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Thank you of your email dated 24" October 2023, where you requested:

1) How many fulltime-equivalent members were there in the MHRA Pharmacovigilance Team in
January 2020 and how many members are there now in October 20237? Are there currently
vacancies in the team?

2) What qualifications do members of the Team currently hold (October 2023)? For example, how
many hold doctorates / masters degrees / undergraduate degrees? What qualifications were held by
the Team in January 2020?

3) Do the members of the Team currently (in 2023) engage in lab-based work? For example, do
they themselves have the facilities and expertise to undertake quality control of vaccines? If not,
where do they obtain data from to ensure quality control and to monitor compliance? Was this
situation the same in 2020, 2021 and 20227

In order to fully respond to your request, we require some clarification of the requested information.

While some of the team names within the Safety & Surveillance (S&S) group previously included the
term “pharmacovigilance”, following the Agency transformation this is no longer the case. Please
see the organogram at the link below for an overview of our new structure:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6527ccb22548ca000dddf1c8/MHRA Senior leaders
hip structure Oct 23.pdf

Please note that the S&S group includes the following teams, some of which we think you may be
interested in:

Team Name Activities including but not limited to:
Vigilance and Regulatory Advice Team Management of queries and Yellow Card
reports

Adverse Incidents and Signal Analysis Teams Query response writing, processing Yellow
Cards, signal detection activities
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Haemovigilance Team Monitoring of blood products
Benefit/ Risk Evaluation Teams (10 teams each | Risk management activities for medicines and
of which cover different therapeutic areas) devices within their therapeutic area, signal
detection for products subject to additional
monitoring.

Please can you indicate specifically for which teams/ areas you would like to request information?

Regarding your second question, this is related to the clarity sought on question one, we can only
provide this information for the clarified roles if the data is recorded. Please note that this information
is not necessarily recorded for all staff so may not include details of all staff qualifications.

When you provide further clarification, this will be dealt with as a new request.
Yours sincerely,

FOI Team,

Safety & Surveillance Group

The MHRA information supplied in response to your request is subject to Crown copyright. The FOIA only entitles you to
access to MHRA information.

For information on the reproduction or re-use of MHRA information, please visit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reproduce-or-re-use-mhra-information/reproduce-or-re-use-mhra-information

If you have a query about this email, please contact us. If you are unhappy with our decision, you may ask for it to be
reviewed. That review will be undertaken by a senior member of the Agency who has not previously been involved in your
request. If you wish to pursue that option please write to the Communications Directorate, 4-T, Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency, (via this email address). After that, if you remain dissatisfied, you may ask the Information
Commissioner at:

The Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Copyright notice

The information supplied in response to your request is the copyright of MHRA and/or a third party or parties, and has
been supplied for your personal use only. You may not sell, resell or otherwise use any information provided without prior
agreement from the copyright holder.
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