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Physical Characteristics of the English Uplands 
• Uplands are varied hill farming landscapes and communities, typically categorised as less 

favoured areas (LFA) - an EU designation used for areas with natural and socio-economic 
disadvantages, which in the UK largely corresponds to areas of uplands farming systems

• LFAs have two distinct classifications – Severely Disadvantaged Areas (SDAs) and 
Disadvantaged Areas (DAs)

• SDAs are those with greatest physical and environmental limitations due to steep slopes, poor 
climate or soil. DAs are less environmentally restricted, but are still more limited in their farming 
activity and productivity compared to lowland areas

• Uplands tend to be classed as SDAs, as their agricultural production is severely restricted by 
challenging soils, relief, aspect and climate

• The majority of English uplands can be found in the North and Southwest of England, with some 
areas bordering Wales

• In total, uplands cover 17% of England’s total land area (2.2m ha). The total amount of agricultural 
area of uplands registered in the RPA system is 1.4m ha. NE quote that the total uplands area is 
2.2m ha – with 0.8 ha of that area being non-agricultural

• 20% of the uplands is registered Common land - Cumbria has 30% of all English commons
• In 2013, 53% of England's Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) were in the uplands – roughly 

8% of England’s total land area - the proportion of the SDA (1.6mha) that is SSSI is about 28%

Location of English Uplands (2019)
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Farm Business Survey 2018/19 to 2020/21 average

Farm Type FBI Diversified income
Share of FBI that is 
diversified income

Cereals £79,900 £23,900 30%
General cropping £78,500 £16,500 21%

Dairy £93,200 £6,000 6%
LFA Grazing Livestock £28,000 £3,200 11%

Lowland Grazing Livestock £14,500 £7,700 53%
Pigs £36,000 £7,000 20%

Poultry £94,200 £35,600 38%
Mixed £39,000 £13,700 35%

Horticulture £53,800 £20,300 38%
All £53,700 £13,800 26%

English Uplands: Core Data 

• Diversified income is considered as income made from activities that use farm resources but are non-
agricultural in nature. Agri-environment income is not considered diversification.

• The largest contribution to diversified income comes from letting out buildings for non-agricultural use. 
• LFA farms have the second lowest share of FBI from diversified income of all farm types.
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Tenants 
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• In the data below, tenanted farms are farms that are majority or wholly tenanted. Farms that have some 
tenanted land, but the majority of their land is owner-occupied are not considered as tenanted.

• By this definition, 41% of LFA Grazing Livestock farms are tenanted. LFA Grazing Livestock farms are over 
30% more likely to be tenanted than non-LFA Grazing Livestock farms. 

Farm Business Survey (2018/19 to 2020/21 average)

Type

Share of farms of each 
type that are majority 

tenanted
LFA Grazing Livestock 41%

Dairy 38%
Mixed 33%

Lowland Grazing Livestock 33%
General cropping 33%

Pigs 31%
Cereals 25%

Horticulture 21%
Poultry 16%

All 31%
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• 41% of LFA Grazing Livestock farms are classed as 
‘small’ by the Farm Business Survey (this is based on 
number of labour FTEs).

• 18% points more than the average share for England.
Farm Business Survey (2018/19 – 2020/21 average)

Type

Share of farms of each type 
that are classed as ‘Small’ 

by the Farm Business 
Survey

LFA Grazing Livestock 41%
Lowland Grazing Livestock 31%

Mixed 28%
Pigs 27%

General cropping 23%
Cereals 16%

Horticulture 15%
Poultry 9%
Dairy 7%
All 23%

• 10% of LFA Grazing Livestock farms 
are below 50 ha in total size.

• 9% points less than the average share 
for England.

Farm Business Survey (2018/19 – 2020/21 average)

Type

Share of farms of 
each type that are 
below 50 hectares 

in total size
Horticulture 84%

Poultry 68%
Pigs 58%

Lowland Grazing Livestock 27%
Mixed 18%

General cropping 14%
LFA Grazing Livestock 10%

Cereals 5%
Dairy 4%
All 19%
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Farm Business Income by type of farm, England (2018/19 – 2020/21 
average)

All Farms LFA Grazing Livestock 
Farms

Agricultural Income £6,000 -£16,400

Agri-environment Income £5,100 £12,500

Diversified Income £13,800 £3,200

BPS Income £28,800 £28,600

Farm Business Income £53,700 £28,000

• LFA grazing farms (i.e. uplands farms) receive a similar 
amount from Direct Payments as other farms in general, 
but LFA grazing farms’ low agricultural income means 
Direct Payments have a much more critical role in their 
business profits than for farm businesses in general

• LFA grazing farms already engage well with agri-
environment spending, receiving around twice as much 
income from agri-environment schemes than farm 
businesses in general

• Defra‘s Farm Business Survey highlights that LFA farms 
have a lower proportion of diversified activity - 50% of LFA 
grazing livestock farms undertook some form of 
diversification in 2019/20, compared to 68% across all 
farm types

English Uplands: Core Data 
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Most profitable farm business types in England

Source: AUK-2020-evidencepack-21oct21.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)
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Profit variation across different farm types in England

Source: AUK-2020-evidencepack-21oct21.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)
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Source: PowerPoint Presentation (publishing.service.gov.uk) slide 59
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Source: PowerPoint Presentation (publishing.service.gov.uk) slide 45
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