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Claims Submitted and Paid by B50 There were 186,721 claims (inc sight tests, vouchers, repairs/replacemeants, LES | LES I, NI PEARS and OHT) submitted and paid during quarter 3 of 2023/24:

1.6% on the previous quarter

1.3% on the same guarter |ast year

O

practitioner's premises.

Sight Tests in NI are free in many cases based on extensive eligibility criteria
pertaining to 3g2, current heslth, and social security status. These tests are

conducted by registered Optometrists and Ophthalmic Meadical Practitioners, and
the costs are claimed back through B50. These are mostly carried out at the

Domiciliary Sight Tests If 3 patient whao is eligible for a sight test is unable to leave their home
unaccempanied they can hawve a domiciliary sight test. Thess are mostly carried out in people’s homes,

residentizl homes and day care centres.

There were 118,479 sight
tests paid for by BSO during
quarter 3 of 2023/24,
including domiciliary tests.

Anincrease of 1.4% on the
previous guarter.

An increase of 2.7% on the
same quarterin 2022/23.

In guarter 3 of 2023/24
there were 4,505
domiciliary sight tests paid
for by BSO.

Anincrease of 19.3% from
the previous quarter.

An increase of 17.0% on the
same quarter last y=ar.

optical vouchers & patient may receive a voucher toward the cost of glasses, having lenses fitted to
their current frames or contact lenses if they are eligible. Ta note, the eligibility for an optical voucher

is not the same as for a free sight test.

Repair/Replacement Vocuhers Eligibility for wouchers for repair or replacements is the same as that
for optical vouchers. However, patients must provide additional information on how the loss or

damage happensd.

Primary Care Optometry Enhanced Services
These services are designed to cover enhanced
aspects of clinical care of the patient, all of which
are beyond the scops of essential, core, General
ophthalmic services.

Total Payment made in relation to G605 activity
and Covid-19 payments = Cost of Sight Tests

{inc domiciliary), vowchers and Repairs &
Replacements + F55+PPE.

There were 45,640 vouchers paid for during
quarter 3 of 2023,/24:
"I" L.0% gn the previous quarter

' 2.4% on the same quarter in 202223

There were 9,111 repairs/replacements
paid for during quarter 3 of 2023/24:
'. 3.5% on the previous guarter

.’ 2.1% on the =ame quarter |3st year

Ophthalmic Medical Practitioners [OMPs) are qualified

doctors whao specialisz in eyes and eye care.

Optometrisis are eye care professionals who are qualified to

examine all aspects of the health of the eyes.

At the end of December 2023
there were 265 Ophthalmic

Practices, 3 OMP= and 674
Dptometrists registered in NI

During quarter 3 of 202324, BS0 made
payments for:

* 323 LES | assessments, J 1.5% on the
same quarter last year.

*  131LES Il assessments 4 12.0% on the
zame guarter |ast year.

* 476 OHT z2ssessments, B 21.1% on the
same guarter |ast year.

* 12,561 NI PEARS assessments, ff 3.7% on
the same guarter |ast year.

Payment made in relation to GOS activity
and Covid-19 totalled £5.67m during
October - December 2023

Fayments made up
0.5% an the
previous gquarter.

Fayments made up
3.3% on the same
quarter in 202223,

The latest quarterly excel report can be accessed on the BSO website at the following link: General Ophthalmic Services Statistics (hscni.net)



https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/directorates-operations-family-practitioner-services-information-unit/general-ophthalmic-services-statistics/

