
ANNEX 3 – WORKSHOP DRIVER MAPPING DATA  
 
Context  
 
This document compiles the information gathered during the Animals in Science Committee (ASC) Futures Working Group (FWG) workshop on 
29 July 2021. Workshop attendees were allocated to three subgroups, facilitated by an ASC Member. First, each subgroup was presented with a 
number of drivers under different themes relevant to the topic of animals in science and asked to map these onto axes of importance and 
uncertainty. Then, each subgroup was asked to select 1-3 priority drivers from the “high importance, high certainty” and “high importance, low 
certainty” quadrants of their mapping exercise. For each driver, the groups identified and discussed any additional risks or opportunities that had 
not been identified in the scan. The groups then discussed actions that could be taken to mitigate the risk or exploit the opportunity.  
 
The following themes were allocated to the subgroups: 
 

• Subgroup 1 
o New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) 
o UK policy in an international context  

• Subgroup 2  
o Preclinical/toxicological regulatory issues  
o Societal concerns 

• Subgroup 3 
o Sentience 
o Climate Change 
o Issues affecting establishments 

 
  



Summary 
 
Issues which require action (top left quadrant) Issues which require scenario planning (top right 

quadrant) 
Issues which require tracking (bottom quadrants) 

• Use of data, digital and computational models 

• Public health benefits of accelerating uptake of 
NAMs 

• Artificial intelligence (AI) / increasingly digitised 
world 

• NAMs for safety decisions on chemicals 

• Next generation risk assessment 

• Validation of NAMs for use in medical research 

• Thematic review 

• Public and political interest in a phase-out 
programme 

• Increasing public concern about the use of 
animals in research 

• Second species testing 

• Section 24 and transparency 

• Review of membership profile of ASC 

• Increase in household product testing 

• Project licences for e-cigarettes 

• Ethical consumerism 

• Culture of care 

• Sentience 

• Decapods 

• Use of genetic modification (GM) technology 

• Global food sustainability 

• Complexities of genetically-altered (GA) or 
genetically-engineered (GE) animals and 
subsequent overbreeding 

• Animal research and sites other than licensed 
establishments 

• Transport and supply of animals 

• Can anaesthesia go green? 

• Sustainability 

• Increased automation in management: housing, 
care, and welfare of laboratory animals 

• Veterinary retention 

• Animal-free antibody production 

• Neural organoids 

• UK duplication issues 

• Post-Brexit challenges and opportunities 

• Brexit and free trade agreements (FTAs) 

• Government focus on innovation 

• Rapid progress in Netherlands on 
reducing animal experiments 

• Impact of changes in other countries 

• Distinction between antibodies for 
diagnostics and therapeutics 

• Mental health 

• Pre-clinical testing of novel medical 
devices using large animals 

• Heterogeneity 

 

• De-extinction 

• Societal contributions 

• Pollution and health 

 



Subgroup 1 (“New Approach Methodologies” and “UK policy in an international context”) 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



Subgroup 2 (“Preclinical/toxicological regulatory issues” and “Societal concerns”) 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



Subgroup 3 (“Sentience”, “Climate Change” and “Issues affecting establishments”) 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 


