
From: Robert Halfon @roberthalfon.com>  
Sent: 06 August 2021 16:51 
To: [REDACTED] 
Subject: Letter on behalf of O-I Glass 
 
Dear George,  
 
Please find attached a letter written on behalf of O-I Glass.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Robert  
 
Rt. Hon. Robert Halfon MP 
Chair of the Commons Education Select Committee 
Working hard for Harlow, Hastingwood, Matching, Nazeing, Roydon and Sheering 
 
Keep up to date with my work by signing up to my newsletter here. Follow me 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
 
The full Government guidance on coronavirus can be found here. 
 
Key Coronavirus Helplines: 
NHS - 111 
Harlow Council Community Hub - 01279 927 005 
HMRC - 08000 159 559 
Business Support - 0800 998 1098 
Universal Credit - 0800 328 5644 
Schools - 08000 468 687 
Domestic Abuse Helpline - 0808 200 0247 
 
On 25 May 2018, data protection rules changed. I take the privacy of anyone who contacts me very seriously and that’s why I’ve updated my Data 
Protection policy. You can find my full privacy notice here. 
Disclaimer: This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it 
from your system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no 
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. 
Any information provided in the contents of this email should not be relied upon as legal or professional advice, or as a substitute for it. 
A suitably qualified professional should be consulted if specific advice or information is required. 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) This email and any attachments is 
intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, 
disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst 
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within Defra 
systems we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Defra's 
computer systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the 
system and for other lawful purposes.  
 
 
Rt Hon George Eustice MP 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
United Kingdom 
6 August 2021 

[Redacted]

http://www.roberthalfon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RobertHalfon/
https://twitter.com/halfon4harlowMP
https://www.instagram.com/halfon4harlowmp/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
http://new.roberthalfon.com/privacy-notice/


Dear George, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of O-I Glass Limited, a glass manufacturer based in my constituency of 
Harlow, Essex. O-I Glass are now part of the largest glass container company in the world and 
produce beer bottles for UK brewers large and small. 
 
Representatives from O-I Glass Limited have raised concerns over including glass in a Deposit 
Return System. They have stressed that they believe that a Deposit Return System is not the right 
solution for glass for the UK. 
 
I understand that international evidence shows that including glass in a Deposit Return System could 
have many unintended consequences. For example, it has been explained to me that in Croatia, 
Germany and Finland, including glass in a Deposit Return System has incentivised a switch to plastic 
packaging because it encourages consumers to upsize purchases to large plastic bottles as the 
upfront cost is less for one three litre plastic bottle with one deposit on it than, for example, six 
500ml glass bottles. 
 
I also understand that because of its weight, the cost of using glass through a Deposit Return System 
means that brands and retailers would pay a higher fee to use it, creating a cost advantage for 
producers to use single-use plastic containers. 
 
O-I Glass believes that a more effective and efficient kerbside recycling system would be a better 
vehicle to increase the quantity and quality of recycled glass. 
 
On behalf of O-I Glass, I would be extremely grateful if you could provide a response to the concerns 
that they have raised. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Robert Halfon MP 
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