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It is a criminal offence under the Prison Act 1952 sections for certain items to be used, brought into, possessed within, or taken out of prisons. These are set out in the Prison Act under sections:

· 40B.Conveyance of List A articles into or out of prison
· 40C.Conveyance of List B or C articles into or out of prison
· 40CA.Unauthorised possession in prison of knife or offensive weapon
· 40CB.Throwing articles into prison

It is a criminal offence for any person without authority:

1.	to bring or throw any of the following items in or out of a prison or to cause another person to do so, to leave any of the following items in any place (in or out of the prison) intending it to come into the possession of a person in custody or to give to a person in custody any of the following items:

(a) a controlled drug, an explosive a firearm, ammunition or other offensive weapon;

Maximum penalty is 10 years imprisonment or an unlimited fine or both.

(b) Alcohol, a mobile telephone, a camera or a sound-recording device (including component parts for devices or items designed or adapted for use with a device, such as any disk, film or other item which can record sounds, images or information);

Maximum penalty is 2 years imprisonment or an unlimited fine or both.

2.	to bring or throw any of the following items in or out of a prison with the intention of it coming into the possession of a person in custody, to leave any of the following items in any place (in or out of the prison) intending it to come into the possession of a person in custody, to cause another person to do so, or to give to a person in custody any of the following items: 

(a) Tobacco, money, clothing, food, drink, letters, paper, books, tools, IT equipment, e-cigarettes, matches and lighters 

Maximum penalty is a £1000 fine.

3.   to possess inside a prison a mobile telephone or any device capable of transmitting or receiving images, sounds or information by electronic communications (or a component part of such a device or an article designed or adapted for use with such a device) or to take a photograph or make a sound recording within a prison, transmit or cause to be transmitted any image, sound or information from inside a prison by electronic communications for simultaneous reception outside a prison or convey or cause to be conveyed a restricted document out of a prison.

Maximum penalty is 2 years imprisonment or an unlimited fine or both.

It should also be noted that Under Prison Rule 71(2) - The governor may direct the removal from a prison of any person who does not leave on being required to do so
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