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Bridge news

£2,000,000 CUT IN 
THE NAVY ESTIMATES.
REDUCED PROGRAMME.

STRENGTH IN 
MEDITERRANEAN.

The Government has cut down the shipbuilding 
programme of Mr. Baldwin’s Administration; has 
stopped work upon the new naval base at Singa-
pore, though £200,000 is to be voted for “storage 
accommodation for oil fuel” at that port, which 
has been described as “the Clapham Junction of 
the Empire”; and has reduced expenditure in 
other directions which will react seriously on the 
unemployment problem in this country. The 
result is that, instead of the net estimates showing 
an increase, they reveal a decrease:

Estimates, 1923-24 £58,000,000
Estimates, 1924-25 £55,800,000
Decrease £2,200,000

In his explanatory statement Viscount Chelms-
ford, the First Lord, gives an explanation of the 
sums which are to be voted, pointing out that 
every Administration is committed to a great 
extent by the acts of its predecessors, and the 
expenditure “on which definite reductions are 
possible, that will take immediate effect, does 
not amount to more than about 10 per cent. of 
the whole.” Anticipating criticism from the sup-
porters of the Government, he appends the fol-
lowing note:

Translated into pre war figures by making 
allowance for differences in prices and 
wages, the total of £55,800,000 would repre-
sent approximately £34,500,000, of which 
£29,848,200 would be the provision made 
for effective services. Hence it will be seen 
that the scale of expenditure on the Navy has 
been brought much below the 1914-15 stand-
ard – in fact, to what it was about the year 
1903-4, prior to the concentration of the Fleet 
in home waters and its expansion to meet the 
growing German menace.

It seems that in three successive years “a substan-
tial surplus” on the Navy votes has accumulated, 
owing to labour disputes affecting the progress of 
work, delays in completing difficult and novel 
designs before the contractors can proceed with 
supply, and delays in getting possession of sites 
for works. So this year the Government has 
decided to discount any such delays in advance 
by reducing the sums to be voted, and the warn-
ing is added that if the interruptions are less than 
is anticipated, “the position will be dealt with 
when it arises”. So apparently the real reduction 
foreshadowed in the Estimates would, if com-

pared with this year’s actual expenditure, be a 
good deal less than £2,000,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION.
The shipbuilding programme of the late Govern-
ment and that of their successors are contrasted 
in the following statement:
ORIGINAL.
Eight light cruisers, three submarines and a sub-
marine depot ship, two destroyers and a destroyer 
depot ship, two gunboats for service in the Per-
sian Gulf, an aircraft carrier. and a minelaying 
vessel.
REVISED.
Five light cruisers and two destroyers, involving 
a change on this year’s Estimates of “rather less 
than £1,800,000,” instead of “a special addition of 
£5,000,000,” as forecasted by the late First Lord 
(Mr. L. S. Amery).

Lord Chelmsford claims that the laying down 
of five cruisers in replacement of County 
class vessels which have been scrapped is 
“strictly consistent” with the policy of merely 
maintaining the accepted standard of naval 
strength. At any rate, only five light cruisers 
are to be begun, and as three of them are, as 
originally proposed, to be built at Ports-
mouth, Devonport, and Chatham dockyards, 
the cutting down of the programme has been 
made at the expense of the shipyard unem-
ployed workers in the private shipyards on 
the Clyde and Tyne, at Barrow-in-Furness, 
and at Birkenhead, while inland districts, 
including Sheffield and Birmingham, which 
supply armament and equipment, will also 
suffer. The provision for “new construction” 
in the coming financial year is £17,512,454, of 
which at least 75 per cent represents wages.

Provision is made for completing, at long last, the 
light cruisers Effingham, Frobisher, and Emerald 
– all of them laid down during the Great War, as 
well as the two flotilla leaders Keppel and Broke, 
and five submarines, leaving the Enterprise, also 
begun in the war, to be finished in the succeeding 
year. Further progress is to be made on the two 
new battleships Nelson and Rodney, begun in 
December, 1922, in accordance with the terms of 
the Washington Treaty, the sums of £1,377,043 
and £1,427,540 respectively being allocated to 
the work on these vessels. Two submarines and a 
minelayer, now in hand, are also to be advanced.

In pursuance of what the late First Lord 
described as “an oceanic policy,” the strength 
of the Fleet in the Mediterranean, where, 
before the German menace arose, the main 
fleet of the Royal Navy had always been sta-
tioned, is to be increased at the expense of the 
Atlantic Fleet. There are now in the Mediter-
ranean six battleships, one light cruiser 
squadron of six units, and two destroyer flo-
tillas, besides auxiliaries. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE
March 13th
The King received the Baroness 
Scotland of Asthal 
(Commonwealth Secretary-
General) this afternoon.

His Majesty held a Council at 
4.15 pm.

There were present: the 
Rt Hon Penelope Mordaunt MP 
(Lord President), the Rt Hon 
Alexander Chalk MP (Lord 
Chancellor and Secretary of State 
for Justice), the Rt Hon  Oliver 
Dowden MP (Deputy Prime 
Minister, Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster and Secretary 
of State in the Cabinet Office) and 
the Rt Hon Gregory Hands MP 
(Minister for Trade Policy and 
Minister for London).

At the Council, The King 
pricked the List of High Sheriffs 
for the Counties of England 
(other than Cornwall and those in 
the Duchy of Lancaster) and 
Wales.

After the Council, the 
Rt Hon Oliver Dowden MP had an 
audience of The King when His 
Majesty pricked the List of High 
Sheriffs for the Counties of the 
Duchy of Lancaster.

Mr Richard Tilbrook was in 

attendance as Clerk of the 
Council.

The Rt Hon Sir Clive Alderton 
(Principal Private Secretary to 
Their Majesties) was in 
attendance.

The Rt Hon Penelope 
Mordaunt MP had an audience of 
The King before the Council.
Later, the Rt Hon Rishi Sunak 
MP (Prime Minister and First 
Lord of the Treasury) had an 
audience of His Majesty.

The Queen, Honorary 
Member, the Jockey Club, today 
attended the Cheltenham Festival 
at Cheltenham Racecourse, and 
was received by His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of 
Gloucestershire (Mr Edward 
Gillespie).

KENSINGTON PALACE
March 13th
The Prince of Wales, President, 
the Earthshot Prize, this morning 
held a Meeting at Windsor Castle.

ST JAMES’S PALACE
March 13th
The Duchess of Edinburgh this 
morning visited Haywards Heath 
Police Station, 1b Bolnore Road, 
Haywards Heath, and was 
received by His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of West Sussex 
(the Lady Emma Barnard).

Her Royal Highness, President, 
South of England Agricultural 
Society, this afternoon met 
participants in the Jim Green 
Challenge, the South of England 
Showground, Selsfield Road, 
Ardingly, West Sussex.

The Duchess of Edinburgh 

afterwards visited Super Siblings, 
Manor Green College, Lady 
Margaret Road, Crawley, West 
Sussex.

KENSINGTON PALACE
March 13th
The Duke of Gloucester this 
morning officially opened 
St Martin’s House Norwich, 120 
Thorpe Road, Norwich, and was 
received by His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Norfolk (the 
Lady Dannatt).

His Royal Highness afterwards 
officially opened the Henry Cator 
Building at East Norfolk Sixth 
Form College, Church Lane, 
Gorleston-on-Sea, Great 
Yarmouth, and was received by 
Mr Michael Gurney (Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant of Norfolk).

The Duke of Gloucester this 
afternoon visited Headway Norfolk 
and Waveney - Great Yarmouth, 
the King’s Centre, 30 Queen 
Anne’s Road, Great Yarmouth, and 
was received by Mrs Philippa 
Taylor (Deputy Lieutenant of 
Norfolk).

His Royal Highness later visited 
Soul Church, Heartsease Lane, 
Norwich.

ST JAMES’S PALACE
March 13th
The Duke of Kent, Grand Master, 
United Grand Lodge of England, 
this evening attended a Meeting 
of Royal Alpha Lodge Number 16 
at Freemasons’ Hall, 60 Great 
Queen Street, London WC2, held 
to commemorate Prince Michael 
of Kent’s Fiftieth Year of 
Membership.

Today’s birthdays
Prince Albert II of Monaco is 66.

Sir Michael Caine, actor, 91; Gen 
Paul A Rader, General of The 
Salvation Army, 1994-99, 90; Mr 
William Sillery, Headmaster, 
Belfast Royal Academy, 
1980-2000, 83; Prof Sir John 
Temple, President, British 
Medical Association, 2017-18; 
President, Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
2000-2003, 82; Miss Rita 
Tushingham, actress, 81; the Earl 
of Halifax, 80; Mr Jasper Carrott 
(Robert Davis), comedian, 79; 
Miss Pam Ayres, poet, 77; Sir 
Christopher Clarke, a former 
Lord Justice of Appeal, 77; Prof 
Sir Ian Diamond, Chief 
Executive, UK Statistics Authority 
and UK National Statistician; 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Aberdeen, 2010-18, 
70; Miss Tessa Sanderson, 
former javelin thrower and 
heptathlete; Olympic gold 
medallist, javelin, Los Angeles 
1984, 68; Mr Adrian Lucas, 
conductor and organist, 62; Ms 
Helen Mountfield, KC, Principal 
of Mansfield College, Oxford 
University, 57; Mr Phil Vickery, 
former England rugby union 
player, 48; Mr Jamie Bell, actor, 
38; and Mr Peter Chambers, 
former rower; Olympic silver 
medallist, London 2012, now 
coach, 34.

Today is the anniversary of the 
birth of Albert Einstein in 1879 and 
of the death of Karl Marx in 1883.
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Pattenmakers’ Company
The Pattenmakers’ Company has 
admitted the following Officers 
for the ensuing year: 
Master, Deputy Keith Bottomley; 
Upper Warden, Mr David Miller; 
Renter Warden, Ms Jane Wilson; 
Trade Warden, Mr Mike Watson 
Smith.

Livery companies

Cooks’ Company
Mr Paul Galpin, Master Cook, 
presided at the Cooks’ Company 
of London’s annual prize-winners’ 
luncheon held yesterday at 
Innholders’ Hall. Prizes were 
awarded to accomplished chefs 
from the Armed Forces, NHS, care 
sector, and academic and catering 
organisations. 

Luncheon

Thursday, March 14
Commons: Oral questions: 
Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs; Attorney 
General. Business statement: 
Business Questions to the Leader 
of the House. Estimates Day: 
Supplementary Estimate 
2023-24: Department for 
Education (Subject for debate: 
the spending of the Department 
for Education on special 
educational needs and disabilities 
provision); Supplementary 
Estimate 2023-24: Home Office 
(Subject for debate: the spending 
of the Home Office on asylum and 
migration); Estimates 2024-25 
(Navy) Vote A; Estimates 2024-25 
(Army) Vote A; Estimates 2024-25 
(Air) Vote A; Estimates, Excesses 
2022-23; Supplementary 
Estimates 2023-24; Estimates, 
Vote On Account 2024-25. 
Adjournment: Future of St Peter’s 
Hospital, Maldon.
Westminster Debate: General 
Debate: St Patrick’s Day and the 
contribution of the Irish diaspora 
to the UK.
Lords: Introduction: Lord 
Shamash. Oral questions: 
Support to help protect 
telecommunication cables in the 
Red Sea; Introducing training for 
the armed services on climate 
change; Reported threats to 
democratic freedoms in India. 
Debate: The importance of 
strengthening and safeguarding 
the union of the UK. Short 
debate: Regulation of news 
broadcasting companies. Debate: 
The housing needs of young 
people.

Week in Westminster

The Athenæum
Prof Sean Hughes gave a talk 
entitled “Pozzi and Bossi: Are 
Gynaecologists at Particular  
Risk of Assassination?” at a 
luncheon held yesterday at The 
Athenæum. Dr Toni Griffiths was 
in the chair.

Luncheon
The StepBridge online sessions 
started by the Welsh Bridge Union 
continue on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Sundays and Fridays, 
writes Julian Pottage, Bridge 
Correspondent. During February 
the highest score on each day was:
Monday 68.27% achieved by Keith 

Davison and Lavinia Thomas on the 
26th. Wednesday 64.24% achieved 
by Brian Smith and Carl Penson on 
the 14th. Friday 64.49% achieved by 
Philip Moody and Ann Johnson on 
the 16th. Sunday 67.81% achieved by 
Geraint Williams and Dewi Jones 
on the 25th.

PHILLIPSON.—Ian MacDonald 
Phillipson, 25/07/31 - 04/03/24.
Devoted husband to Anne; proud father 
to James, Fiona and Michael; delighted 
grandfather to Emma, Charlotte, Ben,
Matthew, Joshua and Alexander. 
Donations to Age UK.
Online Ref: W0022354

CARDALE.—Jonathan Peter, Captain 
RN, (Jonny), died at home in Cheltenham 
on 2nd March 2024, with his wife 
and daughter by his side. Much loved 
husband, father, and grandfather. After 
a life well lived, he remained brave, 
strong, and humorous until the end.
A private family funeral will take place 
prior to a service of thanksgiving to be 
held in Cheltenham later, which will
be published online at:
www.iangeorgefunerals.co.uk
Enquiries to Ian George (Funerals) Ltd. 
Tel: 01242 530683.
Online Ref: W0022333

JAWORSKI.—Mavis, late of Ashtead, 
Surrey. Died on 21st February aged 100. 
Cremation Service at Randalls Park, 
Leatherhead on Thursday 21st March
at 4.15 p.m.
Online Ref: W0022341

OLDFIELD.—Susan Briant
(née Holloway) died aged 86 on
7th March. Much loved mother to Alice, 
Catherine and son-in-law Jonathan. 
Sister to James and the late Richard and
Edward. A Celebration of her life at
St Mary’s Church, Kintbury at 3 p.m. 
on Friday 19th April. Colourful clothes 
only and no flowers please. Donations 
to RNID.
Online Ref: W0022376

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CJ! Wishing you 
a very special day on your 50th. All our 
love Zoe, Donna and Joshua xxx
Online Ref: W0022375

REYNOLDS.—On 11th March 2024, to 
Georgina (née Latcham) and Charles,
a daughter, Lily Imogen.
Online Ref: W0022281

SKINNER - THOMPSON.—On
14th March 1964, at St Johns Church, 
Worcester, Peter to Sue. They are still 
living in Kemble, Gloucestershire.
Online Ref: W0021455

ALEXANDER.—Sanna, aged 86,
died peacefully on March 7th 2024. 
Widow of beloved husband Philip, 
and mother of Annabel, Thomas and 
Geraldine and proud grandmother of 
five grandchildren. The Funeral will take 
place at St Giles’ Church, Bubbenhall,
Nr Leamington Spa on April 9th at 2 p.m. 
Donations in Sanna’s name may be made 
to Dementia UK.
Online Ref: W0022312

BARRELL.—John died peacefully on 
10th March 2024 aged 84. Father to 
Julian, Corinna, Andrew, James and 
Charlie. He leaves behind a united 
extended family enjoying his long
legacy from a love of skiing and tennis. 
Private cremation.
Online Ref: W0022319

DRAKE.—It is with great sadness that 
the family of Audrey Gillian (Gill) Drake 
announces her passing, on 7th February 
2024, aged 91. The Funeral Service will 
be held in Chichester Cathedral at 11 a.m. 
on Tuesday 26th March, followed by 
private cremation.
Online Ref: W0022330

KERSLAKE.—John, on Wednesday
6th March 2024. Loving husband of 
the late Jean, adored father of Elena 
and much loved grandpa of Ed and JJ. 
He will be greatly missed. Service of 
Thanksgiving on Wednesday 10th April 
at 12 noon at Woking Crematorium. 
Enquiries to Lodge Brothers.
Tel: 01932 355897.
Online Ref: W0022256

LANG.—Julian on 8th March 2024,
at home, peacefully. Funeral on
22nd March, at Aldham Church, 1 p.m. 
Donations to David Shepherd Wildlife 
Foundation.
Online Ref: W0022327

WYLLIE.—With great sadness, the 
family announce the loss of children’s 
author, Stephen Brendan Warren Wyllie, 
who passed away peacefully in Totnes on
March 10th. Survived by his sister Mairin 
and five children, his quick wit, dapper 
style and warm love for his family will 
be sorely missed. A Celebration of his 
life will be held at The Sharpham Trust 
Natural Burials site on Monday March
18th at 11 a.m.
Online Ref: W0022321

BYNG.—To The Perpetual Disgrace
of Publick Justice
The Honble John Byng Esq
Admiral of the Blue
Fell a Martyr to
Political Persecution
March 14th in the Year 1757 when
Bravery and Loyalty
were Insufficient Securities
For the Life and Honour
of a Naval Officer.
Online Ref: W0021517

TASTE AND see that the LORD is good;
blessed is the one who takes refuge in
him. Fear the LORD, you his holy people,
for those who fear him lack nothing.
Psalm 34.8-9 (NIV)

MORGAN.—Jennifer Pauline
(née Wilkinson), adored wife of John 
Morgan, died peacefully at home early 
on 25th February. Mother of Philip 
and stepmother of Charles and Piers. 
Granny of Nicola and fond friend to 
John’s grandchildren. She will be 
greatly missed by all members of the 
family and her many friends. Cremation 
Service at Putney Vale (West Chapel) 
at 2 p.m. on Wednesday 3rd April. 
Family flowers only but donations if 
desired to the British Heart Foundation. 
Please email if you are able to join the 
family at the Hurlingham Club after 
the service to celebrate Jenny’s life 
( jennifermorgan07071937@gmail.
com). Details of traffic access to the club 
avoiding cameras will be sent to you.
Online Ref: W0022361

General personal

Birthdays

Diamond weddingDinners

Deaths

In memoriam their  
name liveth for evermore

Text for the day

Personal

General personal

Anniversaries

Mr E.T.S. Allen and
Miss L.R. Dean
The engagement is announced 
between Thomas, son of Mr and 
Mrs Patrick Allen, of Langham, 
Norfolk, and Laura, daughter of
Mr James Dean, of Mere, 
Lincolnshire, and Mrs David 
Barrie, of Binley, Hampshire.
Online ref: W0022246

Forthcoming  
marriage
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