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6. The aircraft was fitted with collection canisiers
under the wings and also there was a small white box
which had a meter on it and which_we were told was

there for the purpose of measuring radiation.

7. Prior to those flights we were given absoluteiy no

instructions about noﬁ eating whilst in flight, no

instructions as to the dangers of radiation and we were
| not issued with any protective clothing nor were we

issued with any film badges or dosimeters.

.8. Lxcanmot recall” if 6xygen Was being Tused if those
€ f1ights,; but TR any. event we WeTe cerfainly. not ¥old to
wisgoxygen_at.all times. |

9. It is fair to say that we didn't really know what
was going on. The whole thing was 'hush hush' and
we really were not given a serious briefing about what

we were all about.

10. - My job on those two flights was to be the radio
operator and meter monitorer and in my task of monitoring
that meter I was assisted by a second wireless operator

who was also performing that task.

¢the needle  FIicker OALLhE MELEL, 7

12. Prior to the flight I recall being told how to
operate the meter, I was told how to switch it on and
take readings but, as I indicated earlier, no readings

were recorded.
13. I don't know where the aircraft flew.

14. We returned to Broome after the first flight.
When we returned from the first flight I do recall. the



canisters being removed but I do not recall that those
who removed the canisters had any protective clothing
on them. I was not told as to whether the canisters

contained any radiocactive matter.

15. After the second flight, the same thing happened -
the canisters were removed by people not wearing 4
protective clothing and again I was not told, nor do

I know as td whether the canisters contained any_

radiocactive matter.

16. I don't know who took the canisters off but they

were not air force personnel.
17. To the best of my recollection we were not given
any screening process and we were not tested for radio-

activity following those two flights.

18. Then we went back to Amberley.

. gIn-relation-to-Totem,-we. deft. Amberley Ain ﬂfncoinuzjg

N S

QShisft Amberley on 26th September,-lgsz.
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20. There were a number of local flights in the Woomera

area finding wind.

@%44&'
21. On 15th Ngvember, 1853 involved in Operation
Totem I and we left at + past 12 local time and flew

for 7 hours 45 minutes.

22. On that occasion there was a bigger black box fitted

inside the plane and again it was my job and the other
wireless operator's job to monitor that box. We were
told to monitor the readings, jot them down and to

issue a code message when we first got the reading.

23. I don't recall, but I am sure there must have been

canisters fitted under the wings.



24. Again, we were given no protective clothing, no

meter badges and no dosimeters.
25, Again no instructions, nothing about risks of

i

radiation etc., no instructiqns as to eating or not g
eating during the flight. ;
» . i

i

{

26. €Séﬁé“tiﬁé”éftéf“téke off the meter went right off

the-gauge:” - The pilot’ apparently saw  a_cleud of red=>
Eidust,,followedfthe“dloud,alimthe.way to Oodnadatta®

The meter stayed right up to the extreme of the géuge.
Uwe then” fléw Back-Buktthe-needle wouldn't ease 6If, ard

—tin el i

Lﬁayed-rightﬂup “to~the~ extreme unt11 the” fIight'Was

c‘s@.‘?ﬂ@ e—end BE Ehe f.llghf .

27. During that flight and during the time when we

were flying the cloud we ate our in-flight rations.

28. To the best of my recollection during that period
when the meter was at its extreme position we were not
using oxygen. I don't think we were high enough to
have the need for the oxygen and we were not told to

use the oxygen because of the presence of the cloud and,
as I said earlier, the Lincoln is a plane which takes

in air very readily.

29. We landed and proceeded to descend in the normal
fashion and on the way to the crew room we were met by
fellows who appeared to be scientists. They started
checking us with geiger counters and the geiger counters

were going off like machine guns.

30. They seemed very surprised at the high readings.

They told us not to put our hands near our mouth, and

I thought that was ridiculous because there we were flying
before and eating, and now we were told to behave in

some artificial and contrived manner. We were sent to

an area where there were showers. To the best of my
recollection that area was not specially set up - it was

simply a showering area. We took off our flying gear






37. To this day I don't know what the results of that

test were.

28. Around 1970 I had a growth on my lower 1lip.
I had to go to a Collins Street, Melbourne speciallist

to have it removed.
39. I then left the air force in 1974.

40. On 21st November, 1953 I flew again in aircraft 47
for two hays and the two flights were of seven hours
duration each so if the aircraft was hot, I speht
another 14 hours in it. On 24th January, 1954 I flew

in aircraft 47 for one hour 15 minutes.

41. I returned to Amberley in August 1954 after doing
an officer's course and then I noticed a group of
Lincolns standing in an isolated area at Amberley with

black crosses painted on them.
42. 1 asked someone why they were there and I was

told they were the aircraft involved in the Woomera

tests and I was told they were radioactive.

* %k kX%






