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Agenda

▪ Introduction to the C-LEO Team

▪ What is C-LEO?

▪ Eligibility & Programme Design

▪ The Application Process

▪ Forms & Guidance

▪ Questions
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Introduction to the C-LEO 
Team
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Who are we?

▪ The UK Space Agency has set up a specific C-
LEO team to deliver this funding programme.

▪ The C-LEO team works in close partnership 
with the UKSA Telecoms team to ensure C-LEO 
remains aligned to the broader telecoms work.

▪ We in the C-LEO team should be your first 
port-of-call for C-LEO questions, which should 
be sent to C-LEO@ukspaceagency.gov.uk.
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Technology
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What is C-LEO?
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▪ Connectivity in Low Earth Orbit – C-LEO (see-
lee-oh)

▪ Aimed at developing technologies for building 
the next generation of satellite constellations 
and bringing them to market.

▪ The C-LEO programme is strongly aligned with 
three of the four core pillars of the National 
Space Strategy

Unlocking 
growth in 
the UK 
space 
sector

Growing the 
UK as a 

science and 
technology 
superpower

Developing 
resilient 
space 

capabilities 
and services
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▪ Innovative satellite communication 
technology in five technology areas

▪ Technology readiness levels (TRL) of 
between 4 and 6, however proposals 
with higher TRL will be considered. 

Targeted Technologies
On-Board 

(Regenerative) 
Processing 

(OBP)

Active 
Antennas

Optical Inter-
Satellite Links 

(OISL)

Networking and 
Routing

User Terminals 
(UT)

C-LEO
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Eligibility & 
Programme Design
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▪ Must be a UK-based entity

▪ Commercial companies must have a UK 
registration at Companies House. 

▪ Successful applicants must have a UK bank 
account

▪ Use of non-UK partners must either be self-
funded or be funded by other ESA Delegates

Eligibility
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▪ A single application, with two possible funding 
routes.

▪ Different funding levels for small, medium and 
large enterprises

▪ For national grant funding, the rates opposite 
include a 15% uplift to the subsidy ratios for 
collaborative projects

▪ Universities rates are 80% National and 100% 
ARTES

▪ Research organisations can apply for 100%

Programme Design

Size

Small

Medium

Large

National

60%

50%

40%

ARTES

75%

75%

50%
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The Application Process
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Call Process

EoI drafting 

period

6 w eeks

EoIs received 

and assessed

Successful applicants 

asked to complete 

Application form

Application 

forms assessed
Funding route 

decision

Successful applicants 

begin finalising grant 

agreement with UKSA

Successful applicants 

asked to complete ESA 

Outline Proposal

Unsuccessful 

applicants receive 

feedback

Grants signed, projects 

begin.

National grant funding route

Unsuccessful 

applicants 

receive feedback

Further stages for ESA contract funding route

ESA reviews Outline 

Proposals

Applicants asked to 

complete ESA Full 

Proposal

UKSA reviews Full 

Proposals

Applicants submit 

Full Proposals to 

ESA

Contracts signed, 

projects begin.

Successful applicants 

move onto the further 

ESA stages below
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Forms & Guidance
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Expression of Interest

▪ First stage in the process

▪ All applicants must submit an EOI

▪ Summary of your project - what is it you are proposing?

▪ Deadline is 8th May 2024 for this competition call
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Key Points for the EoI

▪ 5 targeted technologies at TRL 4-6

▪ Choice of route at EoI will have match-funding implications

▪ Match-funding rates for National grants are higher if your proposal is collaborative

▪ Read all the guidance before completing the EoI

19
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General Application Form

▪ Application form 

▪ Annexes A - G

▪ Higher level of detail required

▪ To be completed in the six-week period from mid-May 
until the end of June.
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Section 3: Finance and Commercial 
 UKSA financial 
year April-March 

Grant Funding  Match Funding 
 
 

Project Cost 

FY 24/25    

FY 25/26    

FY 26/27    

FY 27/28    

Total    

 
Have you received any other grants from UK 
Space Agency or any other government body in 
the last 3 years?   
 
Please provide details including values, date of 
award and a contact email address for the fund 
administrator. 

 
 yes 
 no 
 

  
Have you applied for any other grants in relation 
to the work in this proposal? 
 
Please provide details of the name of the fund 
and the administering organisation as well as a 
contact email address for the fund administra-
tor. 

 
 yes 
 no 
 

 
What proportion of the overall turnover for your 
organisation is the grant value for this pro-
posal? 
 

 
% 

Please list any previous and current National 
and ESA funding to your company. 

 

Is your company part of a multi-national com-
pany, or owned by a non-UK company? Please 
provide parent company HQ location and regis-
tration number if applicable. 

 

Please indicate if you wish to be considered for 
National, ESA or both funding routes. If both, 
please indicate a preference and why? (100 
words) 

 

In which postcodes of the United Kingdom will 

the work take place? 

 

 

Section 2: Partner Organisation details 
Provide the name/s of partner organisation/s including a contact name and email address, and 

company size. 

*Please add more lines if needed. 

Partner Organisation name and contact details, 

including registered address and company number. 

Organisation size 

(please check appropriate box) 

 

*based on Annual Work Units (AWU) 

 

1 

 

 

 Micro <10*  ☐  Small < 50*  ☐ 

Medium <250* ☐ Large >250*  ☐  

Academia ☐  Other Research org☐ 

2 

 

 

 Micro <10*  ☐  Small < 50*  ☐ 

Medium <250* ☐ Large >250*  ☐  

Academia ☐  Other Research org☐  

3 

 

 

 Micro <10*  ☐  Small < 50*  ☐ 

Medium <250* ☐ Large >250*  ☐  

Academia ☐  Other Research org☐ 

4 

 

 

 Micro <10*  ☐  Small < 50*  ☐ 

Medium <250* ☐ Large >250*  ☐  

Academia ☐  Other Research org☐ 

5 

 

 

 Micro <10*  ☐  Small < 50*  ☐ 

Medium <250* ☐ Large >250*  ☐  

Academia ☐  Other Research org☐ 
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▪ All applications are considered 
under seven assessment criteria

▪ All applications are considered in 
competition with others received

Criteria
Disruptive 

Technology

Catalysing 
Investment

Innovation

Market 
Readiness

Project 
management

Quality of 
Team and 
Proposal

Business 
case and 
route to 
market
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Section 5: Declaration 

  

  
The lead applicant, named below, confirms they have obtained the relevant consent from an 
authorised officer or appropriate signatory who will sign a funding agreement if successful.  
 
I hereby confirm that I consent to provide the UK Space Agency, if requested, with any and 
all relevant documents to allow them to perform a due diligence check prior to funding being awarded. 
 
For proposals being considered for national grant funding, I confirm I have read and accepted the 
terms of the draft Grant Funding Agreement. No material changes will be made to this upon 
award if successful.  
 
Please check and sign the appropriate boxes below. 
 

  

 I hereby confirm that I fully comply with the 

declaration as stated above (please check) ☐ 
 
 
 
For proposals to be considered for national grant 
funding, I hereby confirm that I am agreeing in 
principle to the terms of the template in Guidance 
note C - the Grant Funding Agreement (GFA) 

(please check) ☐ 
 
Or if applicable: 
 
Please request minor changes to the terms of the 
Grant Funding Agreement (GFA), by contacting 
C-LEO@ukspaceagency.gov.uk 
(please check) ☐ 
 

Name: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature: 

  

  
By submitting this application, you are confirming that the information provided in this 
application is complete to the best of your knowledge and that you are actively engaged in 
this project and responsible for its overall management and agree to administer the award if 
successful. 
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Questions
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Thank you
C-LEO@ukspaceagency.gov.uk

EoI deadline 

Wednesday 

8th May 2024

Networking 

Event Friday 

26th April 

2024

mailto:Telecoms@ukspaceagency.gov.uk
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