legend: Comparison of sector spend for 2022 UK bilateral ODA between countries of different 
income groups (£ million). The size of the circles corresponds to the total amount of ODA spent in each 
income groups sector. 

Figure 15 summarises the differences in the main sectors of 2022 UK bilateral 
ODA spend between countries of different income groups. Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs/Other LICs) received more Humanitarian Aid (£655m, 52.0 
per cent of total bilateral ODA to LDCs/Other LICs) and Health support 
(£180m, 14.3 per cent of total bilateral ODA to LDCs/Other LICs), whereas 
spend and share in these sectors was lower for Middle Income Countries 
(Upper and Lower) (£262m and 23.7 per cent of total bilateral ODA to MICs 
for Humanitarian Aid, £91.9m and 8.3 per cent of total bilateral ODA to MICs 
for Health). ‘Government and Civil Society’ was the top sector for MICs in 
2022 (£280m, 25.3 per cent of total bilateral ODA to MICs), followed by 
‘Humanitarian’ sectors (£262m, 23.7 per cent of total bilateral ODA to MICs). 
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7. Multilateral Funding

7.1 UK Multilateral Funding by Organisation 
Multilateral organisations17 are an essential part of the international system for 
humanitarian and development ODA. The UK works with a wide range of 
organisations, for example to respond to humanitarian need; develop 
infrastructure; support economic growth; or ensure that particular diseases are 
tackled in line with the best available evidence. Multilateral organisations offer 
economies of scale in their operations and expertise, and often have the 
mandate and legitimacy to work in politically sensitive situations. Accordingly, 
they enable individual donor governments, such as the UK, to support 
development and humanitarian work in a wider range of countries.  

Table 3 below shows the 20 multilateral organisations that received the most 
core funding (referred to as “Multilateral ODA”) from the UK in 2021 and 2022. 
Core contributions will fluctuate year-to-year in part due to the payment 
schedules of the receiving multilateral organisation. 

• The amount of UK ODA to the top five multilaterals represented 59.9 per
cent of total multilateral ODA in 2022.

• The EU remains the recipient of the largest core contribution from the UK.
The UK’s share of the EU ODA budget in 2022 was £532 million, down
from to £684 million in 2021. EU attribution fluctuates from year to year
because the EU works on a seven-year programming cycle and so EU
disbursements in any given year can vary.  The UK's share of EU ODA
spend (European Development Fund and the Development share of the
EU Budget), will continue on a declining scale until approximately 2029, in
line with UK commitments.

• Four of the five organisations in receipt of the highest volumes of UK
multilateral ODA were the same in 2022 as they were in 2021, with the
African Development Fund moving into the top five (from eighth position in
2021 after funding was increased by an additional £123 million in 2022)
following the exit of the Green Climate Fund Development Fund.

• The International Finance Facility for Immunisation, Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and the UN Department of Peace
Operations also saw significant increases in funding levels compared to
2021 (with an increase of £87 million, £54 million and £23 million
respectively)

• Three of the top five multilateral organisations saw decreases in funding
from last year.  These include the International Development Association

17 Defined as ODA-eligible multilateral organisations for core (unearmarked) contributions by the OECD DAC, see 
http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/annex2.htm 
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(with a reduction of £354 million), EC’s European Development Fund 
(£331 million), and the EC's Development Share of Budget (£152 million).
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Table 3: Top Twenty Recipients of UK Core Funding to Multilateral Organisations (Multilateral ODA)18 2021 and 2022 

18 The UK may also provide funding to these organisations for specific programmes, which would be recorded as bilateral spend through a multilateral organisation. 
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7.2 UK Multilateral Funding by Extending Agency 

Table 4 shows UK funding being channelled through and to multilaterals in 
2018, 2021 and 2022 by government agency and delivery channel i.e. 
bilateral through multilateral ODA (earmarked funding) and core 
contributions to multilateral organisations (un-earmarked funding).  

Core contributions to multilateral organisations: 

• FCDO provided the majority of the UK’s core multilateral ODA, accounting
for 96.2 per cent (£3,027m), an increase in terms of FCDO’s percentage
share on 2021 for overall multilateral ODA (88.1 per cent), although a
£662 million (17.9 per cent) decrease in volume of spend compared to
last year. This increase in FCDO’s percentage share can mainly be
attributed to the reduction in ODA being reported through the International
Monetary Fund’s Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust (IMF PRGT). The
reason is that loans of Special Drawing Rights, which the UK made
through the PRGT, are no longer ODA-eligible under new DAC rules.

• Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF)was the largest non-FCDO
department to provide core multilateral ODA in 2022, accounting for 2.1
per cent (£67m).

• The amount of UK core funding to multilateral organisations from non-
FCDO contributors has continued to fall, reducing by £621 million since
2018 and reducing by £381 million in the latest year to £119m in 2022.

A full breakdown of UK ODA by Government Department and Other 
Contributors of UK ODA and delivery channel in 2018, 2021 and 2022 is 
available online in Table 10. 
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Table 4: Multilateral funding, by Government Departments and other contributors, 2018, 2021 and 202219 

19 Note 1. Figures may not sum to totals due to rounding. Note 2. FCDO figures are the total sum of former FCO and former DFID ODA spend. Note 3. From 2021, the full UK Attribution of the 
development share of the EU budget is reported under FCDO. This is in line with ODA allocations. Prior to 2021, the UK EU Attribution core contribution was partly reported by former DFID, and 
partly by non-DFID. Note 4. For this publication the basic health support for asylum seekers have been produced with a health unit cost (per capita cost) for 2021. "0" is null and "[low]" is less than 
half the smallest unit displayed. For a full breakdown of UK-ODA by government department and other contributors to UK ODA by delivery channel for 2017, 2020 and 2021 please see Table 10. [r] 
Several minor revisions have been made to 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 data. See section 9.8 in the SID Report background notes. 
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7.3 Multilateral Core Funding and Imputed Multilateral Shares 

When FCDO or other UK government departments provide core funding to 
multilateral organisations, the funding is pooled with other donors’ funding and 
disbursed as part of the core budget of the multilaterals. It is therefore not 
possible to directly track the use of UK core multilateral funding. However, to 
provide an indication of the destination and sector of UK multilateral ODA, 
overall percentages of ODA disbursements by the relevant multilateral 
organisations are used to impute a UK estimate.  

The UK uses data on ODA spend by sector and country/region which is 
reported by each multilateral organisation to the OECD DAC to estimate what 
percentage of UK core contributions are spent in each country and sector. 
Where a multilateral organisation does not report to the DAC but the 
multilateral is only mandated to work in a particular country, region or sector, 
we allocate all of its core contributions to the relevant country, region or 
sector. If a multilateral organisation does not report to the DAC but works in 
multiple sectors and/or countries, then its core contributions are not allocated 
to a country or sector. 

The DAC publish detailed information of the multilaterals’ country and sector 
spending in December. Because of this timing the latest estimates that are 
available are for 2021. These shares should be taken as indicative estimates 
rather than exact amounts of funding, and they are dependent upon 
multilateral organisations returning disbursement data to the DAC. 

The estimates for 2021 can be found in our published Tables A9 and A10. 
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8. Comparisons between the UK and other
International Donors

20 Finalised figures for DAC members will be published in December 2023, therefore we are using provisional figures 
in this chapter. To illustrate the impact of using provisional figures, DAC members’ provisional ODA for 2020 was 
£125.6 billion. This increased to £126.5 billion for final ODA for 2020 – an overall increase of 0.73 per cent. 

21 The EU is also a DAC member but has not been included in this chapter. 
22 The OECD refers to nominal prices as ‘current’ prices (i.e. current for each individual year). 
23 The OECD refers to real prices as ‘constant’ prices (i.e. the series uses one year as the constant price across all 
years). 

Key Definitions 

Figures are based on provisional20 2022 ODA data from all 29 Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC) member countries21 except the UK, for which final 
2022 ODA data is used. 

Prices in nominal terms22: this represents ODA in the monetary value 
disbursed during year. It does not account for inflation and exchange rates. In 
most cases, nominal prices have been converted from US dollars (as published 
by the OECD) to pounds sterling. ODA totals between years will be affected by 
inflation and exchange rate fluctuations and therefore are not directly 
comparable. 

Prices in real terms23: this represents how much money was disbursed each 
year, accounting for inflation and exchange rates. These figures provide a guide 
to actual purchasing power – they are adjusted from the original value so that $1 
in a single year would buy the same amount of goods as $1 in every other year. 
Real term figures are presented as US dollars to remove exchange rate 
fluctuations. This means that ODA spending in different years are directly 
comparable. The figures included are fixed at 2021 prices. 
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8.1 ODA Flows and ODA:GNI Ratios by DAC donors 

Figure 16: Total ODA from DAC donors, 2000 to 2022 

Figure 16 legend: Comparing the UK ODA (billion $) spend with other DAC donor countries for 2000 to 
2022. The UK spend is highlighted in turquoise with the other donors in dark blue. This chart uses 
provisional 2022 spend for other DAC donors. ODA figures are in US dollars at 2020 prices to allow 
comparison between years. 

In general, total ODA provided by DAC country donors has risen over the last 
decade, as shown in Figure 16. Net ODA is more than double the amount it 
was in 2000 in real terms. Total ODA from DAC country donors in 2022 was 
£155.8 billion (grant-equivalent measure24), an increase from £130.1 billion in 
2021. Total ODA from DAC country donors in 2022 is the highest level on 
record. The OECD notes from the analysis of donors’ provisional 2022 ODA 
spend, that the increase from 2021 was primarily due to in-donor refugee 
costs.  ODA to Ukraine also contributed to the increase.  DAC members’ 
support for COVID-19 activities decreased by 45 per cent compared to 2021. 

Despite the increase in its ODA spend, Figure 17 shows the UK moving from 
fourth to fifth largest DAC donor by value in 2022, behind the United States 
(£44.8bn), Germany (£28.4bn), Japan (£14.2bn) and France (£12.9bn)25. 

24 From 2018 onwards, Official Development Assistance (ODA) has changed from being measured on a cash basis 
to a grant equivalent basis, following a decision taken by the DAC in 2014. For more information please see the 
Grant Equivalent Technical note 
25 For further analysis on DAC country donors, see the OECD report on donor’s provisional figures: 
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/ODA-2022-summary.pdf 
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Figure 17: Provisional ODA from DAC donors, 2022 

Figure 17 legend: Comparing the UK ODA (billion £) spend with other DAC donor countries in 2022. The 
UK spend is highlighted in pink with the other donors in dark blue. Note that provisional 2022 spend 
from other DAC donors is used in this chart. 

Figure 18 shows ODA spend as a proportion of gross national income (GNI) in 
2022. It highlights that although the United States spent the greatest volume 
of ODA of any DAC donor (£44.8bn), this represented a smaller share of its 
national income when compared with most other donors (0.22 per cent of its 
GNI, in comparison with a DAC-wide ratio of 0.36 per cent).  

Luxembourg, Sweden and Norway each provided considerably less ODA than 
the United States in 2022, at £430.7 million, £4.4 billion and £4.2 billion 
respectively, but their ODA contributions each equate to over 0.8 per cent of 
their national income. Sweden’s ODA:GNI ratio was 0.90 per cent and 
Norway’s was 0.86 per cent. Luxembourg had the highest ODA:GNI ratio at 
1.00 per cent. 

Along with Luxembourg, Sweden and Norway, only Germany (0.83 per cent), 
and Denmark (0.70 per cent) met or exceeded the UN’s target of an ODA:GNI 
ratio of 0.7 per cent in 2022, since the UK reduced its target to around 0.5 per 
cent. These same countries also met or exceeded the target between 2018 – 
2021.  
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Figure 18: DAC donors’ provisional ODA:GNI ratio, 2021 and 2022 

Figure 18 legend: ODA spend in terms of GNI comparing 2021 and 2022 spend for each DAC donor 
country (ODA:GNI ratio). In dark blue is the 2022 ODA:GNI ratio and in grey is 2021 ratio. The vertical 
dashed line indicates the 0.7% ODA:GNI UN target. Note that provisional 2022 spend from other DAC 
donors is used in this chart26 and Lithuania became a member of the DAC in 2022 and therefore did not 
report ODA spend in 2021. 

As a combined total, DAC members provided 0.36 per cent of GNI as ODA in 
2022. This was up from 0.33 per cent in 2021 and 0.32 per cent in 2020. 

8.2 ODA Flows by Recipient Countries 

The data used for ODA flows by recipient countries is for 2021, the latest year 
currently available. For comparability, UK ODA data by recipient countries is 
also for 2021. 

Figure 19 shows the top fifteen recipient countries of total ODA from the DAC 
donor countries in 2021 and the UK’s share of ODA in these recipient 
countries. It shows: 

• Thirteen of the fifteen top recipient countries in 2021 were also in the top
fifteen in 2020, although the order has moved around. India became the
largest recipient of DAC donor ODA in 2021. The top recipient in 2020,
Bangladesh, moved down to become the 3rd largest recipient in 2021,
after Afghanistan.

26 Figure 18 is based on the provisional 2022 ODA data from all 29 DAC member countries, except the UK for which 
final 2022 ODA data is used. 
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• The UK’s greatest share of the contribution to these countries in 2021 was
for Nigeria at 12 per cent (the UK provided £140m) followed by South
Sudan and Yemen (the UK provided £96m and £114m respectively). At
the other end of the scale, the UK contributed a relatively small proportion
of total DAC ODA to the Philippines (1 per cent with £14m from the UK)
and Indonesia (2 per cent at £29m).

• Receiving £2.4 billion in 2021, India became the largest recipient of DAC
country donor’s ODA. The UK contributed £91 million (3.7 per cent of the
DAC total) of this.



49 

Figure 19: Map of the top fifteen highest recipients of total DAC Members bilateral ODA Spend and UK’s Share by Country, 2021 

Figure 19 legend: Top 15 recipient countries of total ODA from the DAC donor countries in 2021 and the UK’s share of ODA in these recipient countries (red) 
compared to other DAC countries ODA share (blue). 
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9. Background Notes

9.1 Definitions and Sources 

1. Information on the main definitions and sources used in this publication
can be found in Annexes 2 and 3 of the Statistics on International
Development publication.

2. UK ODA figures for this publication are derived from:
• former DFID’s ‘ARIES’ database of financial transactions relating to

payments and receipts, which is quality assured centrally to ensure that
data is complete, coding is correct and spend is in line with OECD
definitions of ODA. Former FCO’s data is collected in a similar manner
from financial transactions data. As explained in the Note to Users
(page 4), FCDO launched a new finance and HR system (“Hera”)
during 2022. These administrative sources comprise around 9/12 of the
FCDO data in 2022. Comparisons in the report to historic FCDO figures
are based on the sum total of former DFID and former FCO spend.
Background note 9.10 has more information on the quality assurance
of data from the Hera finance system.

• non-FCDO sources are largely derived from financial transaction data.
ODA contributors also assess whether the spend is in line with the
OECD definitions of ODA. A small proportion of non-FCDO spend is
estimated, for example Gift Aid on ODA eligible activity. Non-FCDO
sources account for around 40.3 per cent in 2022.

9.2 Scope 

3. This publication presents information on the UK’s Official Development
Assistance (ODA) spend in calendar year 2022. Comparisons are made
to calendar year 2021. It includes data from UK government
departments as well as the Devolved Administrations of the UK and
other sources of UK ODA such as the portion of the UK’s contribution to
the EU that is spent on ODA and the ODA eligible proportion of Gift Aid.
Data relating to both Bilateral and Multilateral ODA are included in the
scope of this publication.

This publication does not include information on:

• private spending or donations made in support of developing
countries, for example by the public, the voluntary sector or through
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remittances. These are not part of the ODA definition and are not 
covered in this publication. 

• financial year ODA budget allocations, which are set by HM
Treasury. Users are advised to use caution when making
comparisons between the calendar year figures reported in SID with
financial year ODA budget allocations.

9.3 ODA spending and reporting 

4. In a calendar year, FCDO and HM Treasury will monitor spend by other
departments and funds, and movements in GNI during the year27. The
UK’s performance against the legislated commitment to spend 0.7 per
cent of Gross National Income (GNI) on ODA is reported the year
following the spend based on confirmed ODA outturn, and GNI
estimates published by the Office for National Statistics.

5. While FCDO will manage its own spending on ODA, FCDO has no
control over GNI nor the spending by other government departments and
other sources of ODA. After final decisions on UK ODA spending are
made the GNI estimate can still shift due to later economic data for the
year becoming available and so can the amount of ODA spent by other
government departments and ODA contributions from non-departmental
sources.

6. Between the spring and the autumn, the previous year’s ODA spending
of government departments are finalised. Government departments will
provide project-level details that allow the ODA spend to be quality
assured by FCDO statisticians. The ONS will release further updates of
GNI throughout the year.

7. FCDO is responsible for collating data and reporting spend on ODA to
the Organisation of Economic Development and Co-operation (OECD),
including the ODA:GNI ratio.

9.4 Difference between Provisional and Final publications 

8. The “Statistics on International Development: Provisional Aid Spend
2022” publication outlines provisional ODA spend information and an
estimate of GNI for 2022 published by ONS in March to calculate a
provisional estimate of the ODA:GNI ratio. Between the spring and the

27 GNI is monitored using forecasts published by the independent Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) to manage 
the 0.7% commitment 
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autumn, the ODA spending of government departments and other ODA 
contributors are finalised, as outlined above. 

9. As part of this, other government departments will provide project-level
data which will have codes that allocate for each project: sectors,
delivery partner, type of aid and other key variables. A project title and
description are also provided.  These extra details allow the ODA spend
to be quality assured using guidance from OECD.

10. The final ODA data and an updated GNI estimate for 2022 released by
the ONS in June 2023 have been used to calculate the final ODA:GNI
ratio in this publication and to report to the OECD. Further information on
the data sources, quality and processing of the statistics in this
publication are found in Annexes 1-3 on the Statistics on International
Development webpage.

9.5 ODA:GNI ratio 
11. As mentioned above, the ODA:GNI ratio is based on confirmed ODA

spend and the latest estimates of GNI published by the Office for
National Statistics (ONS). The ONS produce estimates for Gross
National Income (GNI) on a quarterly basis. The ONS publishes
revisions to previous GNI estimates as more economic data becomes
available.  The 2022 final ODA:GNI ratio is based on the most recent
GNI estimate published by the ONS on 30th June 2023.

9.6 EU Attribution 

12. The finalised estimate for the UK’s share of the EU ODA budget in 2022
was £532 million compared to £684 million in 2021. The UK’s share of
the EU attribution fluctuates from year to year due to the speed of
programme delivery, the total share of EU external programming spend
that is classified as ODA and fluctuations in exchange rates. In addition
to the normal fluctuations, the decrease in 2022 reflects the UK’s
shrinking residual contributions to the EU Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) 2014-2020 budget.  Under the Withdrawal
Agreement, the UK committed to meet outstanding contributions from
the 2014-2020 EU budget beyond 1 January 2021 including for external
action, development and humanitarian aid. This means a declining tail of
ODA contributions until 2029-2030 and which is part of the wider
financial settlement in the Withdrawal Agreement.
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9.7 Grant Equivalent 
13. From 2018 onwards, Official Development Assistance (ODA) has

changed from being measured on a cash basis to a grant equivalent
basis, following a decision taken by the DAC in 2014. This change in
measure affects official loans to sovereign states and development
multilaterals. See our technical note for more information.

14. The headline grant equivalent measure of UK ODA for 2022 was
£12,786 million, compared to £12,768 million on the cash basis
measurement (a difference of 0.2 per cent).

15. The difference is due to official loan reflows not being included under the
grant equivalent measure.

9.8 Revisions and Changes to the Publication from previous years 
16. The revisions process is set out in FCDO’s Revisions Policy.

17. Since this report was first published on 14 September 2023, there
have been some additional revisions made - please see the
Revisions statement

18. Four revisions have been made alongside this publication which is
reflected in the 2022 summary tables and data underlying SID. The
revisions affect 2020 and 2021 data and are all classification changes
rather than changes in value.  They do not materially affect any
previously reported trends.

19. The changes were:
• to correct the recipient country for two programmes which had been

incorrectly reported as “Developing countries, unspecified” in Final SID
2021 when they should have been reported as “India”.  This means that
the 2021 figure for India has decreased by £10.5 million and the figure
for “Developing Countries, unspecified” has increased by £10.5 million.

• to change the “type of aid” for BEIS programme GB-GOV-13-ICF-0004-
CIF from B02 (core contribution to multilateral) in 2021 to B03
(contributions to specific-purpose programmes and funds managed by
implementing partners).  This is consistent with how the programme
was reported in 2020 and 2022.

• change the sector code for BEIS programme
UKRI_NS_EP/T02951X/1_DIDA which had been incorrectly coded as
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16063 (narcotics control) and should have been coded as 43082 
(Research/scientific institutions). 

Table of revisions, ODA value changes: 

Department Donor Project No New net 
ODA value 

Old net 
ODA value 

Reason for 
revision 

2021 FCDO Equity repayments 
– income

- £9713.48 - £9713.48 Changed 
recipient 
country from 
“Developing 
Countries, 
unspecified” to 
“India” 

2021 FCDO Equity repayments 
– capital

- £771.47 - £771.47

2021 BEIS GB-GOV-13-ICF-
0004-CIF 

88,200,000 88,200,000 Type of aid 
changed from 
B02 to B03 

2020 BEIS UKRI_NS_EP/T029
51X/1_DIDA 

100,897.53 100,897.53 Sector code 
change from 
16063 to 43082 

9.9 Accessibility 
20. An important part of our SID publications are the summary tables

published as excel spreadsheets. These may contain data tables that
are difficult to use with screen readers and keyboard-only navigation.

21. We aim to make all SID related spreadsheet documents we publish from
now on (SID 2020 onwards) fully accessible.

22. On 30th June 2021 the Government Statistical Service (GSS) published
guidance around releasing statistics in spreadsheets. This sets out best
practice for accessibility in the statistics produced across Government,
for example to enable access to statistics for visually impaired
individuals using screen readers. As such, we have followed the
guidance where possible and implemented accessibility measures to the
summary tables published alongside this report (standard and
additional), as well as providing alternative text where necessary to the
case studies contained within this report (Chapter 9).

23. We have looked at the resources needed to make SID Excel documents
published between September 2018 and September 2021, accessible (in
line with The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications)
Accessibility Regulations 2018). We believe that making these
accessible would be a disproportionate burden. It is also important to
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note that SID tables published before SID 2022, are updated via the 
tables accompanying this publication due to revisions (as per para 22 to 
27). 

24. If you need any of the information published as part of the SID
collections (SID 2022 or historical) in a different format please contact us
at statistics@fcdo.gov.uk

9.10 Future developments  
25. An important part of National Statistics production is assessing whether

a product continues to meet user needs. The ODA statistics team are
currently reviewing the SID to identify areas to develop further, as well
as testing how best to present and communicate ODA trends. So far, the
SID has been peer reviewed by other statisticians. The team has also
gathered information on the users of SID and their data needs via short
user feedback surveys in April 2021 and November 2022.  More
information on the development plans and user engagement
opportunities will be published on the statistics gov.uk page throughout
2023 and 2024.

26. The team always welcomes the opportunity to understand further how
our readers are using the SID products and data. You can provide
feedback by contacting us at statistics@fcdo.gov.uk

27. FCDO’s new finance system “Hera” was implemented during 2022. A
dedicated statistician worked on the shift between systems to assess its
impact on our statistics and ensure that FCDO ODA can be consistently
collected and reported in line with the OECD DAC directives. The
assurance process will be ongoing throughout 2023 to further test the
2022 and future data as the system is used to manage all FCDO ODA
spend going forward. We will update our ‘assessment of assurance of
administrative data’ (Annex 3) and provide more information about the
quality assurance of the Hera system prior to reporting on 2023 ODA
data.

28. FCDO is defined as a multi-purpose agency by the OECD, as it carries
out both ODA and non-ODA activities. FCDO statisticians have
produced a suitable methodology that captures the ODA eligible
proportion of FCDO administrative costs. Information on this
methodology can be found in our explanatory note here. The
methodology has been applied from April 2021 (beginning of the
2021/22 financial year).  This methodology is expected to be used on an
interim basis whilst the Hera system is being fully implemented and
tested. Once this happens, the methodology will be reviewed and
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adjusted as necessary. The explanatory note will be updated once the 
methodology is finalised.   

29. During 2023, the OECD DAC implemented changes to the way donors
should report their ODA-eligible administrative costs, to be applied to
reporting on 2022 ODA flows.  The main change that affects UK ODA
reporting is that donors should not report a ‘recipient country/region’ for
administrative costs.  This has been incorporated into the UK’s 2022
ODA figures and means that our ODA-eligible administrative costs are
no longer assigned to individual countries as they were last year but are
included in the category “Developing countries, unspecified”.  Therefore,
care should be taken when comparing country-level trends over time as
they are not directly comparable.  The explanatory note provides further
information about this change and Supplementary Table 2 provides a
comparison of 2021 and 2022 country-level figures to illustrate the
effects of the change.

9.11 Uses and users 
30. The main purpose of this publication is to provide timely statistics on

ODA expenditure by UK Official sources. They are published prior to the
release of final ODA statistics by the OECD DAC for all OECD members
(normally in December).

31. Responses from our short user feedback survey in 2021 show that our
largest user groups include expert analysts/technical users, policy
influencers and information foragers (see definitions of each persona
here). Our users use the SID primarily to find out which countries and
sectors receive UK ODA, the bilateral/multilateral split of UK ODA and
the amount of ODA spent by each government department.

32. We are always keen to enhance the value of these statistics and
welcome your feedback either via our Statistics User Group or via email
statistics@fcdo.gov.uk.

9.12 Data Quality 

33. The DAC sets the definitions and classifications for reporting on ODA
internationally. These are laid out in the DAC Statistical Reporting
Directives28. The statistics in this publication are reported in line with
these directives and are subject to the quality assurance process as
described in Annex 3 of Statistics on International Development.  At the

28 See OECD, Aid Statistics, Methodology webpage available here: https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-
development/development-finance-standards/data-collection-and-resources-for-data-reporters.htm 
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time of publication, the OECD DAC Secretariat had not carried out their 
external validation checks on the UK’s 2022 ODA data.   

34. The data in the publication is largely based on administrative data and
so it is not subject to sampling error.

35. Calendar year financial transaction data are used to compile UK ODA
spend statistics.  These are extracted from former DFID’s ARIES
database, former FCO’s financial transactions data, FCDO’s new finance
system “Hera” and other contributor financial transaction data and are
subject to input errors from spending teams. The risk of input error is
relatively low for estimates of total spend, and by country/region, and
relatively higher for spending by sector (where there is sometimes
ambiguity, especially for projects or programmes that cut across sectors)
and by funding channel.  The quality assurance section of Annex 3
describes the steps that have been taken by FCDO statisticians to
minimise these kinds of input errors, and to produce UK ODA statistics.

36. Official sector expenditures on refugees originating from ODA eligible
countries in donor countries can be counted as ODA during the first
twelve months of their stay. This includes payments for refugees’
temporary subsistence, food, shelter and training. For the full UK
methodology for in-donor refugee costs, see here.

9.13 Estimates on ODA spend in response to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Pandemic 

At the peak of the pandemic, we collected additional information to 
identify ODA activities that were both specifically designed to address 
the pandemic and “adapted” (pre-existing programmes that were 
adapted) to respond to the crisis. As we move to living with COVID-19 
and the UK has significantly reduced its COVID-19 expenditure, we have 
reviewed the additional data that is collected and published on UK ODA 
spent on COVID-19 related activities.  The COVID-19 figures presented 
in this report reflect only spend on activities that were specifically 
designed to address the pandemic. It is important to note that ODA 
spend through programmes adapted to respond to the crisis continues to 
be included in the overall ODA figures for 2022.  

1. The £270 million of UK ODA spent on COVID-19 in 2022 does not
include the UK’s core contributions to multilaterals, a proportion of which
will have been channelled to address the pandemic.
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9.14 Timing and Releases 

2. FCDO releases two editions of Statistics on International Development
each year:

• Provisional UK Aid spend will be published in the spring and includes
a preliminary estimate of the UK’s ODA:GNI ratio for the previous
calendar year.  The latest edition of this publication can be found on
gov.uk.

• Final UK Aid spend is usually published in the autumn.  This
publication confirms the UK’s ODA:GNI ratio for the previous year, as
well as including more detailed analysis of the UK’s Bilateral and
Multilateral ODA, and includes the microdata used to produce the
publication.

9.15 Related Statistics and Publications 

3. The OECD statistics provide ODA breakdowns for DAC donors
(including multilaterals). This source is useful when carrying out
international comparisons. Figures for DAC donors’ final 2022 ODA will
be published in December 2023.

4. The Development Tracker can be used to explore details of the individual
development projects that the UK is funding. This allows you to filter
projects by country and sector and view further details about the project
as published in documents such as the business case and annual
review. The tracker uses open data on development projects, compliant
with the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) standard, to show
where funding by the UK Government and its partners is going and
‘trace’ it through the delivery chain.

9.16 National Statistics 

5. The Office for Statistics Regulation (part of the United Kingdom Statistics
Authority)  designated these statistics as National Statistics in March
2016, in accordance with the Statistics and Registration Service Act
2007 and signifying compliance with the Code of Practice for Statistics.
Designation means the statistics carry the National Statistics label and
conform to the standards summarised below.

6. The Office for Statistics Regulation published their findings from a
compliance check of SID in 2019 which confirmed that it is designated a
National Statistic.
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7. The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office is now
responsible for producing the Statistics on International Development
statistical series.  The designation of National Statistics carries through
to the new Department.

8. For information on the work of the UK Statistics Authority visit:
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk

9.17 Contact Details 

For enquiries (non-media) about the information contained in this publication, 
or for more detailed information, please contact: 

Jacqueline Robertson 

Telephone: 07768 90 42 27 

E-mail: statistics@fcdo.gov.uk

Website:https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-
commonwealth-development-office/about/statistics  

For media enquiries please contact the FCDO Press Office on +44 (0)20 7008 
3100. 

For further information on development issues and FCDO policies, please 
contact the Public Enquiry Point on 020 7008 5000. 
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Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and 
Sport (DCMS) 

DCMS’s International Cultural Heritage Protection programme works with a range of 
domestic and international partners to protect tangible and intangible cultural heritage 
across the world. With initiatives ranging from emergency response to research 
partnerships, the programme supports sustainable development and humanitarian needs 
and helps ensure the UK is a force for good in the world. These programmes contribute 
towards key HMG stabilisation, security, and development objectives. Through the 
Cultural Protection Fund, the British Council delivers grant funding to local organisations 
working on cultural heritage protection across the Middle East, North and East Africa. 
Emergency support has also been delivered to Ukraine, Turkiye and Syria. 

Department for 
Education (DfE) 

DfE’s ODA covers support of asylum seekers in the first 12 months after they make a claim 
for asylum in the UK. This support relates to the provision of publicly-funded education 
services for asylum seekers of compulsory school age. 

Department for 
Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 

The key programme areas of Defra’s ODA portfolio aim to protect and restore critical 
terrestrial and marine ecosystems, address the decline in species and wildlife, expand 
knowledge and research on biodiversity, nature, and climate and integrate nature into 
financial and economic decision making. Defra also provides contributions to, multilateral 
environment agreements  

Main Activities: 
1. The Darwin Initiative: a global competitive grant scheme that funds projects in
developing countries and our UK Overseas Territories to help them better manage their
natural resources and protect biodiversity.
2. Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) Challenge Fund: a global competitive grant scheme that
funds projects in developing countries to develop sustainable livelihoods for communities
affected by illegal wildlife trade; strengthen law enforcement and the criminal justice
system; and reduce demand for the products of the illegal wildlife trade.
3. Blue Planet Fund (BPF): a global fund designed to aid developing countries protect the
marine environment and reduce poverty by improving marine biodiversity; adapting to and
mitigating climate change; reducing marine pollution; and supporting sustainable seafood
production.
4. International Contr butions to Multilateral Organisations and Environmental Agreements 
(MEAs): Covering subjects including sustainable use of natural resources, sustainable
development, air quality, waste management, control of chemicals and food security.

Examples of major projects and countries supported in 2022: Defra’s ODA is delivered 
through a range of aid instruments, organisations and supports a range of countries. This 
includes global demand led challenge funds like Darwin and IWT to new programmes such 
as the Biodiverse Landscapes Fund which will be focussed on 6 specific landscapes and 
18 countries (including Peru, Ecuador, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Madagascar, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Angola, Guatemala, Honduras). The Blue Planet Fund has a strong 
focus on Small Island Developing States and will also support marine programmes in 
countries such as Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Vietnam and Madagascar. 

Department of Health 
and Social Care (DHSC) 

In support of the UK Aid Strategy, DHSC’s expenditure on Official Development 
Assistance was £226 million in 2021.DHSC’s main ODA activities are on the areas of 
global health, health security and global health research. The Global Health Security 
(GHS) programme’s activities in these areas have helped developing countries to reduce 
preventable deaths and burden from disease; to detect health threats; and to provide rapid 
and effective response to health threats that emerge. GHS research activities funded 
innovative research in specific vaccine and vaccine technologies and informed best 
practice in disease outbreaks interventions and to reduce the threat of antimicrobial 
resistance. 

In addition, through the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR), the Global 
Health Research (GHR) portfolio has supported high-quality applied health research for 
the direct and primary benefit of people in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). The 
portfolio aims were delivered through a mix of researcher-led and commissioned calls 
delivered by NIHR and through partnerships with other global health research funders, 
through initiatives to develop and advance global health research and career pathways 
both in LMICs and in the UK.  

Organisations supported (not exhaustive): 
World Health Organization 
Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
Eastern Mediterranean Public Health Network 
United Nations Antimicrobial Resistance Multi-Partner Trust Fund 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) 
South Centre 
Commonwealth Pharmacists Association  
Tropical Health and Education Trust (THET) 
Global Antibiotic Research and Development Partnership (GARDP) 
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) 
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European and Developing Country Clinical Trials Partnerships (EDCTP) 
Grand Challenges Canada 
UK Collaborative on Development Research (UKCDR) 
Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases 
Global Road Safety Facility (GSRF) 
Elton John AIDS Foundation 

Department for Levelling 
Up, Housing and 
Communities (DLUHC) 

The Department for Levelling Up Housing and Communities reports ODA elig ble costs 
for the Homes for Ukraine scheme include a proportion of funds paid to Local Authorities 
(LAs) and Devolved Governments (DGs) as a tariff for which a proportion is ODA eligible 
and 100% of ‘thank you payments’ for up to 12 months from arrival paid to sponsors 
providing housing via relevant Local Authorities. 

Department for 
Transport (DfT) 

The Department for Transport and Network Rail arranged for a shipment of aid and road 
vehicles to be driven to Ukraine. This shipment included hand tools to help Ukraine 
Railways to maintain rail infrastructure damaged by the war. This was in addition to a £10 
million rail aid package for Ukraine which was funded through the Conflict, Stability and 
Security Fund. 

Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) 

DWP pays an annual contribution to the regular budget of the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). 60% of this is ODA-eligible. DWP spend for 2021 also included ODA-
eligible benefits to refugees within the first twelve months of stay in the UK as part of the 
Vulnerable Persons Resettlement (VPR) programme. The VPR ended in March 2021. 

Gift Aid The portion of Gift Aid claimed by UK based international development charities that is 
then used on ODA eligible activities. To understand more about ODA elig ble Gift Aid, 
please see methodology note. 

HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) 

HMRC works with ODA-eligible countries, supporting economic development through 
improving tax administration functions, providing economic integration, stability and 
growth. This includes provision of peer-to-peer technical assistance in tax administration 
functions. Areas of focus also include international tax transparency standards, the 
OECD Global Forum 73 standard for transparency and the more recently introduced 
standards under Pillars 1&2. 

Accelerate Trade Facilitation supports ODA eligible countries to implement the WTO 
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) and related reforms. The aim is to help beneficiary 
countries to align their border procedures to the TFA, reducing the time and cost of 
trading goods, which leads to enhanced economic growth and development. The 
programme is delivered by multilateral partners, the World Customs Organization (WCO) 
and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). WCO 
provide targeted support to customs administrations to implement technical customs 
reforms in line with the TFA and enhance organisational development. UNCTAD 
supports the operationalisation of National Trade Facilitation Committees (NTFCs) which 
comprise of different agencies and private sector stakeholders that coordinate domestic 
trade facilitation reforms. 

Child Benefit Assistance for Afghan and Ukrainian Refugees Programmes provide help 
and support to Ukrainian and Afghan families with children fleeing conflict to the UK. 
These programmes are ran under the UK Resettlement Scheme (UKRS), Afghan 
Citizens Resettlement Scheme (ACRS), Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy 
(ARAP), Homes for Ukraine and the Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme 

HM Treasury (HMT) HMT ODA relates to development-related administrative costs, and countering money 
laundering and illicit finance. 

Home Office (HO) Main activities 

• In-donor spend on support to asylum seekers and the resettlement of
vulnerable people. This is linked to support and shelter for up to 12 months.
• Work upstream in ODA countries to build capacity and capability in recipient
countries in order to improve security, protect children and tackle modern slavery.

Organisations supported 
UNICEF, IOM 

Countries and sectors supported 
Developing countries unspecified 

Refugees/asylum seekers in donor countries 
Ending violence against women and girls 
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Social Protection 
Human rights 
Facilitation of orderly, safe, regular and respons ble migration and mobility 
Security system management and reform.

Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) 

MoD ODA spend includes training in human rights, rule of law, international humanitarian 
law, protection of civilians in conflict, maritime law, and the UK Hydrographic Office 
support to developing countries in maritime charting. 

Office for National 
Statistics 

Main activities 
ONS support key FCDO countries, underpins open societies whilst better informing 
delivery of sustainable development goals, improving lives and informing citizens and 
policy makers in all sectors, including economic development, health, the environment 
and demography 

Organisations supported 
National Institute of Statistics Rwanda 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
Ghana Statistical Service 
Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
Department of Statistics, Jordan 
Namibia Statistics Agency 
Central Statistical Office of Zambia 
Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency 
Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics 
National Bureau of Statistics Tanzania 

Countries and sectors supported; 
Rwanda 
UNECA 
Ghana 
Kenya 
Jordan 
Namibia 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
Palestine 
Tanzania 

Major projects supported in 2022 

DevTracker Programme GB-GOV-24-High quality statistics that improve lives globally 
(fcdo.gov.uk) 

Other In-donor Refugee 
Costs 

The geography covered in departments’ estimated spend on IDRC is usually UK wide, 
however, for the majority of DfE’s and all of DHSC’s ODA, estimated spend only reports 
costs administered in England as Education and Health is devolved for Scotland and 
Wales. 

Therefore, where data is unavailable for Devolved Governments and to avoid 
undercounting the true UK in-donor refugee spend, Health and Education estimated 
costs for each scheme are imputed using the same methodology and unit costs per 
person in England as Scotland and Wales. This is then multiplied by the estimated 
proportion of ODA eligible individuals in the relevant regions. This information is provided 
by the Home Office on an annual basis. Estimates for IDRC in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland are combined and recorded as ‘Other in-donor refugee costs’ in the 
published data in SID reports. These costs are not specifically assigned to the Devolved 
Governments. 

Scottish Government The Scottish Government, through its £11.5M pa International Development Fund in 
2022, supports development work in its partner countries Malawi, Zambia, Rwanda and 
Pakistan, in pursuit of the UN Global Goals; in 2022, this included £1.5M to support 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics in its three African partner 
countries, as part of its ongoing support for their COVID-19 response. A separate £1m 
Humanitarian Emergency Fund also provides humanitarian funding to support crises as 
they occur, including during 2022 funding support for: the response to Tropical Storm 
Ana in Malawi; people affected by the hunger crisis in the Horn of Africa (Ethiopia and 
Somalia); and Pakistan floods relief. The Scottish Government also provided an 
additional £4m in humanitarian support in 2022 for the humanitarian crisis arising from 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which included donating to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee (DEC) Ukraine Appeal. Finally, the Scottish Government’s Climate Justice 
Fund helps tackle the effects of climate change in the poorest, most vulnerable 
countries, based on a simple and powerful message: the poor and vulnerable at home 
and overseas are the first to be affected by climate change, and will suffer the worst, yet 
have done little or nothing to cause the problem. 
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Welsh Government The Welsh Assembly supports the Wales for Africa programme, which aims to help 
deliver the Sustainable Development Goals. It also provides small grants to 
organisations based in Wales to promote development awareness.  

11. Alternative text for one-pager factsheets

1. Main summary factsheet – page 7 Infographic
This factsheet covers the key headlines of the Final SID 2022.

Box 1: Headlines 

• The UK has spent in line with the government’s decision to spend around
0.5 per cent of Gross National Income on ODA in 2022, at 0.51 per cent
of GNI.

• 75.4% of UK ODA was spent bilaterally (i.e. going to specific countries,
regions or programmes).

• 59.7% of UK ODA was spent by the FCDO.
• In 2022, Afghanistan was the largest bilateral recipient of UK ODA, at

£353m.

Box 2:  Total UK net ODA: by contributor 

This box presents a line chart of total UK ODA by FCDO, Other Government 
Departments (OGDs) and Other Contributors of UK ODA from 2009 to 2022. 
The FCDO line starts at £6.7bn in 2009 and ends at £7.6bn in 2022. The FCDO 
line grows steadily over time, peaking in 2019 and then dipping in 2020 and 
then further in 2022. The OGD line starts at £0.4bn in 2009 and gradually 
increases over time to its highest point of £4.8bn in 2022. The Other 
Contributors of UK ODA line starts at £0.2bn and peaks at £1.4bn in 2017 then 
decreases to £0.3bn in 2022. The text reads: From 2009 to 2022, FCDO’s 
(including combined former DFID and former FCO) total ODA share has 
gradually decreased from 91.1% to 59.7%, while Other Government 
Departments’ (OGDs) share has increased, from 5.5% in 2009 to 37.7% in 
2022. 

Box 3: UK bilateral ODA by region, 2022 

This box presents a bar chart of UK region-specific spend broken down by 
region – Africa (£1,241m), Asia (£1,050m), Europe (£452m), Americas (£188m) 
and Pacific (£10m).  

Box 4: UK Bilateral ODA: Top 10 recipient countries, 2022 
This box presents a bar chart of the top 20 recipient countries of UK bilateral 
ODA in 2022 from the largest to smallest. It shows the following countries and 
value: Afghanistan (£353m) to the 20th – Zimbabwe (£38m). All the values in 
the bar chart are found in Table 6a. Afghanistan (£353m), Ukraine (£342m), 
Nigeria (£110m), Somalia (£100m), Ethiopia (£90m), Yemen (£77m), South 
Sudan (£76m), Syria (£63m), Pakistan (£58m), Bangladesh (£55m), Colombia 
(£51m), Mozambique (£49m), Congo, Dem. Rep. (£47m), Myanmar (£47m), 
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India (£46m), Kenya (£45m), Uganda (£45m), Jordan (£42m), St. Helena 
(£40m), Zimbabwe (£38m). 

Box 5: Total ODA spend by contributor, 2022 
This box presents a doughnut chart of ODA spend by contributor. It shows 
contributors that spent over £200 million each in 2022. FCDO is the largest 
contributor at £7,635m, followed by the Home Office (£2,397m), the 
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (£554m), Department 
for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (£524m), and the Department of 
Health and Social Care (£465m), Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (£314m), 
Department for Education (£218m)  as well as other contributors (£680m). 

Box 6: UK Bilateral ODA: top 5 sectors, 2022 

This box presents a bar chart of the percentage share of the top 5 sectors – 
Refugees in Donor Countries (£3690m), Humanitarian Aid (£1,109m), Health 
(£966m), Multisector (£840m), Government & Civil Society (£727m).  

2. Ukraine Case Study – page 24

This infographic sets out a case study of UK ODA to Ukraine in 2022 

Box 1: Background 

This box presents background information with context on the current political 
situation in Ukraine. It includes humanitarian figures as well as key UK ODA 
data.  

• On 24 February 2022, Russia launched an illegal invasion of
Ukraine, escalating more than eight years of conflict into a full-
scale war, driving humanitarian needs countrywide and mass
displacement.

• Humanitarian needs are most severe in frontline areas, and in
areas under the control of Russia – where an estimated 4 million
people remain and are largely out of reach to humanitarian actors.

• Away from the frontline, the rising cost of living and significantly
reduced employment options and income, as well as
displacement are key drivers of need.

Humanitarian Figures: 
• 16.6 million people in need of humanitarian assistance in Ukraine

in 2023
• 5.1 million Internally Displaced Peoples, 4.8 million returns and

5.8 million refugees
• Over 26,000 civilian casualties, including 9,500 killed and 17,200

injured.
• Over 1,000 attacks on health facilities and 3,750 on education

facilities
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• 30% of Ukraine contaminated with mines / explosive remnants of
war

• Sources: OCHA, IOM, UNHCR, OHCHR, WHO, MoE.

Map of Ukraine and surrounding region: 
This section contains an outline of Ukraine in the centre of the map with 
neighbouring countries Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Moldova, 
Belarus and Russia also outlined.  

UK ODA 2022 
• The UK provided £342 million of ODA to Ukraine in 2022, up by

£311 million (an 11-fold increase) from £31 million in 2021.
• Ukraine was the second largest country-specific bilateral ODA

recipient, with an almost 3 per cent share of all ODA.
• In 2022, £199 million of bilateral ODA to Ukraine (58 per cent)

was in the form of humanitarian aid.
• The UK also funded three Ukrainian refugee schemes in 2022

(Homes for Ukraine, Family Visa Scheme and Extension
Scheme), which provide temporary protection visas for Ukrainian
citizens. ODA for these schemes is not assigned to Ukraine as
the benefitting country, in line with the DAC rules around in-donor
refugee costs.

Box 2: Breakdown of 2022 UK bilateral ODA to Ukraine, by sector 

This box contains a doughnut chart that shows the largest sectors of ODA to 
Ukraine in 2022, totalling £342m. The largest is Humanitarian Aid (£199m), 
followed by Government and Civil Society (£114m), Economic Infrastructure 
and Services (£12m), Multisector / Cross-Cutting (£10m), 
Unallocated/Unspecified (£5m), Education (£1m), and Other (£0.3m) 

There is also some text that is next to this chart which reads: The Ukraine 
Humanitarian Programme provides humanitarian aid and protection support to 
those affected by the war both in Ukraine and the region, with a focus on the 
most vulnerable. The programme is a critical part of the UK government’s 
collective support to Ukraine in response to the Russian invasion. Following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24th February 2022 the FCDO committed 
£220m of humanitarian funding to Ukraine and the region covering FY 21/22 
and FY 22/23. The first phase of the response focused on substantial support 
to appeals run by trusted partners and in-kind support, before providing more 
targeted funding to UN partners and NGOs later in the year 

Box 3: Largest Bilateral ODA contributions through Multilateral delivery 
partners, 2022  

This box presents a bar chart with the largest UK 2022 bilateral ODA through 
multilateral organisations, with contributions over £10m specifically earmarked 
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to Ukraine. It shows that the IBRD is the largest, with £75m worth of ODA 
spend. This was followed by UNOCHA (£35m), UNHCR (£25m), UN Children’s 
Fund (£21m) World Food Programme (£17m), UN Population Fund (£10m) and 
IOM (£10m). 

Box 4: UK total and Humanitarian Bilateral ODA to Ukraine, 2010 to 2022 

This box shows a line graph of Total Bilateral ODA as well as Humanitarian 
ODA to Ukraine from 2010 to 2022. Total Bilateral ODA starts at £0.5m to 
Ukraine in 2010 before steadily rising slightly then falling to £31m in 2021. It 
then increases from £31m to £342m in 2022. Humanitarian Aid follows a similar 
trajectory but is smaller. It starts at £0m in 2010 then begins to rise in 2014. In 
2021 it is £0.7m then reaches £199m in 2022. 

3. Humanitarian Case Study – page 37
This is a case study on Afghanistan, including background information and key 
headlines and charts on ODA to Afghanistan in 2022 and previous years.

Box 1: Background information and key figures 

Humanitarian aid is assistance designed to save lives, alleviate suffering and 
maintain and protect dignity during and in the aftermath of emergencies. It 
covers: 

• Emergency Response – provision of food aid, material relief, co-
ordination and support required in an emergency situation resulting from
man-made crises and/or natural disasters

• Reconstruction, relief and rehabilitation – restricted to short term support
for the restoration of service and infrastructure during and in the
aftermath of an emergency

• Disaster prevention and preparedness – disaster risk reduction activities
• In 2022, 326 million people needed humanitarian assistance and

protection.

Recent Trends 

• In 2022, UK bilateral humanitarian aid was £1,109 million, an increase
of £366 million compared to 2021.

• Humanitarian aid accounted for 11.5 per cent of total UK bilateral ODA
in 2022, up from 10.3 per cent in 2021.

• The amount of humanitarian aid fluctuates year-on-year due to being
driven by response to crises. In 2021 there was a reduction in line with
an overall reduction in UK ODA due to the government’s decision to
spend 0.5 per cent of GNI on ODA compared to 0.7 per cent. Spend
increased in 2022 due to increased humanitarian need.

Bar chart on UK Bilateral Humanitarian ODA 2013-2022 
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Box 1 shows a bar chart on UK Bilateral Humanitarian ODA spent from 
2013-2022. 
Spend starts at £826m in 2013 and rises to its peak in 2019 before falling in 
2021 but then increasing to £1,109m in 2022.  

Box 2: Breakdown of UK bilateral humanitarian ODA by activity, 2022 

This box presents a bar chart which shows the Humanitarian Aid sector 
breakdown of UK bilateral ODA in 2021 and 2022. Material relief assistance 
and services makes up the largest proportion of the chart in 2022 (£613m) 
followed by Emergency Food Assistance (£229m), Relief coordination and 
support services (£167m), Multi-hazard response preparedness (£70m), 
Immediate post-emergency reconstruction and rehabilitation (£28m), and Basic 
health care services in emergencies (£1.6m). in 2021 these figures were 
£408m, £136m, £101m, £68m, £31m and £0.0m respectively.  

Box 3: Humanitarian aid through core funding to multilaterals 

This box contains a note which reads: This factsheet focuses on bilateral 
humanitarian ODA. The UK also funds humanitarian response through core 
support to international humanitarian organisations, for example: 

• Central Emergency Response Fund (£52m)
• World Food Programme (£40m)
• United Nations Office of Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (£21m)

Box 4: Breakdown of UK bilateral humanitarian ODA by region, 2021 and 
2022. 

This box presents a bar chart of bilateral humanitarian ODA by region in 2021 
and 2022. Asia is the highest in 2022 at £503m, followed by Africa (£243m), 
Europe (£199m), then Americas (£1m). In 2021, ODA was £398m in Asia 
followed by Africa (£300m), Americas (£3m) then Europe (£2m). 

Box 5: Changes in bilateral humanitarian aid by recipient country 

The text in this box reads: Recipient countries with largest increases in 
humanitarian aid in 2022 compared to 2021 were Ukraine (+£198m) and 
Afghanistan, (+£200m).  
Recipient countries with largest decreases in humanitarian aid in 2022 were 
Yemen  
(-£33m) and Ethiopia (-£31m). 

Funding increased in Afghanistan and Ukraine in response to increasing 
humanitarian needs. These two countries accounted for 48% of UK 
Humanitarian aid in 2022 (see p. 25 for case study on Ukraine).  
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