b]

— e L0 NNy (D

m G 1 5 Org
LNCLASSIFIED “/"*Y

Minutes of & Meeting held at A.W.R.E.
on_15th July, 1958 to discuss
Radiological Safety Prccautions at
Christinas Island

Chairman) Task Force Grapple’
AJTRGE.

Task Force Grapple
R.A.T'. Hospital Malton
Air #inisiry

A.7.R.E.

A.V.R.E.

Headquarters Bouber Coumand
Adnirelty

War Office

Task Porce Grapple

1.  The Chairman opened the meeting by outlining the matter for discussion..
This was wiether or not Service pcrsonnel at Christmas Island should be
subjected to blood examinations. This matter hag been under consideration
both by the Task Force and A.W.R.E. for some time past but iu was now a more
pressing problem than heretofore beccuse the tests of balloon supported nuclear
Arviocs would necessitate a number of people entering and rehabilitating the
contaminated area after the first burst. He continued by saying that tuere
were two points of view, the purely medicel und the medico-le al. ¥é& hud been
advised that from a purely medicel aspect there was lititle or nothing to be
guined by subjecting Service personnel at Christmas Island to blood counts.
£.¥V.R.E. on the other hand considered that from the medico-legal aspect blood
counts were necessary. He concluded by sayin; that as A.¥.R.E. insisvcd on
blood counts for their own pcrsonnel a compromise might be acceptable. This
w28 to arrange blood counts for those who would be working in the forward arce
cduring Crapple "Z" aad for all future replacements for Christmas Island. It
wus clearly impossible «t this stage to arrange for all Service personnel at
Christmas Island during Crapple ".", a total of over 4,500, %o be piven blood
counts. ‘

2, considered that no compromise was necessary as he
thou ht thati the proposal to give blood exaiainations was unsound.

3. m then asked A.V.R.E. to yive their ressons for
advising tae Task Force Comuander that a blood count should be taken.

L. renlied that he would not argue the case for single blecod counts
en purely medicxz]l grounds but he felt that the matter wust be rejarded fro:

.he medico-le;ud an; le. He said that people with counts habitually sbove or
bzlos nornel or those with any blood ebnormality must be cicluded from the
vossibility of raciation. For this reason it was an iategral part of che
wedic:l exrmination Jiven to &ll 4..7.R.E. personnel. Furthermore, a statutory
reqyuiremnent under tnc Factories ict was shortly to became law which stated that
blacd counts were to be given to all civilisns working undcr conditions in
which hey were exposed to radiction in the norual course o. their duties.
Tin:1ly, he stated that A.7.R.J. were concerncd about the politicual reper-
cuszions which might ensue if charpes of negligence, hewever unfounded, could
be proved. He agreed that it would noi be a feasible proposition to curry
out blood counts on Service personnel already &t Christmas Island, however, he
felt that personnel working in the forward area and futu-e replacements for
Cchrisiumas Islond should receive blood counts. )
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5. Fthe_n stated that his objection was based on the grounds
* that he was not convinced that a blood count was of any use whatever and he
su;gested that if a person was examined and found to be normal before posting
to Christmas Island and who later devecloped leukaemia, it might be difficult to
refute the allegation that this was due to radiation received at Christmas

- Island.

6. — was convinced on the other hand that a blood count was of value i
by not exposing to r-aiation people of poor health., He considered that it ;
would prejudice the case if no blood count was taken and a person became ill
later.

6. Task Force Conmander then stated that the compromise he had proposed and , !
which was supportcd by [ sccned the logical one and after considerable 1
discussion the following decicions were reached: - '

(a) A1l personnel likely to be employed during Grapple "Z" in the
forward arca where they might be subject to radiation hazards should
be given blood counts before the commencement of the tests.

(b) The question of whether all Service replacement personnel
posted to Christmas Island should be given blood counts, regardless
of their duties or place of work, was to be referred to the Air
Ministry for decision in consultation with the other two Services.

H.Q. Task Force Grapple
17 July 1958
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