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Climate Change

4.13.1 This policy sets out a requirement for development in Bristol to take into
account the impact of climate change. Development is required, by a variety
of means, to both mitigate its own impact on climate change and adapt to
the effects of climate change. By taking this cross-cutting approach, the
policy addresses objectives 1, 5, 7, 8 and 10 of the Core Strategy and responds
to issues 7, 10, 11 and 12.

Context

4.13.2 Climate change arising from emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide (CO2) is an overriding issue affecting everybody in Bristol. Climate
change is expected to progressively lead to heating of the urban environment
(the urban heat island effect) and more frequent extreme weather events.
The risk of flooding is also expected to increase.

4.13.3 Bristol City Council is committed, through the Core Cities Climate Change
Declaration and the Climate Change Act 2008, to an 80% reduction in CO2
emissions by 2050. Mitigating and adapting to climate change is therefore an
overarching principle of the Core Strategy. It has influenced the spatial
strategy for the city, which proposes to locate development in locations
accessible by a choice of means of transport. It has influenced the approach
to transport outlined in Policy BCS10, which also reflects the Joint Local
Transport Plan for the West of England. It must also be taken into
consideration in assessing individual developments.

4.13.4 Key to achieving the required reduction in CO2 emissions will be the use of
renewable and low-carbon sources of heat and power. The Bristol Citywide
Sustainable Energy Study has identified a range of resource opportunities in
the city, the exploitation of which will require the implementation of
standards for sustainable energy and sustainable design and construction in
new development, as well a supportive approach to the delivery of new
freestanding renewable development and the introduction of sustainable
energy supplies to existing buildings.

4.13.5 Having recognised the need to mitigate climate change, it is also necessary to
recognise the effects that climate change will have and may already be
having on Bristol, and therefore to consider ways in which development in
the city can adapt to the effects of climate change. There are a number of
ways in which this can be achieved.








