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The Meulcaul PDirectoi-Gemaral of ihe Havy has t nuie tuat it ie the
intention that in forthoouing weapun irials at Chriet Island all personnel whe
are at all likely to be axposed to ioniaing radiation hasards by entering the
controlled ureas will have preliwinary blood count exaainations carried out by
Aesenelie tealmicians bufoxe they are uctailed for this daly and concurs sirvongly in
the need for instituting this wise precsution.

Ze Wita reference to tne other very mach more mumereus psrsomnsgl on the Island or
in snips in the area who are unlikely 0 be exposed to the rali-out hasexd it is
considered, that in view of the considerable muubers involved, the t-ehnical
difficuitiec of ocospletins adeguate bleod examinatiuns in time and the programne ef
tests under consideratiun, it would do more hamm than good te institute an elaborate
fenting srogramne ut ahert notice, Suoh a erash prograime might well sexve te
alars those whe oonsider ¢lat there is no emoke without fire, it would inavitabdly
have to be extended to all in the area eventually, and it wouldl =merve little useful
meodical purnose. :

3¢ It is understood, from the faots available to ths Admiralty, that the ashanee of
persormal in the grmup outside the controlled areas beins axposed %5 & radiation
dose wiich will damage the ha« o ositie systems of oertain individuals represents
only a remote military hasard, which pc:liminary blood exazinatiovns would in praoctioce
do 1ittle, or nothing to minimise. But, prasumably the plans of irials might in
the future de changed in certain reapscts =0 that the hazard to personuel outside
the controlled syea might be increased. This Departments view i: ihat this hasasrd

oan only be assessed competently by Grapple Headquarters and the iredical advisere

to the Head uariems and whatever polioy is sugpested by this Headjuarieys oonceming
/recautionary neasures will almost certainly be adopted by the Auairalty.

he Action has alresdy deen takem %o arrange for blood examinutions for naval
replacencnt porsonnel leaving fer Christmas Island in the neay future by the Captain,
Orepple Squadron, in gocordance with the pructice al ado ted for naval
perscinel appointod to the Maralinga Renge (i...F.0. 8%/58 refers). The mmbers
involved are menagesble, and the deafting situation was suoh that if action had not
been initiated prouptly & considerable rumber of persomnel would have been missed if,
at a later date, Blood examinatioms for rsplacements were consid:rud to be desirabdle
hy e Hoadquartemss, Thie inatruotion will be cancelled if the Air Minisutxy,
the% and AeTeRelie agree that routine blood examinalions tor 1. placements
are uNNecssCaYy.

5¢ It is sgreed that the yreliminary examination of the cooupants of the controlled
area should vonform to the Special (Ionising Radiation, Rogulaticns (Fastories Aet),
a# laid dowm in the Drafi, but that if a nan's Pulheens x~ray is in date and negative
the ches$ x~ray should be omitted.
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