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1. INTRODUCTION, MINUTES, AND ACTION TRACKER
1.1The Chair welcomed members and attendees to the meeting.

1.2There were no new or changed conflicts of interest and the minutes and action
tracker of the previous meeting were approved.

2. EDUCATION RECOVERY

2.1 The Board received an update on the most recent Key Stage 2 results and what
these demonstrated in terms of education recovery since the COVID-19
pandemic.

2.2The Board discussed the challenges facing education recovery and the important
role that Local Authorities, Multi-Academy Trusts, and school leaders play in
education recovery. Members discussed the National Tutoring Programme and
its impact on education recovery.

3. SCHOOL BUILDING RISK
3.1The Board received an update on the impact of Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated
Concrete (RAAC) in school buildings, following the Department becoming aware

of the three cases of RAAC in schools over the 2023 summer holidays.

3.2Board members discussed the short and long-term impacts of RAAC on the
education sector and the responses across government to RAAC.

3.3Members noted the fast pace of the Department to respond to RAAC and
thanked colleagues for their hard work.
4. FINANCE UPDATE

4.1The Board was provided with an update on the Department’s financial position at
P4 and the Autumn Statement.

4.2 Board members discussed further education following the Office for National
Statistics’ reclassification of colleges into the public sector.

4.3 Board members noted the important role of employers in Further Education to
help establish strong links between colleges and industry.
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5. PERFORMANCE UPDATE

5.1 The Board was provided with an overview of departmental performance against
the Secretary of State’s priorities, including numbers on attainment relating to
education recovery.

5.2Board members discussed the delivery of reforms to childcare and social care
workforce, in addition to the delivery of T Levels.

6. BOARD EFFECTIVENESS EVALUATION

6.1 The Board was provided with an overview of the 2023 Board Effectiveness
Evaluation. The Board, Audit and Risk Committee, and Nominations Committee

are reviewed annually to assess the effectiveness of their arrangements.

6.2Board members discussed the role of the Board in relation to the Department’s
Arms-Length Bodies,

6.3Members committed to improving the diversity of the departmental Board
membership.

7. AOB

7.1No other business was raised.

7.2The meeting closed at 12:10



