


that renewable energy is located at the point of consumption.  Developers can 
already connect to the grid via the high voltage overhead cable network, so Statera’s 
claim that solar developments need to be in the vicinity of the Pelham Sub Station is 
therefore erroneous.   
    
Recent planning decisions highlight the importance of a proper site selection 
exercise to identify poorest land. The Applicant, Statera, did not perform such an 
exercise when selecting the proposal site for a large-scale industrial-style 
development on land currently used for food production, which is contrary to ENV5 of 
the LP.  They have therefore failed to produce “compelling evidence” to justify the 
selection of the Site.  
 
 

In November 2023 the government announced changes to permitted development 
rights to enable more homeowners and businesses to install solar panels on their 
roofs without going through the planning system, thereby confirming that government 
policy is to support the deployment of solar on already developed land rather than 
greenfield sites.  
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