
 

 
10 South Colonnade 

Canary Wharf 
London 

E14 4PU 
United Kingdom 
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3 November 2023 
 
FOI 23/744 
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request, dated Thursday, October 5, 2023, where you 
asked for “… a summary of the number reports of counterfeit/falsified semaglutide 
(brand names Wegovy, Ozempic and Rybelsus) sent to the MHRA between January 
1 2022 and the date when the document/s are sent to me.” 
 
Please note the FOI Act only grants access to information held at the date the 

request was made, not up to the date that the response is sent.  

We have provided the link to the ICO guidance and the section of the legislation, 

which is 1(4). 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/foi-eir-and-access-to-information/freedom-of-

information-and-environmental-information-regulations/determining-whether-we-

hold-

information/#:~:text=%E2%80%9Cthe%20information%20in%20question%20held%

20at%20the%20time,made%20regardless%20of%20the%20receipt%20of%20the%2

0request.%E2%80%9D 

I am pleased to provide you with the information requested, please see below. 
 
Between 1st January 2022 and 12th October 2023, we have received reports of 13 
reports of suspected or confirmed falsified semaglutide under one or more of the brand 
names Wegovy, Ozempic and Rybelsus.  
 
The Freedom of Information Act only entitles you access to information – the 
information supplied is subject to Crown copyright, and there are some restrictions 
on its re-use. For information on the reproduction or re-use of MHRA information, 
please visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reproduce-or-re-use-mhra-
information/reproduce-or-re-use-mhra-information.  
 
If you have a query about the information provided, please reply to this email 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fico.org.uk%2Ffor-organisations%2Ffoi-eir-and-access-to-information%2Ffreedom-of-information-and-environmental-information-regulations%2Fdetermining-whether-we-hold-information%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3D%25E2%2580%259Cthe%2520information%2520in%2520question%2520held%2520at%2520the%2520time%2Cmade%2520regardless%2520of%2520the%2520receipt%2520of%2520the%2520request.%25E2%2580%259D&data=05%7C01%7CMHRACustomerServices%40mhra.gov.uk%7Ce96c679cba7f48cd446b08dbda2ba27b%7Ce527ea5c62584cd2a27f8bd237ec4c26%7C0%7C0%7C638343653161281025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MvY1nylkfVXZ6N5EzEBduFvyddSpjaMCsD0Va4b0K4k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fico.org.uk%2Ffor-organisations%2Ffoi-eir-and-access-to-information%2Ffreedom-of-information-and-environmental-information-regulations%2Fdetermining-whether-we-hold-information%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3D%25E2%2580%259Cthe%2520information%2520in%2520question%2520held%2520at%2520the%2520time%2Cmade%2520regardless%2520of%2520the%2520receipt%2520of%2520the%2520request.%25E2%2580%259D&data=05%7C01%7CMHRACustomerServices%40mhra.gov.uk%7Ce96c679cba7f48cd446b08dbda2ba27b%7Ce527ea5c62584cd2a27f8bd237ec4c26%7C0%7C0%7C638343653161281025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MvY1nylkfVXZ6N5EzEBduFvyddSpjaMCsD0Va4b0K4k%3D&reserved=0
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If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 
an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of 
the date you receive this response and addressed to: info@mhra.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future 
communications. 
 
If you were to remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the internal review, you would 
have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
Please bear in mind that the Information Commissioner will not normally review our 
handling of your request unless you have first contacted us to conduct an internal 
review. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

MHRA Customer Experience Centre 

Communications and engagement team 

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 

10 South Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London E14 4PU 

Telephone 020 3080 6000 

 

mailto:info@mhra.gov.uk



