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Summary  

1. Minister Stuart opened the meeting setting out recent Government 
developments and announcements on Net Zero.  

  

2. The Net Zero Council has identified consumer engagement as an essential 
enabler to unlock the economic opportunities for green industries in the UK. In 
Powering Up Britain, Government made several commitments to empower the 
public and business to make green choices.  The co-chairs therefore 
announced a new public engagement workstream for the Council, to increase 
public awareness and action on net zero. An action was taken to nominate a 
lead for this work from the Council. 

  

3. The Council reviewed the next tranche of sectors: manufacturing; concrete & 
cement; steel; hospitality and waste. This included a wider discussion on the 
common themes and barriers across all the sectors reviewed to date. Topics 
included: grid connections; fragmentation within UK industry; a need for 
further policy certainty and challenges around investment and business 
models. An action was taken to determine what actions Council members can 
take to address these challenges. The Council confirmed the final sectors to 
be reviewed will be Transport; Construction; remaining Manufacturing; 
Agrifood and Energy 

  

4. An update on the financing workstream was provided, highlighting the 
progress made in convening groups on potential finance solutions in relation 
to industrial energy efficiency and Greenhouse Gas Removals. An action was 
taken to perform a top-down analysis of the financing challenges to identify 
where finance is a blocker and what the barriers are. This will then frame and 
complement the bottom-up work which will design and deliver sector based 
financial solutions. The need to for the UK to give CBAMs sufficient 
consideration was raised.  

 
5. An update was provided on the Small to Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) 

workstream, outlining the three pillars vital to SME engagement on net zero: 
1) Move the narrative from obligations to opportunities; 2) Build on 
commitment/awareness towards action; and 3) Finance and tools. It was 
noted that the SME workstream can provide a feedback loop on how 
guidance is landing with SMEs and the essential role of the UK Business 
Climate Hub as a “one stop shop” for businesses. It was noted that significant 
join up is needed to ensure there is policy ambition and that consumers have 
access to the support and finance required. 

 


