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Storm Overflows Taskforce —12/01/22 Minutes

Wednesday 12 January 2022
2Cl Chair | [REDACTED]
Time 11:00-12:00
[REDACTED] (CCWater), [REDACTED] (Wessex Water), [REDACTED] (Ofwat),
[REDACTED] (Environment Agency), [REDACTED] (Water UK)
Attendees
Defra: [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED],
[REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED]
Apologies [REDACTED] (The Rivers Trust)
SUPPOTING | o 1ok force 2022 Priorities Venue | 32inMicrosoft Teams
documents Meeting

Actions from 12/01
Defra to produce a summary of Taskforce priorities for 2022 for publication externally.

Defra to connect [REDACTED] with Defra Bathing Water Quality policy team and clarify
Defra policy leads for priority and non-priority areas.
Defra to share meeting forward look with members, including planned timelines for
engagement on the draft government plan Storm Overflows.

Outstanding actions from 15/12

[REDACTED] to contact with Water UK to see if they can further support the Taskforce on
comms in 2022.

Item

Time

Agenda item

Introduce

11:00
(5)

Welcome and introductions

[REDACTED]

11:05
(10)

Legislation report sign-off

The Legislation sub-group has now completed its review of
legislative options to support the Taskforce’s long term aim to
deliver a reduction in the frequency and adverse impact from storm
overflows. Members agreed to sign off the report. Defra welcomed
the report and confirmed the recommendations would be
considered alongside the outcomes of its review of Schedule 3 of
the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.

[REDACTED]

11:15
(107

Taskforce 2022 priorities - sign-off
The Taskforce agreed the following priority areas for 2022:
e Informing the Government plan on storm overflows by:
o defining the progressive reduction of harm duty in
the Environment Act 2021 (EA21); and
o defining the continuous monitoring and reporting
requirements in the EA21.
e Modifying processes and systems to best deliver new
ambitions on storm overflows:
o SOAF
o Accelerating improvements so they can take place

[REDACTED]



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZjZhM2RjZjctNzBjYy00ZDNiLWFiZDktNmQ0MTk5YTY2NGYw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522770a2450-0227-4c62-90c7-4e38537f1102%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25227a7eaf1e-be90-42a8-ac1e-3bf957563a67%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CStephanie.Martin%40defra.gov.uk%7C5b5a60ac312a45fdb71408d9b57431ac%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637740332908442121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=krjTKq%2BPAnLqQ6LtHFNjFq3CwTkTd9iriOodJthaZB4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZjZhM2RjZjctNzBjYy00ZDNiLWFiZDktNmQ0MTk5YTY2NGYw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522770a2450-0227-4c62-90c7-4e38537f1102%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25227a7eaf1e-be90-42a8-ac1e-3bf957563a67%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CStephanie.Martin%40defra.gov.uk%7C5b5a60ac312a45fdb71408d9b57431ac%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637740332908442121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=krjTKq%2BPAnLqQ6LtHFNjFq3CwTkTd9iriOodJthaZB4%3D&reserved=0
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faster and within one cycle (from investigation to
improvements)
o Economic regulation to promote better
environmental approaches
¢ Contributing towards a stakeholder engagement strategy on
storm overflows.
Members also agreed to make Taskforce priorities publicly
available.

Action: Defra to produce a summary of Taskforce priorities for
2022 for publication externally.

Action: Defra to connect [REDACTED] with Defra Bathing Water
Quality policy team and clarify Defra policy leads for priority and
non-priority areas.

11:25
(10))

Future programme for the Taskforce and ways of working
Members agreed to change the Taskforce meeting frequency from
fortnightly to monthly with ad hoc meetings as required to allow
sufficient time to implement actions between meetings. Members
discussed the forward look for future meetings and emphasised the
need to ensure clear alignment with Taskforce priorities.

Action: Defra to share meeting forward look with members,
including planned timelines for engagement on the draft
government plan Storm Overflows.

[REDACTED]

11:35
(10)

Update on the SO target and AOB

Defra confirmed Ministers are currently considering a number of
options for the storm overflows target. Members discussed the
importance of public engagement and education on this issue and
recommended that this also needs to be prioritised going forward.

[REDACTED]

11:45

Wrap up

[REDACTED]




