
FOI 23/711 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for your email of 18 September 2023, where you submitted an FOI 
request for the following: "What genomic sequence the PCR test is looking for, to 
determine if a person is positive with covid 19?" 
 
There are numerous PCR tests available and each one will use different primers and 
probes as they target different sequences of the SARS-CoV2 genome. You can find 
a list of COVID-19 test validation approved products 
here https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.
uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-test-validation-approved-
products&data=05%7C01%7CMHRACustomerServices%40mhra.gov.uk%7Cb41e1
ba1ed594468c3c708dbcef1addf%7Ce527ea5c62584cd2a27f8bd237ec4c26%7C0%
7C0%7C638331309642854471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
AwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C
%7C&sdata=CMX%2FhXgefNOueDxiAsjUCzSk5meVdrxEEGEOc0QzCC4%3D&res
erved=0 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 
an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of 
the date you receive this response and addressed to: info@mhra.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future 
communications. 
 
If you were to remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the internal review, you would 
have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
Please bear in mind that the Information Commissioner will not normally review our 
handling of your request unless you have first contacted us to conduct an internal 
review. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Copyright notice 
The information supplied in response to your request is the copyright of MHRA 
and/or a third party or parties and has been supplied for your personal use only. You 
may not sell, resell or otherwise use any information provided without prior 
agreement from the copyright holder 
 



Yours sincerely 
 
MHRA Customer Experience Centre 
Communications and engagement team 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
10 South Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London E14 4PU 


