Department for Levelling Up,
Housing & Communities

In the three years from 2019-20 to 2021-22:
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of land in England changed use (238,000 hectares)
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Of total land use change was from non-developed
use to other non-developed uses (140,500
hectares).
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Of total land use change was to a developed use
(80,500 hectares), of this:
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was from non-developed uses (48,500 hectares).

Of land changing to developed use the

proportion from non-developed uses was:
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Within land designated as Green Belt as at 31
March 2022 (7,200 hectares).
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Within National Flood Zone 3 (4,300 hectares)
(ignoring the presence of flood defences)
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Within areas at high/medium Risk of Flooding from
Rivers and Sea (RoFRS) (3,100 hectares)

(after accounting for the presence and condition of
flood defences)

Land changing to residential use:
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Of total land use change was to residential use
(15,300 hectares).
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Of land changing to residential use was from non-
developed uses (11,400 hectares).

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/land-use-in-england

Land Use Change Statistics:

Hectarage

England: 2019-20 to 2021-22

Land changing to developed use by

previous land use group:

Developed Non-developed

Agriculture 33%
Other developed use 13%
Industry and commerce 13%
Vacant - previously non-developed 10%
Undeveloped land 8%

Transport and utilitiesq %
Farestry, open land and water 6%
Vacant - previously developed 4%

Qutdoor recreation{ 2%

Land use group

Residential gardens{ | 2%
Residential{ 1%
Community services{ 1%

Minerals and landfill{ 0%

Defence buildings{ 0%
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Proportion of land that changed from non-

developed use to developed use:
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Expressed as a percentage of each hexagon.
Each hexagon has a height of 5km.

Contact us: Planning.Statistics@levellingup.gov.uk



https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-applications-statistics
mailto:Planning.Statistics@levellingup.gov.uk

