
From: Tim Connolly   
Sent: 07 September 2023 16:42 
To: Section 62A Applications <section62a@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> 
Subject: S62a/2023/0019  
 

Dear Sir.  

With reference to the planning application S62a/2023/0019 I would like to register my objection to 
the scheme.  

My name is Timothy Connolly and my family and I have lived in Smiths Green, Takeley for over 16 
years;  

Over the past 10 years or so Takeley and the Canfields have taken on many very large residential 
developments which has put a huge strain on the infrastructure in the local area to a level where it 
now cannot cope. Both Takeley junior schools are at their limit and there are no senior schools in the 
close vicinity. Weston Homes have added an extension to the existing Roseacres school in their 
application but we all know that this won’t happen and if it did it would not be sufficient to cope 
with even the current expansion, let alone another 96 houses. The lack of any medical centre or GP 
surgery means that residents currently have to travel over 5 miles to the nearest surgery. Water 
pressure and drainage in the area are already a major concern, with the current systems already at 
breaking point and water pressure is at a very minimum in many areas of the village.  

This current application was part of a larger one that was put forward by Weston homes which I and 
a large part of the local community strongly opposed. This original Warish Hall development plan 
had threatened to urbanise what is currently an area in the Countryside Protection Zone ( UDC Policy 
S8). The appeal from Weston Homes was heard in July 2022 and all the issues thoroughly examined. 
This appeal was dismissed by the Inspector in August 2022. By simply breaking up the original plan 
into three different applications in no way changes the issues at stake. In fact, the latest application 
for development of Jack's Field (one of the pieces of the original application) was rejected by the 
inspector in August this year, following a hearing in July.  

This proposed development would contravene a significant number of Uttlesford District Council ( 
UDC ) policies, in particular: Policy ENV3 - Open Spaces and Trees. Policy ENV7 - The protection of 
the natural Environment. Policy ENV8 - Other Landscape Elements of importance for Nature 
Conservation. Policy ENV 9 - Historic Landscapes. Policy S7 - Countryside. 

The footpath from Smiths Green through to Bulls Field is a single track unlit footpath Weston Homes 
have made great play of the fact that they would like to upgrade this footpath so that it becomes a 
cycle track etc with all that that entails (lights, speed, noise etc) there is an associated footpath 
leading from the bottom of Jacks Lane (which is opposite where Weston Homes “upgraded” 
footpath would exit and abuts the moat) again this is a safe walk for children and animals and 
doesn’t need to be upgraded. Weston Homes have made great play that “new residents” in Bulls 
Field would use these footpaths to access the local shops. In reality they won’t. whilst it is a nice 
stroll to walk the dog etc in summer months - Takeley residents use their cars to access the few local 
shops.  

Bulls Field abuts Smiths Green, an area with listed buildings along a protected lane, which is narrow, 
unlit and only has grass verges with no footpaths. Weston Homes in their documents A.18 
Residential Travel Plan by Motion - May 2023 Section 2.10 and A.20 Transport Assessment by 






