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Issue

1. This Procurement Policy Note (PPN) sets out new requirements for contracting
authorities following North Macedonia’s accession to the World Trade Organisation’s
(WTO) Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA), and amendments to two
Common Procurement Vocabulary (CPV) codes to address outdated language.

Dissemination and Scope

2. The contents of this PPN apply to all contracting authorities, as defined by the
UK regulations. This includes all central government departments, their executive
agencies, non-departmental public bodies and other public sector organisations
including utilities. Together these are referred to in this PPN as ‘In-Scope
Organisations’. Please circulate this PPN within your organisation, drawing it to the
attention of those with a commercial and procurement role.

Timing

3. This PPN should be implemented with immediate effect.

Information

4. Contracting authorities must ensure that the treatment of North Macedonia’s
suppliers complies with the UK’'s commitments under the GPA, as set outin PPN 02/21.

5. Contracting authorities should note that amendments have been made to two
CPV codes, and ensure updated language is used in relevant public procurements and
documentation.

Background

North Macedonia’s accession to the GPA

6. The GPA is a plurilateral agreement between 21 Parties (covering 48 WTO
Members) including major economies such as the United States, Canada, Australia and
Japan, which acts to open government procurement markets among its participants.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/procurement-policy-note-0221-the-wto-gpa-and-the-uk-eu-tca

The UK has an existing trade agreement with North Macedonia with government
procurement provisions that give respective suppliers guaranteed access to each
country’s procurement markets at a level that exceeds GPA coverage. However, North
Macedonia’s accession to the GPA will allow British suppliers access to North
Macedonia’s government procurement markets under the standards set by the GPA
rules.

7. The Government has amended UK procurement legislation' to update the
effective date of the GPA so that it now encompasses North Macedonia’s accession.

8. North Macedonia’s accession to the GPA requires contracting authorities to
comply with the GPA for covered procurement by applying non-discrimination and no
less favourable treatment than that accorded to domestic goods, services and
suppliers.

Common Procurement Vocabulary (CPV) Codes

9. CPV codes are a single classification system used in public procurement to
standardise the references used by procurers to describe the subject matter of the
contract. They are contained in Regulation 2195/2002 of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 5th November 2002 on the Common Procurement Vocabulary (CPV)
which forms part of UK law as retained EU law.

10. The language previously used in two of these codes was outdated and
incompatible with the Equality Act 2010.

11. The Government has made a statutory instrument? to make amendments to
these two CPV codes and update their wording following advice set out in the
Government’s Inclusive lanquage: words to use and avoid when writing about disability
guidance. The amendments will ensure that any references to these CPV codes in
either procurement legislation or public procurements uses the appropriate language.

12.  The following wording has been adopted in respect of the two CPV codes set
out below:

e 85311200-4 - Welfare services for disabled people; and
e 85312120-6 -Day-care services for disabled children and young people.

Contact

13. Enquiries about this PPN should be directed to the Crown Commercial Service
Helpdesk on 0345 410 2222 or info@crowncommercial.gov.uk.

! https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/1169/contents/made
2 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/601/contents/made


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-communication/inclusive-language-words-to-use-and-avoid-when-writing-about-disability
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-communication/inclusive-language-words-to-use-and-avoid-when-writing-about-disability
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-communication/inclusive-language-words-to-use-and-avoid-when-writing-about-disability

