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Entrez-PubMed http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov:80/entrez/q...PubMed&list_uids=10185808&dopt=Abstract

[C11: Fed Regist 1998 Sep 24;63(185):50993-5

Claims based on exposure to ionizing radiation (prostate
cancer and any other cancer)--VA. Final rule.

This document amends the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
adjudication regulations concerning compensation for diseases claimed to

. be the result of exposure to ionizing radiation. This amendment
implements a decision by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs that, based on
all evidence currently available to him, prostate cancer and any other
cancers may be induced by ionizing radiation. The intended effect of this
action is to relieve veterans, or their survivors, seeking benefits under the
provisions of the Veterans' Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation
Standards Act of the burden of having to submit evidence that a veteran's
prostate cancer or any other cancer may have been induced by ionizing
radiation.

PMID: 10185808, UI: 99064753
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MY LOST LOVED ONES: Terri with an album of family photographs

8l My island heaven _aw |
ol \vas turned to hel S

A WOMAN who lived through
Britain’s A-bomb tests gn_ ByAI.ANR"dMBt
Slhe"sﬁ?ﬁe:ﬂﬁﬂ rg:s orfev;%;'lgtz l962,lsays she and tggdrest of the
Population were her into open
happened to the people afterwards, spaces when the bombs explo(‘:;i.
Terri Pollard’s parents, four of They were told to lie on the
her brothers and a Sistel' all died round wi‘h cotton wool stuffed
from cancers or unex?lained n their ears while the countdown
illnesses - and she herself had to began. After the explosion, just a
have a growth in he stomach few mites off-shore, they "were
removed. ) * givena picnic and watch Disney
Terri, 44, who' now lives in  movies as the mushroom cloug
Burnley, Lancs, believes m towered above their heads,
other fgmilies were also affect o When the tests were bver the
he said: “I blame the British 5{"’“"“"" were left to fend for
di

Government for all this misery, It emselves as cancers, blood
turned paradise into hell with seases, and skin complaints
these awfual weapons, spread through the 300-population,

Terri Mt out after reading ", With scarce medical

Sunday Mirror reports of illnesses faciliti island lef
in the families of servicemmen oy untreateq Y Slanders were left

witnessed the bomb tests in X : :
Australia and the Pacific, w]?ﬂedﬁg'sevxﬁ:ﬁl;sﬂ ::,&ff

She sald: “Their suffering Byt afper the tests "everything
mirrors what has happened to my changed. I now realise the whole
people. It is a disgrace the way oy Island was poisoned. The  fisL.
Plight continues to be ignored.” were poisoned - and the

Terri, who was just four when began to grow into strange
she witnessed the bomb tests in shapes.”
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Listing of Persons at UK Overseas Defence Nuclear Experimental Programmes (BLUE BOOK S)

No. TITLE REFERENCE No. DATE of Issue
1. General Description and Statistics (Provisional Issue) SFS/OEL/GB/1(P) 21/05/1982
2. UK Civilians | SFS/OEL/UCIVB/1(P) 27/04/1982
3. UK (ROYAL NAVY) Part 1 Hurricane and Mosaic SFS/OEL/UNB/1 (P) 11/03/1982
4. UK (ROYAL NAVY) Part 2 Grapple and Grapple X SFS/OEL/UNB/1 (P) 11/03/1982
5. UK (ROYAL NAYY) Part 3 Grapple Y, Grapple Z SFS/OEL/UNB/1 (P) 11/03/1982
and Operations not listed in Parts 1 & 2
6. UK (ARMY) SFS/OEL/UMB/1 (P) 10/03/1982
7. UK (ROYAL AIR FORCE) Part1 (A-L) SFS/OEL/UAB/1 (P) 16/03/1982
8. UK (ROYAL AIR FORCE) Part2 (M - 2) SFS/OEL/UAB/1 (P) 16/03/1982
9. Citizens of Australia SFS/OEL/AB/1 (P) 28/01/1982
10. Citizens of Australia SFS/OEL/AA/1(P) 29/01/1982
11. Miscellaneous SFS/OEL/MISCB/1(P) 27/04/1982

COPIES HELD IN A6.1 ARCHIVE and TEST VETERAN ARCHIVE A38.1.
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1 , Newcastle.co.uk

News
IT'S PAYBACK TIME

Jun 17 2001
Sunday Sun

Servicemen involved in Britain's atomic bomb tests WERE exposed to radiation . . . despite
Ministry of Defence denials.

For decades, the MoD have claimed that British, Australian and New Zealand servicemen
were not blasted with dangerously-high jevels of radiation during nuclear tests in the 1950s.

But evidence has emerged that some servicemen were exposed to the deadly effects of the
experiments. Thomas

Wilson, 68, of Ferguson Lane, Newcastle, was a 20-year-old Royal Engineer at the time.

He was at Britain's first atomic bomb test at Monte Bello island, off Australia, in 1952 and
says documentation he was given then proves that the levels he was exposed to exceeded
safety guidelines.

After the explosion, he was sent back to the island as part of a team collecting samples for
British scientists to analyse.

He still has his old Army paybook which records he was exposed to 1.99 roentgens.

A roentgen is an old measurement now replaced with millisieverts. There are around 10
millisievert in a roentgen and

workers in the nuclear industry are only allowed to be exposed to 20 millisieverts a year. Mr
Wilson was exposed to the equivalent amount all at once.

He said: "After the explosion, we were told to volunteer to help pick up samples off the
ground on the island. I ended up being covered in the fall-out.

"They never warned us of the danger and I only found how dangerous the job was when I
was being scrubbed down.

"I was told if I had any strange ilinesses I had to immediately tell my doctor I had been in
the tests.

"After the tests many of us had bad toothache and while we were coming home aboard a

Royal Navy ship, my teeth started falling out. When I pointed out to the MoD that I had this
entry in my paybook, I was told it was a mistake and I should send it back.

"I refused point-blank because I know I wouldn't have seen it again.”

Mr Wilson's daughter Pauline was born with a type of cancer called Letterer-Siwe. He says at

the time she was diagnosed as having the disease he was told by doctors it was an extremely
rare cancer in the UK.

They said it was widespread in hot countries and could be caused by radiation.

"My wife Molly never left Newcastle all the time she was carrying Pauline, so I believe that
we can discount the hot countries," he said.

An MoD spokesman said: "Mr Wilson's exposure was considered to be within the safe limits
at the time of the tests.

"An Australian Royal Commission report in 1985 shows the average exposure for servicemen
was less than five millisieverts during the tests. This is well within safe levels."



(: L 1€ Newcastle.co.uk

News

SOLDIER'S TEETH FELL OUT AFTER N-TEST
Jun 18 2001

The Journal

New evidence has emerged that servicemen were exposed to unsafe radiation levels in
Britain's atomic bomb tests, despite denials by the Ministry of Defence.

For decades the MoD has claimed the British, Australian and New Zealand soldiers were not
blasted with dangerous levels of radiation during nuclear tests in the 1950s.

But new evidence shows the men were exposed to deadly radioactive particles.

Thomas Wilson, €8, of Ferguson Lane, Newcastle, was a 20-year-old Royal Engineer when he
took part in the experiments.

He was at Britain's first atomic bomb test at Monte Bello Island, off Australia, in 1952 and
says documentation he was given proves the levels he was given exceeded safety guidelines.
After the explosion, he was part of the British team sent back to the island to collect samples
for analysis.

And he still has his old army payboock which records that he was exposed to 1.99 roentgens
of radiation in one dose.

This is equivalent to the amount a nuclear worker is allowed to be exposed to in a year.

He said: "After the explosion, we were told to volunteer to help pick up samples on the
island.

"I ended up being covered in the fall-out. They never warned us of the danger until later.

"After the tests many of us had bad toothache and while we were coming home aboard a
Royal; Navy ship, my teeth started failing out.”

Mr Wilson's daughter Pauline was born with a type of cancer called Letterer-Siwe. He says at
the time she was diagnosed he was told it was an extremely rare cancer and could be caused
by radiation. .

A Ministry of Defence spokesman said: "Mr Wilson's exposure was considered safe at the
time of the tests. An Australian Royal Commission report in 1985 shows the average
exposure for servicemer. was less than five milliseiverts during the tests. This is well within
safe levels."
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National Radiological Protection Board, Chilton, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 ORQ.
Tel: (01235) 831600 - Fax: (01235) 833891 - E-mail: nrpb@nrpb.org.uk

AWE Company Health Assurance Team Our ref: B1050/04
AWE

Aldermaston

READING

RG7 4PR 20 June 2001

_’

Study of UK Participants in the UK Atmospheric Nuclear Weapons Tests

I hope you can help with an enquiry regarding the dose records for a member of our
epidemiological study. This enquiry has arisen from a newspaper article that has been

brought to our attention (see attached). In the article ||| | I c12ims that he has a
record that he was exposed to 1.99 roentgens of radiation.

However, I have checked our database record for i (a good match for his
details was found on our databases) and no dose has been reported for him. The Blue Book

entry forJJ . which is the basis of the information on our database, also has no record
of a dose (see attached, underjjjip- However. interestingly, the neighbouring entry in

the book for [ has 2 dose of 1990 millirem, the dose | R c!2ims to

have.

So it looks like there is the possibility of some sort of mix-up, either or **-
— the Blue Books. In order to ensure that we haye *--
study, I would be grateful if you would investi o1 3

Wilson W have teen correctly recorded. LA o\

| WtV leg

\
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you h Wo

Yours sincerely

' From | icewioloey
Tel: +44 (0)1235 822809 - Fax: +44 (0)1235 833891 ~ Email:
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY
I

Medical Policy Manager

Room 6106, Norcross, Norcross Lane, Blackpool, Lancs FYS 3WP
Tel: 01253 332582  Fax: 01253 330437

24 May 1999

St Giles Court

1-13 St Giles High Street
LONDON

WC2H 8LD

v [

War Pension Claims - Ionising Radiation Related

Thank you for your note of 11 May 1999 and for discussing some of the issues in advance.
I understand that your principal concem is the war pensions approach to service personnel
who have potentially been exposed to excess ionising radiation in relation to their mainstream
principal occupation eg submariners exposed to radiation as part of the Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Programme. I note your use of the National Registry of Radiation Workers’
Studies reports and would be most grateful if you could send me the recently published 2nd
analysis - or failing that provide me with the reference.

You make reference in the note to the recent Industrial Injuries Advisory Council (ITIAC)
report on diseases induced by ionising and non-ionising radiation. As I explained I provide
the DSS medical/scientific input to ionising radiation linked disease considderation both for
Industrial Injuries and for War Pensions. You ask in the note if the War Pensions Schiva:
will be adopting the criteria recommended in the report for Industrial Injuries. The short
answer as we discussed is “no”. The introduction to the IIAC report sets out the basis used
in prescribing diseases. One route to prescription is the existence of evidence that the risk
of having the condition prescribed is doubled as a result of occupation. No such requirement
is required for war pensions.

DSS is aware of the provisions of the BNFL Compensation Scheme for radiation linked
diseases. In fact it was discussed in some detail during IIAC consideration of these
conditions. We confirmed in our conversation that neither of the DSS schemes uscs an
individual case probability of causation calculation, which is the basis I understand, of the
BNFL Scheme. '
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Ministry of Defence Main Building
Whitehall

LONDON

SWI1A 2HB

Telephone: MOD Network Exchange: Main Building
Direct Dialling (0171-218)
Tel Extn: 7379 Fax Extn: 7400

Medical Policy Manager

DSS Our Reference: D/ACSA(N)/15/8/2
WPA

Norcross Blackpool FYS5 3WP Date: 26/01/01

THE ASE & ASE CORRESPONDENCE

Thank you for copying me the papers or-and the lost peal that you have directed to
AWE. The |l as¢ appeal report by the chairman is concerning as it appears to indicate a
disregarding of the 1993 NRPB report conclusions on MM. Neither does there appear to have been any
argument on probability of radiation causation put, not that this alone would have changed anything.

[ have to say that [ am coming to the opinion that if appellants are routinely going to use a solicitor then we
will find it increasingly difficult to convince the PAT of our view in many of these appeals. The wording in
the WPA legislation taken together with the normal scientific terminology used in radiobiological matters
and health effects means that doubt can always be established and the decision will come down to even
more subjective topic of what is reasonable evidence.

We, or more accurately AWE, have provided general and case specific briefs for the PAT and for your
case officers and we will continue to adapt these to suite the evolving situation. My belief is that we must
however try and put stronger arguments to the PAT at the hearing, which regardless of their knowledge
will make them take a more balanced view of the appellant councils statements. To achieve this [ would
like to suggest that, given AWE agreement, we meet with your case officers for face to face discussions

prior to an appeal hearing, we might e\féﬁuade the NRPB to participate. Would you like to give this a
try?
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15th June 2001

House of Commons,
London SW1A OAA.

May 1 congratulate you on your re-election to sexve a8 .our member of parliment,
especialy as you managed to almost double your majority.

And thank you for your letter of ird May 2001, enclosing @ letter from-

‘ -ot the Ministry of Defence dated 26th April 2001, whioh I have perused

with great interest.

The reascn given " that the crew were mustered on deck in order to enforce the
procedure necessary %o ensure their safaty from the damaging effects of the
initial 1ight flash * does not make any seuse %o most people. In their . opinion
they would have been better protected had they been below decks, especia. lly a3 we
had been informed during a treefing,prior to the tests,that radiation halved when
passing through steel.So if the orew had been on the mess deck they would have
been exposed to a leseer dose of radiation. ( or was tbis information untrue,

like S0 much that we were told? )

_eta‘tes that according to the ships log book " there are hovever no
records of orew members being ordered to stay on the upper deck for a long period
of time after the detonatiom". He also states " of sourse mustering would have
commenced well before detonation time "% Can we assume from this statement that
there is also no record in the ships log book of the time that the ships company
mustered oz the flight deck ? This is truly unbelievable.

In fzot the orew cleared lower decks ai 0845.
The Valiant bomher made its dumy run ab about 0800.
and the bowd weat off at 0940 ( +/— 5 minutes for the 2nd & 3rd Tast )

sol s oo 1 ation that " of course mustering would have commenced well
before detonation time and this wight explain t$he thought that individuale uwere
on deck for a long time " is far from the truth.
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See attached fax from Aus. Can you see if there is any record of the use of this port?
The line will be that all moves of RA materials in and out of Maralinga were in accordance with
International packaging standards, so there would have been no contamination on route.
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PRESS BRIEF

D/ACSA(N)/15/8/7
07/06/01

NUCLEAR TEST VETERANS : BLOOD TESTS .
ISSUE:

How to handle the suggestion that blood testing was denied to nuclear test
participants.

LINES TO TAKE

¢ Blood tests were considered but it was clear at the time that there was
no medical reason for them, this would still be the medical view
today.

o The Inteational Commission for Radiation Protection (ICRP) in
their 1954 recommendations considered that as long as radiation
monitoring was carried out and doses were low (less than 1/3 of the
permissible level) then no blood tests were necessary.

¢ Participants who, as part of their duties, were at risk of radiation
exposure were issued with radiation measuring film badges and the
dose records are available. The average measured doses were well
within the prescribed limits,

o Access to the potentially contaminated forward areas of the ranges
was controlled and environmental monitoring undertaken at the time
demonstrates that domestic areas were not contaminated.

If pressed on the fact that AWRE staff had blood tests then:

e Shortly after the test programme ended a statutory requirement was to
be introduced requiring civilian radiation workers to have blood tests.
In anticipation of this AWRE staff and certain RAF staff who were
regularly exposed were subject to blood tests. There is, however, no
statutory requirement for radiation workers to have blood tests today.
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PRESS BRIEF

D/ACSAN)/15/8/7
07/06/01

NUCLEAR TEST VETERANS : BLOOD TESTS.
ISSUE:

How to handle the suggestion that blood testing was denied to nuclear test
participants.

LINES TO TAKE

¢ Blood tests were considered but it was clear at the time that there was
o no medical reason for them, this would still be the medical view
today.

o The International Commission for Radiation Protection (ICRP) in
their 1954 recommendations considered that as long as radiation
monitoring was carried out and doses were low (less than 1/3 of the
permissible level) then no blood tests were necessary.

o Participants who, as part of their duties, were at risk of radiation
exposure were issued with radiation measuring film badges and the
dose records are available. The average measured doses were well
within the prescribed limits.

o Access to the potentially contaminated forward areas of the ranges
() was controlled and environmental monitoring undertaken at the time
demonstrates that domestic areas were not contaminated.

If pressed on the fact that AWRE staff had blood tests then:

¢ Shortly after the test programme ended a statutory requirement was to
be introduced requiring civilian radiation workers to have blood tests.
In anticipation of this AWRE staff and certain RAF staff who were
regularly exposed were subject to blood tests. There is, however, no
statutory requirement for radiation workers to have blood tests today.
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Here is an enquiry from Australia and the reply I have sent, can you find anything in your archive on the
distribution field arising from the firings at Kuli? Or any other info of relevence?
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Here is an enquiry from Australia and the reply I have sent, can you find anything in your archive on the
distribution field arising from the firings at Kuli? Or any other info of relevence?
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I copy you a letter I recently sent to
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transmission:
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I promised him a search for info on how weather (wind
speed and direction mainly) criteria were set and analysed and he has now reminded me.

I believe I saw something in the first few vols (1956/57) in the GRAPPLE files we looked thro the other
day but had forgotten my promise to him.

Can you please look to see what relevant info there is and send me copies, lets talk after you have
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Thanks for the help yesterday.

I light of our discussions I have changed my draft response somewhat. Your and a HP persons view on
what I have said would be appreciated. The response has to go up next Thurs 10™ but we need to staff in
ACSA(N) first so thoughts by early next week please
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occur (and there are no records to suggest it did) the level of contamination would,
taking due account of sand filtering, be well within guidelines.

The few surviving records indicate that the UK used concrete lined filter beds as a
soak away system for the aircraft cleaning water, dumping the contaminated filter bed
material at sea in sealed drums, and separately collecting the water in a sealed tank.
The UK also let the aircraft stand for some days before cleaning thereby taking
advantage of the high radioactive decay rates typical of most fission products.

It is therefore clear that the danger of contaminating domestic supplies was recognised

and appropriate precautions put in place. There is no reason to believe these were not
effective.
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AWE
JOB #437
DATE TIME TO/TROM MODE MIN/SEC PGS STATUS
001 8716 15:34 SCIENCE (NUCLEAR) 2 UF--S 02" 28" 003 OK

TIME RECBIVED: L______MAR:l r—\[\’.\
. PROTECTIVE KING
DATE: SHALL BE COMPLETED A“ AE
%}
FACSIMILE LEADER SHEET
AWE, Aldermaston

From:_____ Bldg No. ___ Reading, Berkshire

RG7 4PR

To: _ Fax No. 0207 218 7400
Tel. 0118 981 4111
Direct Tel. 0118 982 Ext.
Fax. 0118 981 5320

TRANSMISSION COMPRISES 3 PAGE(S), INCLUDING THIS PAGE

Message : Further to your phone call. The earliest reference to Canberra air sampling | can find is the article in
The Aeroplane by the navigator, on 18 December 1953. Presumably it was written with
official approval. Copy attached. ook, published in 1967, gives a brief outline of operations,
presumably gathered from personal contacts. AVM Menaul's book published in 1980 gives a bit more detail. He
was with 76 Sqdn at MOSAIC. All the accounts published after this seem to be in response to the interest
raised by the ARC and use info released for it. Two UC films were released lo the National Film and TV
Archive in 1970, one on decontamination at GZ and one made for the RAF entitled ‘Contamination Control’.
aims to have seen both before she came here.

sives: [ ex:_7497

QRIGINATORS

1) UNLESS THE ADJACENT BOX IS TICKED, THIS LEADER SHEET AND ANY ATTACHMENTS WILL BE DESTROYED. D

2) TRANSMISSIONS WITHIN THE UNITED KINGDOM, EXCLUDING NORTHERN IRELAND, ARE LIMITED TO RESTRICTED. FOR
CONFIDENTIAL AND ABOVE, CONTACT THE COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE ON EXT, 5957, TRANSMISSIONS TO NORTHERN IRELAND

AND THE REST OF THE WORLD SHALL BE LIMITED TQ UNCLASSIFIED ONLY,

RECIPIENTS: IF THE TRANSMISSION IS INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE, CALL THE AWE
FAX OFFICE ON 0118 982 5038 IN UK, INTERNATIONAL +44 118 982 5038

AWE (5 the trading name of AWE pic. Registered in
Regisiration Nymbder 02783502, Regi Offce

=A Reoding, ROT 4PR
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1) UNLESS THE ADJACENT BOX 18 TICKED, THIS LEADE!SHEETANDANYATTACHMENTSWH.L BE DESTROYED, D
2 TRANSMSSONSWNPNTFEWTEOWNM, EXCUUDING NORTHERN RELAND, ARE LIMITED TO RESTRICTED, FOR CONFIDENTIAL
AND ABOVE, CONTACT THE COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE ON EXT. 5567, TRANSMISSIONS TO NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE REST OF THE
WORLD SHALL BE UMITED TO UNCLASSFIED ONLY.

RECIPIENTS: IF THE TRANSMISSION IS INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE, CALL THE AWE
FAX OFFICE ON 0118 982 5038 IN UK, INTERNATIONAL +44 118 982 5038

AWE is the trating narme of AWE pke, fegsternd in Ergiand.
&pmmmwm Regirtered O = AWE, Aldwmas o, Reading Berkshim RG7 ®R
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FACSIMILE LEADER SHEET
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_ Foros Sy enT

Signed: _ Ext__eed~y

ORIGINATORS

1) UNLESS THE ADJACENT BOX 18 TICKED, THIS LEADER SHEET AND ANY ATTACHMENTS WiLL BE DESTROYED.

2 TRANSMISSIONS WITHN THE UNTED KINGDOM, EXCLUDING NORTHERN IRELAND, ARE LMITED TO RESTRICTED. FOR CONFIDENTIAL
AND ABOVE, CONTACT THE COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE ON EXT, 5357. TRANSMISSIONS TO NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE REST OF THE
WORLD SHALL BE LIMITED TO UNCLASSIFIED ONLY.

RECIPIENTS: IF THE TRANSMISSION ISINCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE, CALL THE AWE
FAX OFFICE ON 0118 982 5038 IN UK, INTERNATIONAL +44 118 982 5038

AWE is the recing name of AWE pli; registored in Ergiend.
Regixvmiion Numbder 023002, Registerad Ciffoe = AWE, Al fon, Reecing B it RG7 R
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FAX TRANSMISSION FORM
FROM: Dosimetry and Health Effects Group
|
PS AWE Aldermaston
READING RG7 4PR

Phone 0118 982 7496

Fax 0118 982 4813
Precedence ROUTINE
Date: 18 June 99 Time: 09-15
Our Reference Your Reference:

AWE/HPRK/B/LET/DHEG/NTV/SN9927

To Fax Number: 0171 218 7400
' ° (if this does not work try 1769)

Copy to: Fax Number:

No of sheets sent including this one 2

Email from _for reference

I AUTHORISE THE SENDING OF THIS FAX MESSAGE


































































