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Introduction

The River Wye (Afon Gwy in Welsh) is 251km long,

making it one of the longest rivers in Britain. It

winds its way from the Welsh Cambrian mountains

to join the River Severn at Chepstow. For much of

its length it cleaves a gentle split between England

and Wales. Journeying along the Wye takes you past

Neolithic cave dwellings, Iron Age forts and Roman

e« ©0 U v3eU AZ]o*3 3 I]JVP Jv 8Z %o (po
modern life in this area.

dZ tC J*}v }(8Z .v+30}Aov oV e+ %o
E]8 JvU A]3Z %o v3 v v]u o o]( }( ]vs
Ju%}ES v X Kv 3Z E]JA E C}pu C + I]v
}J© B+ v s ou}lvX /v 8Z &}E 3 }( v Alo
and deer roam freely. The whole length of the river is

«]Pv & e A8 }( "% ] o~]vyY. /Ivd E
"% ] o & }( }ve EA Y}vU (Elu , E (}E
you enter The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.

0}e 38} ]8e ¢}JuE U 8Z EJA E]e Z E &
shallow, gravelly stretches mixed with rocky cascades.

dz E]JA E ]+ v EE}A v (8 G}A]vP SZE
Zlooes 3}A €& -, Cr}vrtC X

&E}u , C 8} tZ]3v CU 8Z tC G}A. 3A v
o | D}puvsS Jve v 8§8Z Z Vv}EZ]E ,]Joo0*X

the river is generally shallow, with minor rapids and

several long pools.

&E}u tzZz]sv ¢ 8§} , E (JEE U §Z2 Z & § &
Z VvP ¢ ¢ ]85 u v Ee SZE}pkPz E} G}}

Below Bredwardine, the channel narrows before

entering a wide valley with high banks upstream of
Z}eerjvrtC X &E}u Z E U 8Z EJA E v E
8Z u}ed E uY e« Y}vU AJSEZ *% & po E

and deep wooded gorges down to Chepstow where it

enters the Severn Estuary.

n]os8Z t oo Jvto ] % EY po EoC I
of the Wye. Some of the most spectacular scenery
occurs where the river’s tributaries fall into the river.

The Wye is not only a great place to paddle, along

your route you'll meet rowers, swimmers, walkers

and anglers. Enjoy sharing the space together as you .
journey through this amazing landscape.



The River WyeNavigation

In the past the Wye was an important commercial E. Symonds Yat East

waterway but the infrastructure that supports this, S05608616010 | visitors.probe.thighs
such as locks and weirs, has long since been removedF Monmouth

v, IS A L] L] S 0, L] 0 S
) . e P v S AU R SH R %Oé?LZlEﬂSOéM%Bute\é.ghosts.sheds
rowing, but some sightseeing boats operate around
Symonds Yat. White water paddling is enjoyed on parts of the upper

L . . . river catchment. The rapids at Symonds Yat are a
dz vVvA]JE}vu vsS P v CJeSZ v A]P \\g}v Z%&]Euslygj}%&vé % OJvP +]5 v @

e W5k
$Z %y o] E]PZ3 }(v AP Vv & (E bp 7e. JET P
9 < . y N Y v} JvP X

M%oeSCE u S}, C d}Av &E] P }v §Z u ]Jv Z]A @l

v }v 8Z Z]JA & >uPP 3A v ]8¢ }VGPAV , G]BZtEZU % 0]VP }v §Z u% % E
Wye and Presteigne Town Bridge. considered best in autumn and winter months when

. . . the river levels tend to be higher. The upper reaches
dZ ‘ol 5 & , @ JuE dEp-s & . % vﬁ,.v .
$7V(E 18 E &7 ¥ v 57 aIsZo %)ntamt ragile’spawning grounds for salmon and

MSZIE]SC _(} . > ) 0 b 3OS seaﬂrout.qlz’[ is |Cf\nportant to not paddle when the river

downstream of Bigsweir Bridge. . .
levels are too low, to avoid causing any harm to the

It is important to note that the public right of natural environment by disturbing the gravels.
v AP Y}v_ v §Z Z]JA €& tC } ¢ v}S Pﬂﬁ\/igaﬁ%hpﬁtﬁeé(
access to the riverbank and other than at accepted
public sites, you must access the water either at a Ensure to keep to the right where possible and take
designated public launch, or get permission from care around bridges and other infrastructure where
§Z ov}Av E (}E o pv Z]JvP v o visiljiitPcatbeliXpaired. Powered boats have the
W 0 %}]vSe ] PE § }JuE }(Iv(EHeXV(AEC }A E pv%h A E E LX ']A
public access points. Please viggpaddling.info/ users as much space as possible.

paddlepoints Hire & Guided trips

dz & & vuu E }( }juu &E ] o Z]|E .GE
adventure holiday companies based on the Wye,
&}E (MESZ E ]v (pEEwgoVY.ykard]sdarch }+ &@]vP v} Vv I C | SE]% X

(JE t¢ E AIP Y}vX /( C}p Z}}e  E]V+Z v} ]vP o0]A EC V
Public toilets are available at: Clu Aloo IVIASZ C ZA PGE 3} o]A
Charter, which requires high standards of safety, value

for money, sustainability and customer service. When
searching for a paddling experience on the Go Paddling

B. Hay-on-Wye , — A +]8 U o}}l }1ug JE §Z o]A EC W ES)
S02290642432 | gravitate.snipe.origins )
C. ROSS-On-Wye 9 §} S§Z I} W O]VP A ']é é} .V Z]GE

S05961024069| SRVH FRQWHPSODWH GFD3RQeC % EIA]l & AZ}[+ SZ % E( S
I UnrooKk gopaddling.info/paddling-equipment-hire-

"PFGT
S05958816873 | riskiest.sunset.develop

Permission is also needed to camp or picnic on the
vlie J&E v |PZ }pE]VvP . 0 X

A. Glasbury
S01784839252 | amounting.intestine.guises
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http://gopaddling.info/paddling-equipment-hire-finder/
http://gopaddling.info/paddling-equipment-hire-finder/

Rapids And Natural Weirs River And Weather Conditions

/8 ] e vY 038} ]ve%o 3 3Z « E]JA E<V}BpEEZ A GEE (JE 5 (JE Clu « § }ps
SE A oo]vP }Av 3Z uX >}} }us (JE %@ %E@EEYNESZZE 3} Z VP V «}u Yu « ]
might be in the river and plan a route down the river  without warning. If you are unsure of your ability to

which avoids these. Pick a clean route down therapid o A]$8Z §Z A $Z €& }v ]Y}veU o A 37 §
C o}}]vP (JE « Y}ve }( A 3 E 3Z §a@herflayo PE v

}o}jup&E ~8Z ¢ uC LV (JEU s *Z %o [(]v Vv .
doubt just get out and walk around the rapid from River ﬁévelg Jan cha%ge rapidly on the Wye due to

rainfall across a large catchment area. You will need to
the bank. . .
be aware and take account of changing water levels in
We do not recommend that those using stand up v Juu ]30C LEZ AC & ]Jv(ooX dzZ E]
paddleboards paddle weirs. If paddling rapids then youv } § % 0o Jv G}} }v ]Y}ve pvo e Clu G
must be suitably experienced and wear the appro very experienced paddler.
priate equipment, including a releasable waist leash, L . .
. . If you are hiring a boat, the hire company can advise
white water helmet etc. If you are not experienced N .
in reading and paddling these kinds of waters do not Chudv dv I¥ive v e (SCX
© u%3s 8} P} }Av 8Z uX River levels can be checked and viewed at
www.riverlevels.uk or check-for-flooding.
If you do capsize in a rapid try to stay out of the way of service.gov.uk.
CIluE v} }JE I CIX 'S }v CluE Il v G} 88U A]sz
CIUE ( 8 }v 8Z uCE( v ( ]JvP }AveSE uU pvYo
you reach the end of the rapid and are able to swim to «
the shore.

Z %] *%}Se § v §} HeC V %o}%opo E o VY}ve o}
always keep an eye out for other river users to avoid
collisions as you paddle through.

Wildlife on the Wye

dz Z]JA E tC ]+ 18 }( "% ] o0 " Ww¥. EIVEJA(FFS u]PZ3 «}pv o]l Z E s &
~ANAJe vy A% ] 0o E }( }ve EA Vv EECUWYIBSAESZUS ]3[* SH 00C V Ju%}ES
lower river from Mordiford to Chepstow also classed the habitat that helps give the Wye its SAC status. A
as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Partt u & }( $Z p© & p% ( ulJoCU SZ]e %0 VvS§
}W(sz i}C }( CIu&E i}pEV C v ('} poxydenatéowkietPfoss extensive mats and produces
Alv E(po G}E v (uv o}vP §Z @EGUs E- U ]vP 3§} 8z usC }( 8z EJA EX

V CIH %} V31O EM dZ C[E %G @}}EQ/ G EIA(IS AlSZius jve vsX

S -
v I{]gg}ou-vAPYvP- E *pnO0S
they are known to live all along the Wye. Look for large ] > ] H
growth of the plant contact the Environment Agency
ripples on the surface of the water, lots of bubbles and

i 8} 8 (J}5ro}]vPU EIU *0 | v]u o R{TEe oy1vp 527

§]JoX v &£ JYVP v]u o 38} § Z P oliyéu're IgqRy youlmigh@pot Salmon leaping on your
v}sS 8§} ] SuCE ve AP §Y}vU SE tdp hpihe REFer@Weli€a very important habitat for

AlY « §Z 3 u]l]PZ38 Z € }uE }O E AZ3OPV¥%VP QulE /5[ ++ vY 0 v}3 5§} ]*SpE
1+ 32 E]A EX gravel beds which are being used for spawning.
YV}Y(-ou}vPvCEoo(;} HE- SA

A

ith spawning happening late winter.

reburlgd

inthe gravel, with fry emerging in May.

"V % J tZ]S o A EC.-Zz E 3§z h<n[dJ
(E «ZAS§E & C.eZ v &2 Z]ACEt(ggg-s
best site known in Wales for them. They can grow to

}us il u o}vP v A]sZ E}Av 1} C v A % ]E-
of legs they look a bit like lobsters. In order for their

Eles v v}s §} Z Eu C vivrv YA % ]« }E
fungal plague it’s important to ensure all equipment
is cleaned and dried thoroughly before you use it in

]+ & v3 E]JA E-+X
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Respect

If you need to drive, team

up with others to reduce

pollution and congestion
on roads.

Respect

Give other users space,
avoid lingering and
causing a disturbance.
Pass others on the right
hand side.

&

Avoid dragging or sliding
craft on the bankside.

Protect

Code

Respect - Protect - Enjoy

Park respectfully, do
not cause obstructions
or damage the local
area. Leave space for
emergency vehicles.

Be friendly, be welcoming

and respectful of those

you meet along the way.

Be nice, say hello and
share the space!

@

Always check, clean,
& dry your kit after

4

8V] XS ASEX ]SYV G \eBchxipl Shis is key to

launching and landing.

[Enjoy|

@ o

A/

Ensure you are equipped

for the trip and that it is

within the capabilities of
you and your group.

helping stop the spread
of invasive, non-native
species.

@
N—

Be aware of potential
hazards such as weirs,
overhanging trees and

tidal waters. Look out for

warning signs.

Respect

Respect

Protect

=)

v
Keep group sizes small

and discreet where
possible.

9

-

\

Be kind to nature and
wildlife. Be aware of
breeding and nesting
seasons. Minimise noise
and keep a distance.

Be prepared! Always wear
a buoyancy aid and carry
a means of contacting the
emergency services on
your person.

Look out for bacteria,
viruses or toxic algae.
Don't enter water
that looks or smells
bad. Report to the
Environment Agency.

Respect

(a|m]n)

0
<

N

Unpack equipment and
change in a discreet and
considerate way.

Protect

A

Avoid gravel beds
in rivers. Disturbing

Respect
Respect

55?., E9
\/
Avoid climbing over and

damaging fences and
walls.

Protect
Protect

VN2
-

Banks can be sensitive
to erosion or home to

WTE[RMRK KVSYRHWuh&abldspecies. Try to
avoid them by sticking to
established paths.

and other species can be
considered a criminal act.

Check you have the
appropriate leash for the
environment if paddling

SUP. Or your craft/

equipment before each
trip.

Leave no trace, take only
photographs and leave
only ripples.

Enjoy

Plan your adventure!
The weather can change
rapidly due to rain, wind
or tide. Check river levels
ERH EZSMH SAWLSVI [MRH\

Having the correct
waterways licence helps
to preserve our precious

rivers and canals
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Paddle Safety

- oA Ce A E H}IC VC ] }JE % E+}v o G} § Y}v A]
« Ensure you wear the correct leash when stand up paddleboarding
« , A 8Z E]PZ5 «<pul%u vs "~ 0}3Z]vP (}J&E 3Z }v ]Y}ve
© Wo VvV C}UE SE]% A]SZ]v CIHE % ]Jo]Y -
© Z IA SZE®UY :UASEo0oAo. v ZI1E-X §38Z
} 8 A}] % o]JvP ]J( §Z & ] v }+<Z}E A]v
. EEC u ve }( Yuupv] YIv }uS CIUE % E-e}v
« Paddle together and inform others of your plans
* In an emergency call 999. if you are at the coast ask for the .
} SPU E X /(Clp & ]Jvov < (}& 52z .E E « p « EA] X

SUP Leashes

t ®]vP o0 <Z ] Z]PZoGC & }uu v
AZ @ C}U[E % o]vP v 3Z
5} A E o <Z]v

Pv I¥ive Gl (

Coiled or straight?
0O °Z o \
MEOC }E «SE |PZSI

}]o |
types of leash is important
depending on the
environment you paddle.

Quick release belt system

&}E pe }v vC ulAlv
water where there is a risk of
v P| VSE %u v$§

COILED

Calf/Ankle leash

&}E pe }jv ol el vo
} 8 0 CelepE( AZ ¢
NO risk of snag or entrapment

COILED- v E 0o "hW
STRAIGHTSurf

SPBRITISH

¥ CANOEING
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(J& -« ( SCX

]+ & v3 %}e]Y}v (}E « ( CSCGAn

SPBRITISH
(£ CANOEING

Delivery Partner

We'd recommend
developing your paddling
skills and knowledgery
© v JvP ILME
E]Y+zZ v} ]vP
W ESv E }E
v} JvP 80] §

Quality Assurediook out

(JE &E]Y+zZ v} ]v
W ESv E- SZ ¢ (
recognised for high quality.

Safe and value experience$

A5z
o0]A EC
E]Y-Z
pu X

o]A &
v Y}v o

L o

#RESPECT THE WATER



Glasbury to
Byecross

Start above Glasbury Bridge, in an area surrounded by spectacular hills and mountains.
Pass through Hay-on-Wye, renowned for its bookshops and literary festival, taking in small
rapids and calm waters as you go. Continue to Whitney-on-Wye with its 18th century toll
bridge, built under Prime Minister Pitt the Younger.

NOTE: 00 % 0 Ee A]eZ]vP 8} 0 pv Z (E}u 'o « HEC }vs «Z}puo ul 8Z ue oA« A E }( vC e+ -«
§Z §uC v %0 §} % E}S § o ve]YA % wyeuskfourildtion.erg/Y}v }( E]A E r

PLEASE NOTE:
Distance: 23 miles Launching from Glasbury Bont Common has currently
Time: Or 6 Z}uE- Vo oepe%o Vv C W}ACe- }uvsGC }upv Jo

) . 15 3 Z Ppuo Y}ve e ecoyy v3 Z o vV }u %ot
Start: Glasbury Bridge, GlasbuiyR3 5NP EAPu o]ve(JEopv Z]vP & §Z] o} ¥

Finish: C El}ee & Eu  U%-°]S U WRRAIfvrivegG U o33vx wo « - vl to el E]Y-z

OSMap: AE%o0}E E Tii <v]PZS}v v WE|*S ]Pv website for latest update.
o > pv Z (E}u h%% E 'o *rCr }vs }luu}lv ~ Z
P §]veU ipe3 }A 'o e« pnEC E] P v SuEv o LX

e KA & §Z .E+3 u]lo+3Z & & uVvC *u 00
rapids, some of which are shallow, so please
Y I 8§} 82 %% E A S E AZ E %}ee] 0 X

e L E }us dXA ulo *U ipss JA , CrivrtC U }u
across The Warren as you round a right hand bend
in the river. This is a natural small weir which you
normally pass through on the right. In low water it
v 13 €} IC v AYESZ v Jve% Y}v (E
«Z}}YVPX , Cr}vrtC ]« E Z L E i uJo X

o This picturesque border town started life as
} Z]vP E}us X dZz A}Eo (u}pe, C

>]§ E EC & *YA 0 51| %0 vVVvie ooGU
©E YvP A]e]8}E+ (E}u o0 }A & §Z A}Eo X
Well worth a visit, the town can be accessed
C oV ]VP }v 8Z % UE%}e r nlos *0]%A C }v
§Z E]PZ3% Z v vl }us fiilu o}A , C
Bridge. Immediately below the landing place,
beware of iron stakes in the river bed on the
E]PZ3U AZ E pupo o E}}I i}]ve 8Z

§ 6 ulJo « Clpu[oo ¢ SZ @& u Jve }(
Castle on the right. Formerly an important

}E & <50 X } v}$ o pv Zlov }
Juulv e ]8[¢ ¢ ve]YA AJo o]( *]3

Rhydspence, at 9 miles, is the border between
Wales and England. The old inn on the main
E} ]eS$Z Z.Ee*S Z}pe [ ]v vPo v X

v¥vp v (JE (A u}E ulo U EE]A]JVP
at Whitney Toll Bridge at 10 miles. The toll

E] P A+ plos]lvicsd v ]« v }( 8z
(A %E]A S E]Peo0olL]vs§Z }uvSECX
E}A §Z } 8 /vv }u e Jv8} «]PZ8 L & §7

toll bridge. Please speak to the owners before
landing and launching from the Boat Inn.

© ©0 06 o
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Glasbury to Byecross
Continued...

a , JvP }YAveSE u (E}u tZ]sv Cr
IvrtC 82 E]JA Eu v Ee §ZE}u
the countryside set against the Welsh
mountains. There are some shallows which
may not be deep enough to paddle.

@ i ulo e L & tZ]Sv CU % ++ }v §Z o L }(
Turners Boat Island. Beyond this there are
a series of small rapids that take you the 4
miles down to the village of Bredwardine,
with its impressive 6 arch bridge.

@ Pass The Scar at Brobury, a high sandstone
o]+ }v §Z o LX >}}I }us (J@& « A E o o EP
boulders in the river bed here. A short
paddle further brings you past Moccas
Court on the right bank. This Georgian
uvel}v A e plod Jv i66i v 18 PE}uv
were landscaped by Capability Brown.

@ 3.5 miles later you reach Byecross. Access
is at Byecross Farm Campsite, which has
P}} ( Jo]Y ¢X 7§ %oe v E u% o
from the water on the right hand bank
at the entrance to the campsite.

8 British Canoeing Wye Paddle Guide



Byecross
to Hereford

From the countryside to the city, this trail includes rapids from the start,
peaceful stretches and National Trust gardens as the river sweeps down into
the historic city of Hereford.

Distance: 12 miles ‘ /
Time: iro ZlpEe- ( \

Start: C E}ee & EUu U%°]S U WRRANI}vIrivrtC U
Finish:  Steps underneath the A49 Greyfriars Bridge,

, E (}ERANRE
OS Map: A %o0}E & 1ii <v]PZS8}v v W& «§ |]Pv "~ i66

, E (JE Vv Z}eer}vrtC

Wp«vP Jv (E}u C El}ee u%-°]S U SpEv E]JPZS v

immediately come to the Grade 2 rapids of Monnington

& 00X dZ]e ] @& %] 3Z 8§ E <u]E + Jve% VYIv v &

v A]JP Y}vX dZ & %] Epve 0}vPe] v]eov o} § L
3 % 61 PE oL Zv v Jv §Z E]A EX § 0}A v

u Juu A S & o A oe 8Z E %] v *Z}8 8} 8Z o L }( 8Z

Jeov X /Ive%o YIv (JE } SEpN Y}ve v E}us .v JvP v

pv &Sl v C o v ]JvP }v §Z Z}lvs8Z oL Zv vl

and walking down to the rapid via the river. In low water you

can stop on the right bank and walk across to the island to

Jve% § §8Z oL Z vv oX Wo}$S CluE E}usS SZE}uPz
v AS§Z us (JE 8Z }]osU % EY po EoC }Av §Z

channel in low water.

e There are occasional small rapids at points on the
AC3}, E (JE ps viSZ]vP u}E 8Z s v |
Jve%o YIvX dZ E]A & J* <pu] § vV %o (Ho X
§ C(}J& SZ & ] ov]vP }vs§Z oL MVIUTiiu
0}A 8Z %opu%]VvP & Y}IvU Jv (E}IVE }( o | v
AZ]s }O P X dZ]e & ]+ 38Z ]38 }( v}
there is access from the road down a narrow lane, with
v} % Eulee]}v & <u]E X ,}JA A EU §Z E
here and the landing can become overgrown.

]e v} %o C

e dZ & & A C +Z 00}Ae v}A uvYo Clpu %o ** §Z
of Bridge Sollers at just over 3 miles, with its 12th Century,

'E T 0]<8 ZUE ZX L E % *¢]vP Vv}SZ E <u 00

viv E] P U }v C}uE E]PZ8 & .A ulo U E}uv

E]JAE v ¢« $Z E Y}v o dEpu+s }Av dzZ t]E"

o At 10 miles Belmont Golf Course is on your right. Not long
L ESZ]s C}p PJv 8} vS €& SZ }usS-llJES: }1(, E
, E (JE ZYA]vP op ]e}v 8Z oL 3 od}es il ulo X
get out is a purpose built canoe launch point, on the right,
pv €& '€ C(E] E- E} E]P X, E (JH PEA E}u
ancient river crossing, explaining its name, which means

‘ford of the army’.
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Hereford to
Hoarwithy

Leaving the city of Hereford behind, enter the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. A quiet section of meandering river,
beautiful countryside, steep wooded valleys and rich in wildlife.

Distance: 16 miles
Time: dr o Z}uE-
Start: NS %o pv Ev SZ §Z 08060 'CE C(EHREPREE] P U , E (}E& U
Finish:  d@E e+ | & EUu  u%*]3HR26QEARS ZELY « Z } JvP

land (see info at end of trail)
OS Map: AE%O0}E €& i66 , & (JE v Z}eer}vrtC

a Launch from the steps under the A49 Greyfriars Bridge and turn right.

e § @&S}veZ uU ou}eS T ulJoe L E -+ «vP }+U Z §} §Z
E]PZS o0}A 3Z E ]JoAC E] P 8} v P}Y 3 eu 00 E %] X

The river is quiet and meandering. A diversion can be taken

L E 6 uloe3} FE%O}E 32 Z]A & >pPP AZ & 15 i} @
tC X /( Gy A %O0}E SZ >PPPU p%*SE u L E Aii u
Clu Aloo .v 8Z Aloo P }( D}E J(}E v 8Z D}}v /vy

o Z Z]JvP %0 E ,]Joo C}u[oo e 3 % A}} *0} %o
bank. This leads to the double ramparts of Capler Camp, an Iron Age
hill fort.

A49

74
7
SN

e Towards the end of the trail (14 miles), encounter Carey Island
rapids. A simple grade 1 rapid, normally recommended to be taken
on the right.

e &]v]*Z C}uE i}uEv C iiiu §E « o}A ,} EAl8ZC E] P }
right hand bank. At low water there is a beach and steps leading
up a steep bank to Tresseck Farm Campsite. You could also use the
E]Y+zZ v} ]vP }Av djoo W }I §,} EA]§8ZCX dZ
and maintained by dedicated volunteers. Wild camping is allowed
here, strictly by prior arrangement. Paddlers wishing to make use of
the land must contacttzD'> E]Y+Z v} ]vPiXadzmcey |
0 08 Ev YA oCUovVv }v&Z oL vIU }us ««u E
of a mile downstream of the bridge, with prior
permission from Lower Ruxton Farm.
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Hoarwithy to
Ross-on-Wye

The remoteness of this trail has enabled wildlife to flourish. Its
meanders are punctuated by small rapids leading from the picturesque
village of Hoarwithy to the historic town of Ross-on-Wye.

Distance: 11.5 miles
Time: Tr AXA Z}pE-
Start: dE *¢ | & EUu U%*]SHR2BQEFABSTOO W } IU E]YeZ v} ]vP o v
Finish:  Wp 0] 0 HV Z % }]vS HROYABT}vEt&oU}v §Z o L Z v ViU iiiu

0}A 3Z }% Vv VvV Z}E %oy e
OSMap: E%O0}E & i66 , E (JE v Z}eer}vrtC

0 > v Z (E}u dE ++ | & U U%-]% Idjoo W } | v SuEv E]PZ5X

L E TXA ulo * % ** pv E » 00 | epe% vellv (}}S E] P X 7ii u SE -
downstream of the bridge lies Sellack Common on the right hand

viU AZ] Z }+ B+ %0
to stop.

e The river meanders quietly through the countryside, passing the odd
(Eu v +uo00 Aloo P X L E }u%o }( ulo e+ Clu Aloo %o **]VP
through the Inglestone Estate. The salmon pools here are indicated

cC E v PE v Jee . /E 3} 8Z SE X Wo » } e« EA §
paddle on the green side of the river.

dZz E & -<}u Uu]JviE E %]+ E&}uv S$Z Z uo S}
*Ju 6 ujJoe L ESZ 5 ESX

At around 9.2 miles you will pass by the remains of Backney Railway
Bridge, which once carried the Great Western Railway over the Wye.
Just before this, at Backney Common, there is a popular picnic site.

0 S iped YA E {iXfA ulo » C}u E Z Z}eer}vrtC X dZ @
0O UV Z %o}]vE TiT u 8E ¢ }JAVeSE u }( 8Z ,}% Vv
§Z oL Zv viX z}pu v P S§}Ius ZE& $Z vU
200 metres away by road, there is a car park
with toilets.
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Ross-on-Wye i,
to Symonds Yat —

One of the most popular sections of the River Wye, including a number of small
rapids. Taking in the Forest of Dean and passing under the dramatic Yat rock
DGHQTG '"PKUJKPI CV VIJG RKEVWTGUSWG 5[0OQPFU ;CV

Distance: 14 miles

Time: OXAr 6 ZIpE-

Start: Wp o] o pv Z %}]vS HRRB}ABTSTt%Ulv SZ o L Z|v vIiU

Finish: f1iu - 0}A 8Z }% Vv VvV Z}E %o |
ACulv e z 3 te3r Z]A E tC E Av v U%]JvPU ,Z86 0 }@E fii
USE e+ }AVeSE uV "Cu}lv e+ z 3§ 35 r tCHROGIL v} v§E U

OSMap:  E%o0}E E K> id tC s 00 C v &}E 3 }( %

0>uva§uCEvoLX L & diilusSE « E Z tloS}v E] PV SI sz vSE
E ZU $Z v | % ) 327 E]PZS }( 8Z J+0 v iusd JAVeSE uX L & §Z GE] P C}lu
Aloo v }uvd & =« E] * }( & %] ¢ A]§Z «}u A A« §Z § Aloo Z}o ClpE © vY}vX

e L E A ujJo e o}} }us (JE& '}} ®] Z <80 U Z]PZ }v §Z E&]PZS Z v viX i u]o
08 E %% E} Z< Ev E]P r }v[So0opuv Zlov Z & X /uu 0}A 57
bridge fast water and strong currents can push you into trees. At low water
levels there’s a gravel bank below the bridge, from which you can inspect.
6iilu o0}A §Z E&]P U} SZ oLU]e ovVv]vP
site and car park.

e Two miles further, on a sharp right hand bend, is Lydbrook rapid.
Rounding the bend you will see an island on the right; keep to the
oL} 8Z Jeov X >}A & >C E}} Aloo P

~ v E S 5 % (}E eee Jo }v §Z o L4

LE v}SZ & Zo( ulJo E ZtoeZ
youth hostel, on the right bank. Please pass quietly
SZEIUPZ $Z]e Ju%ke}ES vS .«Z]VP *SE

The river makes its way around Yat Rock and down to
Symonds Yat; a popular and busy area. There is a charg
landing and launching here. Make sure you know where yo.
V]eZ %}]vS ]V "Cu}lv e z8 Z e v 5 v
opposite banks.

0 Symonds Yat West has launching and landing from the
steps on the right hand bank, about 1km upstream
of the rapids. There is a car park and a small
passenger carrying pleasure boat is also based
here. Landing at Ye Olde Ferrie Inn on right
vlir % Eulee]}v E «p]E X

At Symonds Yat East there’s a cable ferry for
crossing the river. Landing and launching frorfi@
§Z 8 %o }v §SZ oL vl § 8z
Canoe Centre.

/luu ] $0C L E "GQu}v ez$§ 5357«
rapid, which can be inspected from the cycle path on the
oL VvIX>EP AA-«]v3iZ o0}A E %
possible. If you overshoot your get out, the rapid will take
you a long way downstream!
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Symonds Yat
to Redbrook

A classic trail on the Wye; a trail that has everything. Beginning at picturesque
Symonds Yat, start with a 150 metre grade 2 rapid before entering the dramatic gorge
of the Seven Sisters Rocks. Take in the bustling historic town of Monmouth before
'"PKUJKPI CV VJG YGNEQOKPI XKNNCIG QH 4GFDTQQM

Distance: 8.5 miles

‘ [ ]
Time: IXAro Z}pE- :* .7
Statt  ACu}v e z & te5r Z]JA EtC & AR® ¥  u%]vPU N
6DAor 500 meters further downstream; Symonds Yat East
r t¢ v v} \HREGIL
Finish:  Redbrook Main Car Park, Redbrook Roe25 4LP

OS Map: A %O0}E E id0 tC s 00 C v &}E <5 )I( v

o NZY}ESOC L E SZ S ES & "CQulv ez 3 E %] oV ifii
T E %] Uu}]. 8} vZv ]88« E & Y}voAopu C3Z
1Y}v }( }uo @& PE}ICvV e 0}vP ]38 0 VPEZX /ve%o 3§ 3

(E}u SZ % S$Z $Z § Euve o0o}vP $Z oL Z v viX t§ Z

% EY po EoC (}E «8v ]JvP A A« §3Z 0lAE v }( 8z
/(8 EYVP (E}u "Cu}v » z & 5 ]8[+ 538} }sz]e (JE

Clp 8§ }+U 0S8SZ}uPZ 18[* %o}ee] 0 8} ov }vs§Z oL (}&E

§Z & %] X W e 8Z Z}C 0o >} P ,}S0}vs8Z oL v vs E

§Z &E %] X /8 <Z}uo *Z}8 ]v §Z u]v G}A 8Z 8§ 8| »
Clu 8} 8Z oL Zv <] }(8Z ]Jeov X A} &z

Juo & A ooe}vEZ oL vl v VvC «$E C

that have broken away in the current.

e 1.5 miles further on there is a small rapid by Biblins
U% ]88 X "Z}ES0oC L & §Z]* C}u Aloo
limestone crags above the treeline. These are the Seven
Ne§ Ee Z} IeX tZ v C}lp }Yu 8}, v}l /.o
§Z oL Z vv oX

e , Vil /eov u Eles§Z v }(8$Z P}EP v
}( 8Z @Epv Jvs8} D}vu}lusSzX Kv §Z]e « Y}v
E}A E- SE ]Jv]vP }v 8Z E]A EX dZ v A
that you stay on the right hand side. ‘

o dZ E]A @ Epuve o}vPe] 8Z u ]v E}
town to the right. Monmouth derives its name from the
Monnow river, which is bridged by a unique 14th centu
(JEY. P & Z}pe X dZ & ] P § }us

public steps not Rowing Club ones); right hand bank.
Monmouth town centre is a short walk from here.

e As you leave Monmouth there is a small rapid as you
vAIPS }Av3Z oL Zv ] }( vi]eov
A C }Av 8} CIuE .v]*Z §Z E}}IX
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7 ) Redbrook
to Chepstow

The rivers Severn and Wye have the second largest tidal range (height) in the world at
15 metres (48 feet). This can cause the river to flow at up to 10mph. The river becomes
tidal 2.5 miles below Redbrook at Bigsweir Bridge, but it is 4 miles later at Brockweir
where the full tidal impact is felt and the river's characteristics change.

14

15 miles

O roXn Z}uE-

Redbrook Main Car Park, Redbrook
RoadNP25 4LP

Pontoons beside The Boat Inn,
ChepstowNP16 5HH

Explorer 14 Wye Valley and Forest
v

d] o+« YIvt (JE E% E] v
equipped paddlers only.

v /A oo

Put in from Redbrook Main Carpark

Vv SUEV 0 LU §}A E » Z %*3}AX

JPA]JE E] P ]+ EE]A § L E
around 3.5 miles, with rapids 800m
downstream of the bridge.

L E>o0v}PIU Aloo P A]8Z *Z}%oe
%pu U Clu Aloo .v E %] » (E}u Z E 3
and the banks become muddy from here on.

At Brockweir, approximately 8 miles above
Chepstow, the river changes character with
18+ vle v E]A E }v ]Y}ve § Eu]v
Cs$8Z Y U vVv}s EJA E G}A:X dzZ E ]
& *S}E S}v ov]vP }vs§Z oL vlIU
upstream of the bridge, although this can be
AIAE v up C 3 0}A Y X
the river are the remains of old quays where
supplies from sailing barges were loaded
and unloaded in the past. There is currently
viov]vP §d]vs EGv }E L E Z %-°8}
dangerous weirs are exposed at low water.

O}vPe]

Wo & §Z Jv(}&u Y}v 8§ &z
end of the trail if you would like to

}v¥vp ClHE iJpEvV C (E}lu Z E X

At Tintern you will spot the ruins of a 12th

century Cistercian abbey on the right. This is

VIA % }% po E S}uE]*s ©E Y}vX dz
considerable.

dzZ Z]PZU S % <]oSlup vie }u ]v
AlSZ (*8 PEE v3e ul e o0V ]VvP ]8 uc
and limited. The get out point at Chepstow

I* }Jv. G} YVP %}v3}lv & Z %e3}A 1} :
op U }v 8§82 EIPZS vl L E Clu %o -
the ornate cast iron Chepstow Bridge.
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I( Gy } 8Z]e = Y}v Clp «Z}po %o v 8} } ]S

straight through from Brockweir to Chepstow
without a bank stop. The following sets out
how you should plan the trip from Brockweir
to Chepstow

Plan on the 8 mile journey taking about

iIXA r 1 Z}YuEe AlSZIus vGC vl 3} %X

e There is only one get out point in Chepstow,
on the Chepstow Boat Club pontoon.
Z1PZS viU L & C}u % ¢ pv & SZ
ornate cast iron Chepstow Bridge.

he (uo v A]JP Y}v Jv(}EuU Y}iv v
found on the Chepstow boat club web

site: www.chepstowboatclub.co.uk/

§Z r op IU}}E]JVPer v r( ]o]Y -

Ju 8} « 3 }+ }v Z}uE (JE zZ]PZ Y
Chepstow. It's a good idea to inform

DJo(J& , Av } «sPp E }( CHHE
journey on 01646 690909. And also

JV(}EuU 3Z u }v Clu[E }+ 8z A § EX

If you arrive late at Brockweir, less than one

Yu e v (Yuv AAEXW Yu <X
IXull Z % 8YArY rYu -

Check the weather forecast, strong
headwinds may slow you down and cause
dangerous waves to build up.

DO NOT PROCEED PAST CHEP®EOW
Severn estuary awaits! You don’t want to
spoil your day by coming back in a life boat
or helicopter minus your boat and kit.

©

dZ % }v3}}v G} 8« (JE u AElupu }( A}
ZYuE- 18Z € ] M zZ]PZ Y Z %o*8}AX

ZYJWE (JE ZIPZ ¥ Glu +Z}uo }ve]
U lJVP }8Z & %0 VeX Z %e<3}A Z]PZ ¥
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Become

a Member

] Clu Iv}A CIu[E & <«<pu]JE 3} Zz A A s EA G+ 0] v
AS EACe]v VPoVv Vv to M
dZ Z]JA @ tC } +v[8 & <u]E CIp &} Z A o] v &} %
% 0 & Ppo EoC C}lup *Z}lpo }ve] luJvP  uu & }(

Licences are easy to get and the fee from them contributes towards the work that
A S EA Ce pnsz}E]Y « EEC }us 8} %E}S § v

British Canoeing
Membership

Membership for all paddling interests and crafts (kayaks, SUPSs,
ECPQGU KPHNCVCDNGU

Waterways licence - most comprehensive licence available, including 4500km

of waterways managed by Canal and River Trust, Environment Agency, Broads

Authority and many more.

r =iiuiiiuviii ]Jo]lsC }A & ]v oy
PE S %E] X
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]J* Yuvse r &£ opc]A %o

Become part of our community today and support campaigns and projects to
improve access and the environment.

£45 - discounts available for children, families and couples.

gopaddling.info/bcmembership

Getting Started?
Learn to stay safe Develop your skills
Find local clubs and centres

Al

Find places to paddle

> @EV S$}% Y% V

Discover more:gopaddling.info

Environment
W Agency

GO

A Paddling!
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