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All mernbers of Services

421 scientific staff

All other civiliens who will be required
to work in active areas.

‘ : : .. (a) Blood counts recuired before aprival on
si

i

i

¥

i ' (b) Blood counts not required before arrival on
i site :-

civilians whose duties do not reguire them
to enter active areas.

In the case of civilians who enter the Range
under (b) but are subsequently found to have a
need to enter an active area a blood count
would be reguired, Focilitice should
preferably exist for such examinations at
Maralinga, In addition to blood counts, film
badges would continue to be issued to all
entrants to the Range.

I should be glad if you would ralse this
matter with the Board of Mcnagement. If it is
) agreed, we shall include a suitable paragraph
: in the Maralinga Safety Regulations," {

The Chairman informed the Committee that . i
- communication had been discussed at o ;
: recent meeting of the Safety Committees The ;
1 Committee unanimously accepted the proposal and s
expressed porticular support for the continuation
of the film hadge monitoring.

Decision:

sag m proposal be adopted in its entirety.
ACTION: L) e Cxecutive Officer to ensure that facilitles
rcweanl exist at Maralinga for the carrying out of such
Chief ’
Excoutdve examinations as may be necessary for civiliaons who
after arrival on site, are found to have a need
Officer.
to enter an active area.
Secretary. (e) Seceretary to advise appropricte Commonwealth and
Stote authorities of blood count reguirement,

e A .

Item 53 Maralinge = Australian Component of Basic Force
for Stondby period 1958,

The Choirman said members would be aware of the
present position from a study of the pcopers issued
with the Agenda for thc meetinge He suggested the
Bozrd should determinc a constructive reply to the
letter dated 19th December, 1957 from the Minister
for Defence to the Minister for Supply.

The Board unanimously affirmed its view that !
the current staffing proposals represent the i
minimum needed to meet operating requirementes at :
the Ronge.
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The Naval representative stzted that the R,.A.N.
was eritically short of manpower and could not meset its
full Maralinga commaitment of 27 personnel beyord June,
1958, The most drastic cuts, particularly in shore
est-blishmenis, had been mz2de in an unsuccessful endeav=-
our to mest Catinet directives which demand, in nurbers,
more than the rescurces ovailcoble, If the Maralinga
requirement is to bve met a major flecet unit will have to
be paid off cs the Maralinga R.AN. component 1s all
highiy skiiled -nd would drain the skilled element of

. the ships company.

3oth the irmy and R.a.A.F. representatives agreed
in principie - subject to isolated variations in trades
= that their respective Services could meet their
comltments in the basic force for 1958, tut cmphasised
that manpower difficulties in both Services prevented
them from enlarging their contribution to compensate for
any deficiencies in the R....N. component.

The nossiviiity of recruiting eciviliaon tradesmen
to mon the powerncuse and other utilities instead of the
R, A.N. component was roised by the army representotive
cnd the Chief Seientist, It was noted thoit the guestion
of partly civilianising the cperation of Runge facilities
had previously been discussed ¥n all its aspects, and any
extensions beyond thc aobsolute minimum rejeeted for a
nuniber of practiccl reagons ~ not the least being the
likely loss of vital control in key facilities.

S occco it the lmy cnd Rl E.
could procec I ately to implement their componcnts ;

of the nev establishment cnd, if so, to discuss with him i
any individucl clterations in the trades required which i
1t was felt would be to the mutual advantage of the

parties, This was agreed,

Deeision:

() That no reduction in the overall figure of P45
personnel (fusts 97, U.K, 148) for the basic force
could bc entertaineds

() That owing to the inability of the Service
representatives to give any undertcking that the
§7 men reguired would be avcilable, the Board
was uncble to give effect to the reguest made by
the Minister for Defence in his letter of 19th
Decenber, 1957,

(e) The Minister for Defence to be informed in terms
of (b) above with the suggestion that the Defénce
Committece be acsked to consider how the reguirement
should be met.

Item 5L Seventh Progress ReDort - Morclings Ronse Support
. Unist

The Range Commander's rceport was tabled at the
meeting and ¢ copy 1s attached te these minutes,
Decision Progress noted.
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