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Correction 

In a previous version of this report first published on 11 January 2024, 2 errors were discovered. 

 

In figure 3 on page 8 (page 9 in this report), the y-axis inadvertently truncated the influenza 

H1N1(pdm09) counts from the count in week 51. A corrected version with an expanded y-axis is 

now included in this report. This error does not affect numbers in the data file for week 51. 

 

On page 24 (page 25 in this version) there was a typing mistake with regards the mentioned 

dates and positivity estimates. These have now been corrected. Additionally, in table 4 data for 

the time period from 21 December 2023 to 27 December 2023 had been omitted. This did not 

impact data in the data file or slide set. 
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Executive summary 

This report summarises the information from the surveillance systems which are used to monitor 

COVID-19 (caused by SARS-CoV-2), influenza, and diseases caused by seasonal respiratory 

viruses in England. References to COVID-19 represent the disease name and SARS-CoV-2 

represent the virus name. The report is based on data from week 1 (between 1 January and 7 

January 2024).  

Please note data for this weekôs report should be interpreted with caution in the light of changes 

in patterns of healthcare use, social mixing and lagged reporting due to the Christmas and New 

Yearôs Day holidays. 

 

Overall 

In week 1, influenza activity decreased across some indicators, including hospital admissions, 

but increased in others. COVID-19 and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) activity decreased 

across most indicators. FluSurvey continues to show reduced mixing in week 1, which may 

contribute to decreased transmission of respiratory viruses. 

 

Influenza 

Through Respiratory DataMart, influenza positivity decreased to 9.6% in week 1 compared to 

12.1% in the previous week.  

Through primary care surveillance, the influenza-like-illness (ILI) consultations indicator 

increased to 7.5 per 100,000 in week 1 compared to 4.9 per 100,000 the previous week and 

remained within the baseline activity level range.  

There were 21 influenza confirmed acute respiratory incidents reported in England in week 1. 

Overall, influenza hospitalisations decreased from 6.23 per 100,000 in week 52 to 5.08 per 

100,000 in week 1 and remained in the medium impact range. ICU or HDU admissions 

decreased compared to the previous week and remained in the low impact range.  

Emergency department (ED) attendances for ILI decreased nationally. 

Weekly influenza vaccine uptake for the 2023 to 2024 season is reported for week 52 of 2023 

and week 1 of 2024. Compared to the equivalent week in the 2022 to 2023 season, vaccine 

uptake is similar for those aged 2 and 3 years, and lower for those aged 65 years and over, 

pregnant women and those under 65 years in clinical risk groups.  
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COVID-19 

Through Respiratory DataMart, SARS-CoV-2 positivity decreased slightly to 9.9% in week 1 

compared to 10.2% in the previous week. 

COVID-19 case rates and positivity in Pillar 1 decreased, with decreases observed in some age 

groups, regions, and ethnic groups in week 1. 

The overall number of reported SARS-CoV-2 confirmed acute respiratory incidents in week 1 

remained stable compared to the previous week. There were 51 SARS-CoV-2 confirmed acute 

respiratory incidents reported in week 1 in England.  

Overall, COVID-19 hospitalisations decreased to 4.9 per 100,000 in week 1 compared to 5.2 

per 100,000 in the previous week. Hospitalisations were highest in the 85 years and over age 

group. COVID-19 ICU admissions decreased in week 1 compared to the previous week. 

Weekly COVID-19 vaccine update for the 2023 to 2024 season is reported for week 1. Overall, 

70.2% of all people aged over 65 years in England had been vaccinated with an autumn 2023 

booster dose since 1 September 2023. Compared to the equivalent week in the 2022 to 2023 

season, vaccine uptake is lower among all eligible age groups. 

 

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)  

Through Respiratory DataMart, positivity for RSV decreased to 4.5%, with the highest positivity 

in those aged under 5 years at 10.5%. ED attendances for acute bronchiolitis continued to 

decrease. Overall RSV hospitalisations decreased to 1.51 per 100,000 compared to 2.11 per 

100,000 in the previous week. The highest rate was seen in those aged under 5 years at 13.5 

per 100,000, which remained stable compared to 13.3 in the previous week. In those aged 85 

years and over, hospitalisations rates decreased to 10.0 per 100,000 compared to 17.2 per 

100,000 in the previous week.  

 

Other viruses 

Adenovirus positivity remained low at 2.0%, with the highest positivity in those aged between 5 

and 14 years at 5.5%. Human metapneumovirus (hMPV) positivity increased slightly to 4.8%, 

with the highest positivity in those aged under 5 years at 9.4%. Parainfluenza positivity 

remained low at 2.8%, with the highest positivity in those aged under 5 years at 5.9%. 

Rhinovirus positivity decreased to 8.9% overall, with the highest positivity in those aged under 5 

years at 14.3%.  
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Laboratory surveillance 

Respiratory DataMart system (England) 

In week 1, data is based on reporting from 11 out of the 16 sentinel laboratories.  

In week 1, 6,804 respiratory specimens reported through the Respiratory DataMart System 

were tested for influenza. There were 652 positive samples for influenza; 456 influenza A(not 

subtyped), 155 influenza A(H3N2), 24 influenza A(H1N1)pdm09, and 17 influenza B (Figure 4). 

Overall, influenza positivity decreased to 9.6% in week 1 compared to 12.1% in the previous 

week. 

In week 1, 6,409 respiratory specimens reported through the Respiratory DataMart System 

were tested for SARS-CoV-2. There were 637 positive samples for SARS-CoV-2 with an overall 

positivity of 9.9%, which decreased slightly compared to 10.2% in the previous week. The 

highest positivity was seen in adults aged over 65 years at 13.6%. 

RSV positivity decreased to 4.5%, with the highest positivity in those aged under 5 years at 

10.5%.  

Adenovirus positivity remained low at 2.0%, with the highest positivity in those aged between 5 

and 14 years at 5.5%.  

Human metapneumovirus (hMPV) positivity increased slightly to 4.8%, with the highest positivity 

in those aged under 5 years at 9.4%.  

Parainfluenza positivity remained low at 2.8%, with the highest positivity in those aged under 5 

years at 5.9%.  

Rhinovirus positivity decreased to 8.9% overall, with the highest positivity in those aged under 5 

years at 14.3%.  
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Figure 1a. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for influenza, SARS-CoV-2, RSV 
and rhinovirus, England 
 

 
 
Figure 1b. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for adenovirus, hMPV and 
parainfluenza, England 
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Figure 2. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for influenza by year, England [note 
1]  

 

[note 1] Data from seasons 2020 to 2021 and 2021 to 2022 has been removed as there was low 

activity throughout these seasons. 
 
Figure 3. Respiratory DataMart samples positive for influenza by type and subtype, 
England 
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Figure 4. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for influenza by age, England 
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Figure 5. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for SARS-CoV-2 by year, England 
 

 
 
Figure 6. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for SARS-CoV-2 by age, England 
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Figure 7. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for RSV by year, England 
 

 
 
Figure 8. Respiratory DataMart weekly positivity (%) for RSV by age, England 
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Confirmed COVID-19 cases (England) 

As of 9am on 9 January 2024, there were 3,760 Pillar 1 cases in week 1, a 13.4% decrease 

from the previous week.  

COVID-19 polymerase chain reaction (PCR) positivity for Pillar 1 decreased slightly in week 1, 

with a weekly mean positivity rate of 12.7% compared to 13.0% in the previous week. Pillar 1 

positivity rates were highest in those aged 85 years and over at a weekly mean positivity rate of 

19.1% (a decrease from 19.9% in week 52) and in the East Midlands at a weekly mean 

positivity rate of 14.8% (an increase from 13.3% in week 52). 

 

Data notes: Changes to testing policies over time may affect positivity rates and incidence rates 

and should be interpreted accordingly. COVID-19 case reporting in England uses an episode-

based definition which includes possible reinfections, each infection episode is counted 

separately if there are at least 91 days between positive test results (PCR or rapid lateral flow 

device). Each infection episode begins with the earliest positive specimen date. Additionally, 

further changes in testing policy are in effect since 1 April 2023, which may affect case rates 

and positivity rates.  

 
Figure 9. Confirmed COVID-19 episodes tested under Pillar 1, based on sample date with 
overall seven-day rolling average PCR positivity for Pillar 1 (%) [note 2] 
 

 

[note 2] The vertical dashed line (red) denotes changes in testing policies.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-approach-from-april-2023
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Age 

Figure 10. Seven-day rolling average PCR positivity (%) of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
tested under Pillar 1 by age group [note 3] 

 
[note 3] The highlighted line corresponds to the age group in the subplot title, grey lines correspond to all 
other age groups. 

 

Geography 

Figure 11. Seven-day rolling average PCR positivity (%) of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
tested under Pillar 1 by UKHSA region [note 4] 

 
[note 4] The highlighted line corresponds to the UKHSA region in the subplot title, grey lines correspond 

to all other regions. 
















































































































