
 

Implementing increases 
to selected court and 
tribunal fees 
 

 

 

 

This consultation begins on 10 November 2023 

This consultation ends on 22 December 2023 

  



 

 

 

  



Implementing increases to selected 
court and tribunal fees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A consultation produced by the Ministry of 
Justice. It is also available at 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/ 

 



 

 



About this consultation 

To: This consultation is aimed at 
users of the impacted jurisdictions 
of His Majesty’s Courts and 
Tribunals Service, the legal 
profession, the judiciary, the 
advice sector, the voluntary 
sector, and all those with an 
interest in the courts and tribunals. 

Duration: From 10/11/23 to 22/12/23 

Enquiries 
(including 
requests for the 
paper in an 
alternative 
format) to: 

Fees Policy Team 
Ministry of Justice 
102 Petty France 
London SW1H 9AJ 
Email: 
mojfeespolicy@justice.gov.uk 
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Ministerial foreword 

His Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS) 
plays a fundamental role in upholding the rule of law 
by enabling all citizens of the UK to exercise their 
constitutional right to access justice. Whether making 
a claim for a sum of money owed, ensuring a child is 
placed in a safe home, or appealing an existing court 
judgment, the public use courts and tribunals in many 
ways to enforce their rights. In essence, HMCTS 
represents a cornerstone of our democracy by 
facilitating the proper application of the law. 

It is undeniable that without a steady, sustainable 
stream of income to guarantee it is sufficiently 
resourced, it would be impossible for HMCTS to 
deliver its world-renowned services to the public. 
Users of the courts and tribunals are therefore asked 
to contribute to the cost of the justice process by 
paying fees where they can afford to do so.  

Court fees are a significant part of the overall HMCTS 
funding model, generating £727 million of the total 
£2.3 billion it cost to run the agency in 2022/23. The 
remainder is funded by the taxpayer, including all 



Implementing increases to selected court and tribunal fees 

4 

costs in the criminal jurisdiction and the cost of our 
Help with Fees remission scheme, which subsidises 
the cost of court and tribunal fees for people with 
limited financial means. This ensures that in 
generating vital income for HMCTS, access to the 
courts is not impeded in the process. And to further 
protect access to justice, I am delighted that we will 
soon be launching a revised, more generous Help 
with Fees scheme to provide greater levels of financial 
assistance to those most in need. 

However, it is critical that HMCTS continues to receive 
an adequate stream of income by ensuring fees keep 
pace with increased costs to HMCTS as a result of 
changes in the general level of prices, while at the 
same time minimising the cost to the taxpayer as 
much as possible. This consultation therefore 
proposes to increase a selection of appropriate fees 
to account for changes in the general level of prices. 
I believe that increasing our fees by 10% – just over 
half of the 17.8% rise in the consumer price index 
(CPI) since they were last increased in 2021 – 
creates a fair balance between more closely aligning 
user contributions to growing HMCTS costs and 
recognising the ongoing financial pressures to 
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households as a result of increases to the cost 
of living. 

Increasing up to 202 fees by 10% is expected to 
generate between approximately £34 million and £42 
million a year, a significant level of additional funding 
which will go directly towards improving service 
delivery, subsidising the cost of related court and 
tribunal services for which we do not charge a fee, 
and reducing the overall cost to the taxpayer. 

All in all, implementing increases to court and tribunal 
fees is vital to our ongoing work to protect access to 
the courts for all those who seek justice. Together with 
the upcoming revised Help with Fees scheme, I am 
confident that these proposals will bring crucial 
funding to HMCTS without denying access to justice 
to those who may not be able to afford a court fee. 

 
Minister Freer MP 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
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Executive summary 

1. This document sets out the government’s 
proposal to deliver increases of 10% for up to 202 
court and tribunal fees charged across several 
jurisdictions within His Majesty’s Courts and 
Tribunals Service (HMCTS). These increases 
would partially reflect changes in the consumer 
price index (CPI), backdated to the last time 
HMCTS fees were updated in 2021. 

2. The final number of fees included in this proposal 
is subject to change depending on the responses 
received, as well as the outcome of ongoing 
analysis to confirm their associated cost to 
HMCTS. No fee will be increased to a level which 
exceeds its underlying cost, with the exception of 
certain fees which have been set with a specific 
power allowing them to over-recover cost. This 
means that certain fees included in this proposal 
may ultimately be excluded if it is found that a 
10% increase results in over-recovery. 

3. The proposed increases will better align the fees 
charged to court users with the rising 
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administrative and judicial costs incurred by 
HMCTS as a result of changes in the general level 
of prices. Delivering these increases is expected 
to raise between an estimated additional £34 
million and £42 million a year. This will support 
HMCTS to continue delivering its services 
efficiently and effectively, while also reducing the 
level of taxpayer subsidisation where fees are not 
charged or are set below their associated cost. As 
further analysis of the underpinning costs for 
some fees is required, this estimated income is 
subject to change, and updated figures will be 
shared in the response to this consultation. 

4. Increasing HMCTS fees means that users of the 
court can make a fairer contribution to the cost of 
delivering the services from which they benefit. 
However, in the interest of keeping fees affordable 
and in recognition of the Lord Chancellor’s duty to 
protect access to justice, we are only proposing to 
partially raise fees in line with the general level of 
prices. This is further supported by the 
government’s revised Help with Fees remission 
scheme, which will provide greater financial 
assistance for those who may not be able to 
afford their fees when it launches later this year. 
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5. As well as discussing increases to individual fees, 
this consultation makes two further proposals. The 
first is to establish a routine approach to updating 
fees every two years with reference to any 
changes in both HMCTS costs and the general 
level of prices. Making regular, smaller changes to 
fees, as opposed to more infrequent but larger 
increases, would provide a more sustainable 
stream of income for HMCTS while staggering 
the financial impact on users of the courts 
and tribunals. 

6. The second proposal is to set the council tax 
liability order fee under the Lord Chancellor’s 
so-called ‘enhanced’ power, which allows fees to 
be set at a value above their underlying cost to 
HMCTS. Doing so will allow us to retain the fee at 
its current level of £0.50p, while accounting for the 
regular fluctuations in its cost which can change 
year on year. 

7. This consultation will be open for response until 
22 December 2023. The government is seeking 
views from users of the impacted jurisdictions of 
HMCTS, the legal profession, the judiciary, the 
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advice sector, the voluntary sector, and all those 
with an interest in the work of HMCTS. 
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Introduction 

Background 
8. His Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service 

(HMCTS) is an executive agency which is 
responsible for the administration and delivery of 
court services within the tribunals and criminal, 
civil and family courts across England and Wales. 
HMCTS services are spread over several 
jurisdictions. The jurisdictions affected by this 
proposal are: 
• Civil Courts (including the County Court and 

High Court) 
• Magistrates’ Courts  
• Family Courts 
• Probate Registry 
• Court of Protection  
• Tribunals (including the General Regulatory 

Chamber in relation to gambling, the Lands 
Chamber, the Immigration and Asylum 
Chamber (Upper Tribunal only) and the 
Property Chamber)  
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9. HMCTS provides a vital platform for people to 
access their right to justice, a fundamental part of 
the United Kingdom’s constitution. Sponsored by 
the Ministry of Justice and governed by an 
independent judiciary, HMCTS administers a wide 
range of services to members of the public 
seeking support with a legal matter or a resolution 
on a dispute between parties. Delivering these 
essential public services ensures that the state 
adheres to its principles as enshrined in 
legislation, by enabling people to establish or 
defend their rights at any point in their lives where 
it is required.  

10. The Lord Chancellor has a statutory duty to 
ensure that HMCTS has the resources it needs to 
function efficiently and effectively. Court and 
tribunal fees play an important role in achieving 
this, accounting for £727 million of the total £2.3 
billion it cost to run HMCTS in 2022/23, with the 
remaining costs deriving from general taxation.1 

 
1 This represents total income net of remissions before 

refunds. Source available at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/hm-courts-tribunals-
service-annual-report-and-accounts-2022-to-2023 
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HMCTS operates in line with HM Treasury 
principles as set out in its Managing Public Money 
publication, by recovering a contribution towards 
the cost of providing its services from court and 
tribunal users who can afford a fee.2  

11. However, the Lord Chancellor has an additional 
duty to protect access to justice for all, and as 
such fees must be set at affordable levels so that 
no one is prevented or deterred from using the 
courts and tribunals service when seeking a 
solution to a legal issue. This is further supported 
by our Help with Fees remissions scheme which 
ensures access to justice is protected for all court 
users regardless of their financial status, by 
providing financial assistance towards the cost of 
court and tribunal fees for eligible users.3 

12. Court and tribunal fees are generally set at the 
cost of delivering their associated service, in 
accordance with Managing Public Money 
standards. The Lord Chancellor has several 

 
2 Available at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/ 

managing-public-money 
3 More information can be found at: www.gov.uk/get-help-

with-court-fees 
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powers which allow him to set court and tribunal 
fees, but generally these do not permit the 
establishment of a fee at a value which is above 
the cost of delivering the related service.4 
However, in some cases, the Lord Chancellor has 
the power to set fees above the cost of service 
(known as ‘enhanced fees’), under section 180 of 
the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 
2014. Enhanced fees are significant in raising 
higher levels of income for HMCTS where there is 
a low risk of affordability implications for users and 
where specific parliamentary approval has been 
granted. Importantly, the income generated from 
enhanced fees helps to subsidise the cost of 
related services where low or no fees are charged 
in the interest of vulnerable users, such as those 
who require a non-molestation order or a female 

 
4 These powers are established in section 92 of the Courts 

Act 2003; section 42 of the Tribunals, Courts and 
Enforcement Act 2007; section 54 and 58 of the Mental 
Capacity Act 2005; sections 414 and 415 of the 
Insolvency Act 1986; section 52 of the Constitutional 
Reform Act 2005; and section 7(2) of the Gender 
Recognition Act.  
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genital mutilation order for their safety and 
protection.  

13. The cost of subsidising these services has 
increased since the last time a large selection of 
fees were increased in 2021. Since this time, CPI 
has increased by 17.8%, but fees have not been 
updated accordingly. The result is that cost 
recovery levels from fees have continued to 
decrease over time, requiring greater reliance on 
taxpayer subsidisation and causing the current 
funding model for HMCTS to become 
progressively less sustainable.  

14. To reduce the cost to the taxpayer in ensuring the 
adequate funding of HMCTS, we are proposing to 
increase fees to reflect changes in the general 
level of prices since 2021, where we assess it 
appropriate to do so. Uprating fees in this way will 
ensure that a greater proportion of HMCTS costs 
are recovered from court users, enabling a more 
stable stream of income to support the ongoing 
improvement of service delivery for those seeking 
justice outcomes.  
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About this consultation 
15. This consultation seeks views on the proposal to 

raise up to 202 fees to partially reflect changes to 
CPI since the fees were last increased. The fees 
identified have been set in the following fees orders:  
• The Enrolment of Deeds (Fees) Regulations 

1994 – SI 1994/601 
• The Non-Contentious Probate Fees Order 2004 

– SI 2004/3120 
• The Court of Protection Fees Order 2007 – 

SI 2007/1745 
• Magistrates’ Courts Fees Order 2008 – 

SI 2008/1052 
• Family Proceedings Fees Order 2008 – 

SI 2008/1054 
• Civil Proceedings Fees Order 2008 – 

SI 2008/1053 
• The Upper Tribunal (Lands Chamber) Fees 

Order 2009 – SI 2009/1114 
• The First-tier Tribunal (Gambling) Fees Order 

2010 – SI 2010/42 
• The Upper Tribunal (Immigration and Asylum 

Chamber) (Judicial Review) (England and 
Wales) Fees Order 2011 – SI 2011/2344 
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• The First-tier Tribunal (Property Chamber) Fees 
Order 2013 – SI 2013/11795 

16. The fees in scope for this increase are either 
enhanced – meaning that they have already 
received parliamentary approval to be set above 
their associated cost – or are fees set with the 
intention to recover at cost. The full list of the 202 
proposed fee changes is shown in Annex A. 

17. However, it should be noted that the final number 
of fees included in this exercise may be lower 
than 202. This is because 70 of the 202 fees 
identified require further analysis to confirm their 
underlying cost to HMCTS, and therefore ensure 
that any non-enhanced fees are not increased 
above this cost. Should we find that a 10% 
increase to a non-enhanced fee results in its value 
becoming greater than its underpinning cost, we 
will exclude that fee from the exercise. The 70 
fees which require further analysis can be found 
highlighted in Annex A, and a more in-depth 
summary of how they differ from the remaining 

 
5 The original fees orders and subsequent amendments 

are available online by searching the fees orders and/or 
their SI numbers above at: www.legislation.gov.uk 
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132 fees is set out in paragraphs 29 and 30 
below.  

18. Subject to the responses received in relation to 
this proposal, if these changes are agreed, 
implementation is expected to occur in March 
2024. 

19. This consultation also covers two further 
proposals: one on making incremental updates to 
fees to reflect changes in cost and inflation every 
two years, and another on enhancing the council 
tax liability order fee with a view to retaining its 
current £0.50p value. 
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The proposals 

20. This section covers three separate proposals: 
increasing up to 202 fees to reflect increases to 
CPI; establishing regular fee increases every 
two years; and enhancing the council tax liability 
order fee. 

Proposal 1: Increasing selected court and 
tribunal fees from 2024 
21. This proposal, if implemented, will increase up to 

202 fees by 10% to partially account for 
backdated increases to CPI. The fees affected are 
set by the ten fees orders listed in paragraph 15. 
The relevant orders and fees included for 
increases are recorded in Annex A. 

22. HMCTS fees were last updated in September 
2021 to account for backdated inflation between 
August 2016 and March 2021. Since then, the CPI 
has risen by 17.8% between March 2021 and 
March 2023, reflecting the increase in the prices 
of goods and services affecting typical 
households. Although there is no equivalent 
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published metric that is specific to HMCTS, 
changes in CPI provide a useful indicator of the 
changes in inflation borne by HMCTS. 

23. It is now sensible that we look to increase our fees 
again so that user contributions to court and 
tribunal services are more closely aligned with the 
rising costs experienced by HMCTS resulting from 
changes in the general level of prices. Doing so 
will not only help to facilitate a more sustainable 
source of income for HMCTS, which is critical for 
the delivery of high-quality services to those 
accessing the courts, but it will also reduce the 
level of contributions required by the taxpayer to 
maintain a well-functioning system. 

24. However, we recognise that UK households 
continue to face ongoing financial pressures with 
increases to the cost of living. To minimise the 
impact of fee increases on users as far as 
possible and protect access to justice, we propose 
that fee increases will only pass on partial 
increases to CPI, rather than absorbing the full 
17.8% increase measured between March 2021 
and March 2023. We think that increases of 10% 
represent an optimal balance between facilitating 
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a sustainable funding model for HMCTS and 
keeping fees affordable for court users. 

25. Furthermore, we propose that fee increases will 
be delivered in Spring 2024, following the 
establishment of a revised, more generous Help 
with Fees remission scheme in late 2023. The 
refreshed scheme has been designed to provide 
improved financial support for those who might 
struggle to afford a court fee.  

26. To identify which of the over 300 HMCTS fees 
should be included for increases, we conducted 
an analysis of each individual fee against several 
exclusion criteria. This helped us to identify 104 
fees that we assessed to be inappropriate for 
inclusion. These include: 
• fees that we intend to review, redesign or 

remove in the near future, with a view to 
simplifying our overall fees system 

• low or zero value fees for which a 10% increase 
would be negligible or nil 

• instances where a 10% increase for the fee 
would conflict with the Lord Chancellor’s duty to 
protect access to justice, given the notable 
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vulnerability of the majority user cohort and/or 
sensitive nature of cases involved 

• fees that are charged based on a calculation, or 
that are banded at a range of values (A 10% 
increase would alter the specific thresholds at 
which these fees have been set, which are in 
place to ensure fees remain proportionate to 
the value of the related claim) 

27. We therefore felt assured that the remaining 202 
fees could be increased by 10% to generate 
higher levels of income without impeding access 
to justice or altering their design. The full list of 
fees selected for increases can be found in 
Annex A. 

28. We estimate that increasing all 202 fees by 10% 
would generate between £34 million and £42 
million per annum in additional funding for the vital 
delivery of HMCTS services. Although users 
would have to pay higher fees as a result, these 
changes not only more fairly reflect the costs 
incurred by HMCTS to process court and tribunal 
applications, but would also be relatively small in 
individual terms, with the majority of fee increases 
(53%) being under £20. 
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29. However, it should be noted that work is ongoing 
to update the methodology for calculating the 
HMCTS costs underpinning each of the selected 
fees, which could result in fewer than 202 fees 
included for increases.6 This is important because 
only those fees set under section 180 of the Anti-
Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
(known as ‘enhanced’ fees, with the remaining 
fees ‘non-enhanced’) are charged at a value 
above their related cost. We will not increase a 
non-enhanced fee by 10% if doing so would mean 

 
6 It is important to note that calculating the way costs are 

attributed to a single HMCTS activity is not the same as 
calculating the overall inflation borne by HMCTS. The 
former may be influenced by factors that are specific to 
the operation of HMCTS, such as digitisation, staff 
changes or increased administrative efficiency through 
changes in process. Contrastingly, the latter is related to 
general fluctuations in the prices of products and services 
across the economy. 
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that the new fee is greater than the costs incurred 
by HMCTS.7 

30. Although the costing work has allowed us to 
confirm that 132 fees out of the total 202 can be 
increased by 10%, further analysis is required to 
confirm whether the remaining 70 fees can be 
included in this exercise. Annex A therefore sets 
out the maximum number of fees that we propose 
to increase (202 fees), with the unconfirmed 70 
fees highlighted. As the final list of fees for 
increases is subject to reduction, an updated list 
will be shared alongside our latest estimate of 
additional income generated when we publish a 
response to this consultation.  

31. If implemented, proposal 1 will be effected via a 
negative statutory instrument and would include 

 
7 For example, if a non-enhanced fee that is currently 

charged at £90 was assessed to have an underpinning 
cost of £100, then a 10% increase would be considered, 
because the increased value of £99 would be below the 
fee’s cost. Contrastingly, a 10% increase would not be 
made to a non-enhanced £100 fee with the same 
underpinning cost, because the new value of £110 would 
be above its £100 cost. 
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amendments to the ten fees orders listed in 
paragraph 15. See Annex A for all the fees orders 
included in this consultation. The orders and 
subsequent amendments are available online at 
www.legislation.gov.uk 

Proposal 2: Establishing regular fee 
increases 
32. Previous increases to HMCTS fees to reflect 

inflation have been ad hoc, with changes 
delivered most recently in 2021.8 As a result, user 
contributions through fees are increasingly 
misaligned with rising costs experienced by 
HMCTS, which ultimately affects cost recovery 
levels and requires greater reliance on taxpayer 
subsidisation. Occasional increases also require 
more significant changes to fees each time to 
account for what might be several years of 
backdated increases to CPI. Smaller-scale 
increases delivered at more regular intervals 
would not only provide a more sustainable stream 

 
8 Previous changes were made by SIs 2010/1916, 

2010/1917, 2011/586, 2011/587, 2011/588, 2013/1407, 
2013/1409 and 2016/807. 
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of income for HMCTS, but would also enable fee 
increases to be implemented steadily over time. 

33. To achieve this goal, we propose to make full or 
partial inflation-based increases to selected fees 
once every two years, referring to the CPI for the 
reasons set out in paragraph 22. Alongside this, 
we will review the costs underpinning fees to 
identify any fluctuations that require reflecting in 
the corresponding fee itself. Fee updates in 
advance of each two-year interval will continue to 
be made should we become aware of reduced 
HMCTS costs, to prevent any non-enhanced fees 
inadvertently over-recovering their cost. 

34. Although these updates would be delivered 
routinely, we would continue to assess fees on a 
case-by-case basis, as opposed to implementing 
increases across all HMCTS fees, or to each fee 
increased in the past, by the same percentage 
every two years. The increases proposed in this, 
and previous, consultations will therefore not act 
as a precedent for any changes we make in the 
future. Later reviews may result in updates to 
more or fewer fees by smaller or larger 
proportions of CPI.  
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35. Nonetheless, for continuity purposes we intend to 
follow the same procedure carried out when 
selecting the fees for inclusion in proposal 1 of 
this consultation. This will involve weighing up 
several factors to determine whether a fee should 
be in or out of scope of updates. These include: 
• the access to justice implications of increasing 

the fee 
• whether the fee has recently been changed, or 

is in the pipeline for a potential change in the 
near future 

• the relative impact of increasing the fee on 
HMCTS cost recovery levels 

• whether the fee is enhanced and, if not, 
whether an increase could risk over-recovering 
its underpinning cost 

36. The proposal to implement increases on a routine 
basis aligns with the approach taken across other 
parts of the public sector. For example, the 
Department for Transport increases rail fares 
annually to reflect changes in the retail price index 
(RPI), and the Department for Health and Social 
Care similarly review prescription charges once a 
year. Should we proceed with regular increases, 
the approach taken in England and Wales would 
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also become more aligned with how court and 
tribunal fees are updated in Scotland, where fees 
are reviewed every three years. 

37. As these fee increases would be treated as 
routine, and the background and rationale for the 
changes would not significantly differ from those 
described under proposal 1, we would no longer 
look to publish a consultation each time regular 
updates are delivered. However, we will continue 
to consult on any wider policy changes to court 
and tribunal fees which do not fall under inflation 
or and cost-based updates. 

Proposal 3: Enhancing the council tax 
liability order fee 
38. We also propose to enhance fee 4.1 relating to 

proceedings under the Council Tax 
(Administration and Enforcement) Regulations 
1992 or the Non-Domestic Rating (Collection and 
Enforcement) (Local Lists) Regulations 1989 on 
an application for a liability order, under the 
Magistrates’ Court Fees Order 2008. Doing so 
would involve taking the relevant parliamentary 
steps to restate the fee under s. 180 Antisocial 
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Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014, but we 
would look to retain the fee at its current level of 
£0.50p. 

39. Given the low level of the fee, the volumes of 
these orders each year and the efficiencies found 
in processing them, the cost of this service can 
fluctuate year on year by just a few pence. By 
setting this fee under the enhanced power, it will 
avoid the disproportionate cost to the taxpayer of 
having to regularly adjust the fee level and lay a 
statutory instrument in order to keep the fee 
at cost. 

40. We would not seek to increase the fee above 
£0.50p unless the costs of delivering this service 
increased above this value, in which case, we 
would only look to set the fee at cost. 

41. This change would require a separate affirmative 
statutory instrument that we intend to introduce by 
the end of March 2024. 

Impact of delivering the proposals 
42. An impact assessment has been published 

alongside this document. This sets out the 
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estimated impact that the proposal for 10% 
increases to up to 202 fees would have if it were 
to be implemented. The impact assessment 
indicates that HMCTS, court users (individuals, 
businesses and local authorities), legal services 
providers, support organisations in the advice and 
voluntary sector, taxpayers and MoJ are likely to 
be particularly affected. Further information 
regarding particular impacts is outlined in 
paragraphs 48 and 49.  

43. These proposals are likely to lead to additional 
costs for HMCTS and the voluntary/ advice sector 
(due to changes required by implementation) as 
well as individuals, businesses and the public 
sector (due to increased fees). 

Consultation period 
44. This consultation seeks views on the proposal that 

selected fees outlined in Annex A should be 
increased by 10% to partially account for rising 
CPI levels since March 2021. This includes 70 out 
of the total 202 fees proposed for increases that 
are still undergoing review to confirm their 
associated cost. It also seeks views on the 



Implementing increases to selected court and tribunal fees 

30 

proposal to implement increases to appropriate 
fees every two years, as well as to enhance the 
council tax liability order fee in order to retain its 
current £0.50p value. The closing date for 
responses is 22 December 2023. 

45. The consultation paper is being published online 
at GOV.UK. Copies of the consultation paper are 
also being sent directly to the Judiciary. 

46. Responses are welcomed from anyone with an 
interest in or views on the subject covered by 
this paper. 
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Impact assessment, equalities 
and Welsh language 

Impact assessment 
47. A formal impact assessment has been prepared 

for this proposal and has been published 
alongside this consultation. It can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/impl
ementing-increases-to-selected-court-and-
tribunal-fees 

48. The impact assessment indicates that HMCTS, 
court users (individuals, businesses and local 
authorities), legal services providers, support 
organisations in the advice and voluntary sector, 
taxpayers and MoJ are particularly affected.  

49. The proposals are likely to lead to additional costs 
for HMCTS and the voluntary/ and advice sector 
(due to changes required by implementation) and 
businesses and the public sector (due to 
increased fees).  
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Equalities 
50. Under the Public Sector Equality Duty within the 

Equality Act 2010 we are required to consider 
the equalities impacts of policy proposals in 
relation to: 
• eliminating discrimination, harassment, 

victimisation and any other conduct that is 
prohibited by or under the Equality Act 2010 

• advancing equality of opportunity between 
persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristic and persons who do not share it 

• fostering good relations between persons who 
share a relevant protected characteristic and 
persons who do not share it 

51. For the purposes of the equality assessment the 
relevant protected characteristics under the 
Equality Act are race; sex; disability; sexual 
orientation; religion or belief; age; gender 
reassignment; and pregnancy and maternity. 

52. An equalities statement has been prepared for 
this proposal and has been published alongside 
this consultation. 
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Welsh language 
53. These proposals, if implemented, would also 

impact those who speak the Welsh language. The 
proposals include changes to fees which also 
impact users of the courts who speak the Welsh 
language, although should not impair their 
understanding of fees disproportionately. 

54. A Welsh version of this document can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/impl
ementing-increases-to-selected-court-and-
tribunal-fees. A Welsh language copy of the 
impact assessment and the equalities statement 
will be provided on request. 
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Questionnaire 

Fees are the main source of direct income for HMCTS 
and it is important to review them in order to meet the 
Lord Chancellor’s statutory duty to ensure an efficient 
and effective courts system. To ensure that the courts 
are properly funded and are sustainable over time, the 
fees paid by users of the service will need to be 
increased. 

Question 1: Do you agree with the principle that 
fees should be increased periodically to reflect rising 
costs to HMCTS as a result of changes in the 
general level of prices? Please give reasons for 
your answer. 

Question 2: Do you agree with the principle that a 
fee increase of 10% for up to 202 fees, to partially 
reflect increases in CPI from March 2021 is 
appropriate? Please give reasons for your answer. 

Question 3: Are there any fees outlined in Annex A 
that should not be increased by 10% as part of this 
proposal? Please give reasons for your answer. 
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Question 4: Do you agree with the proposal on 
making more regular, incremental inflation and cost-
based increases to court and tribunal fees every two 
years, as opposed to more infrequent but more 
significant changes on an ad hoc basis? Please give 
reasons for your answer. 

Question 5: What are your views on the proposal to 
enhance the council tax liability order fee, retaining 
its current value of £0.50p? 

Question 6: What do you consider to be the 
equalities impacts on individuals with protected 
characteristics of the proposals? Are there forms of 
mitigation in relation to equality impacts that we have 
not considered? Please give reasons for your 
answer. 

 

Thank you for participating in this consultation 
exercise. 
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About you 

Please use this section to tell us about yourself. 

Full name  
Job title or capacity in 
which you are 
responding to this 
consultation exercise 
(e.g. member of the 
public etc) 

 

Date  
Company 
name/organisation 
(if applicable) 

 

Address  

Postcode  
If you would like us to 
acknowledge receipt of 
your response, please 
tick this box 

 
(please tick box) 
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Address to which the 
acknowledgement 
should be sent, if 
different from above 

 

 

 

If you are a representative of a group, please tell us 
the name of the group and give a summary of the 
people or organisations that you represent. 
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Contact details and how to 
respond 

Please send your response by 22 December 2023 to: 
Fees Policy Team 
Ministry of Justice 
102 Petty France 
London SW1H 9AJ 
Email: MoJ Fees Policy mojfeespolicy@justice.gov.uk 

Complaints or comments 
If you have any complaints or comments about the 
consultation process, you should contact the Ministry 
of Justice at the above address. 

Extra copies 
Further paper copies of this consultation can be 
obtained from the above address. Digital copies are 
also available at www.consult.justice.gov.uk 

Alternative format versions of this publication can be 
requested from mojfeespolicy@justice.gov.uk 
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Publication of response 
A paper summarising the responses to this 
consultation will be published in due course. 
The response paper will be available online at 
www.consult.justice.gov.uk 

Representative groups 
Representative groups are asked to give a summary 
of the people and organisations they represent when 
they respond. 

Confidentiality 
Information provided in response to this consultation, 
including personal information, may be published or 
disclosed in accordance with the access to 
information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection 
Act 2018 (DPA), the United Kingdom General Data 
Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004.  

If you want the information that you provide to be 
treated as confidential, please be aware that, under 
the FOIA, there is a statutory code of practice with 
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which public authorities must comply and which deals, 
among other things, with obligations of confidence. In 
view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to 
us why you regard the information you have provided 
as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure 
of the information we will take full account of your 
explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that 
confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. 
An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by 
your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as 
binding on the MoJ.  

If you do not wish your name/corporate identity to be 
made public in this way then you are advised to 
provide a response in an anonymous fashion (for 
example ‘local business owner’, ‘member of public’).  

The MoJ will process your personal data in 
accordance with the DPA and in the majority of 
circumstances, this will mean that your personal data 
will not be disclosed to third parties.  

For more information see the MoJ personal 
information charter. 
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Consultation principles 

The principles that government departments and other 
public bodies should adopt for engaging stakeholders 
when developing policy and legislation are set out in 
the Cabinet Office Consultation Principles 2018 that 
can be found online at: 
www.assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upl
oads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691383/Co
nsultation_Principles__1_.pdf 

 



Implementing increases to selected court and tribunal fees 

42 

Annex A: Proposed fees to 
increase 

The tables below detail the fees we propose to 
increase, including the current fee, the proposed fee, 
and subsequent fee increase. Please note that 
highlighted rows with fees marked with an asterisk (*) 
denote the 70 fees that are undergoing further 
analysis to confirm whether a 10% increase would 
result in the fee charged over-recovering its 
underpinning cost. See paragraphs 29 and 30 for 
more detail. 

The proposed changes to fees are broken down by 
the relevant fee orders in which they are referenced.  

The Enrolment of Deeds (Fees) 
Regulations 1994 No 601 
The fees in scope from the Enrolment of Deeds 
(Fees) Regulations include the fee to enrol a change 
of name deed. 
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