Preliminary Outbreak Assessment #2

Sheep and goat pox in Europe

6 June 2023

Disease report

According to media reports in Cyprus on 31 May 2023, there were outbreaks of
sheep and goat pox in the country (Cyprus Mail, 2023a). It was reported that 6 cases
were detected at 2 livestock units in Famagusta in the east of the country, and
subsequent cases were detected in livestock units in Engomi and Acheritou. The
total number of cases was reported to be 35 animals, although that number was
expected to rise.
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Figure 1: Map showing Sheep and goat pox outbreaks reported on WOAH since September
2022, including the outbreak in northern Cyprus in May 2023 that is yet to be reported.

According to the report, a movement ban has been implemented and the affected
areas have been quarantined. In addition, control measures are reported to include
on-site livestock inspections, disinfection of vehicles and vaccination has begun of
animals in the north of the country (Cyprus Mail, 2023b).



Situation assessment

This is the second report of SGP in a European Union Member State since the
introduction of SGP into Spain in September 2022. SGP is a viral disease that
generally only affects sheep and goats. Usually, the disease is transmitted by direct
contact between animals in pens, in groups, or in gatherings for example at pasture,
in markets. It can also be transmitted through inhalation of aerosols of saliva, nasal,
respiratory and conjunctival secretions. Transmission by indirect contact with
contaminated environments and fomites, including wool and hair is possible, but less
frequent than direct transmission (Sprygin et al. 2019). Indirect transmission through
contaminated vehicles, bedding, fodder or animal products (such as wool) is also
possible. Virus is also abundant in skin lesions and scabs and is viable for months in
the environment (Kitching 2004; Bowden et al. 2008). SGPV can also be transmitted
mechanically by biting insects such as stable flies (Bhanuprakash et al. 2006).

Currently, media reports of sheep pox outbreaks in Cyprus are limited to the north of
the country. It is unclear where these outbreaks are, or the number, as they have yet
to be reported to the World Organisation of Animal Health (WOAH). Vaccination of
animals in northern regions using 20,000 vaccine doses supplied by Turkiye has
reportedly begun, with vaccines ready to be deployed by the European Commission
prepared to supply more if needed (Cyprus Mail, 2023b). Plans in the event that
disease spreads to the south are prepared.

Since our last update detailing the first outbreak of SGP in Spain, there have been a
further 29 outbreaks across 4 regions (Table 1). In September 2022, the first
outbreaks were reported in Granada in Andalucia in the south of the country and in
Cuenca in Castilla — La Mancha in central Spain. Between September and
November 2022, there were 12 outbreaks on premises in Grenada along with spread
to one premises in the neighbouring region of Almeria. All outbreaks were on
breeding holdings for production of meat, and over 3,000 sheep and 167 goats were
affected (PAFF 2022a). All Restriction Zones and Further Restriction Zones in
Andalucia were lifted by 16 January 2023 although passive surveillance continued
(PAFF, 2023a). In Central Spain, outbreaks have continued to be reported on a
near-monthly frequency. In Cuenca there have been a total of 13 outbreaks and
further spread to four premises in neighbouring Cuidad Real since February 2023.
These were on meat production premises, fattening premises and at assembly
centres with over 48,000 sheep and over 550 goats affected. The most recent
outbreak in Cuenca occurred more than a month since the last outbreak in Cuidad
Real and more than 4 months since the last outbreak in Cuenca, and lesions were
thought to be over a month old. Unauthorised movements from this premises are
suspected and an investigation is ongoing (PAFF 2023b). Further Restricted Zones
(FRZs) remain in place for the entire Castilla — La Mancha territory except for the
province of Guadalajara and will remain in place until 13 July (PAFF 2023b).

Only movements to slaughterhouses within zones and from FRZ to free zones are
permitted, following clinical inspection and cleaning and disinfectant and sealing of
trucks. Active surveillance in farms with epidemiological links to outbreaks,
awareness campaigns, policing of animal movements by road and enhanced post-
mortem inspection in slaughterhouses are ongoing.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sheep-and-goat-pox-in-southern-spain

Table 1: Sheep and goat pox outbreaks in Spain showing the number of WOAH reports in
each month from September 2022 to May 2023 and the outbreak locations.

Sep | Oct Nov |Jan Feb |Mar |Apr |May | Total
2022 | 2022 | 2022 | 2023 | 2023 | 2023 | 2023 | 2023
Andalucia
Almeria 1 1
Granada 2 7 3 12
Castilla -
La
Mancha
Ciudad 1 2 1 4
Real
Cuenca 2 6 2 2 13
Total 4 13 6 2 1 2 1 1 30

According to available ADIS summaries, there have been over 100 outbreaks of
SPGP in Turkiye to date in 2023 (ADIS, 2023).

SPGP could be introduced to Great Britain through live animals, sheep skins and
hides, and through sheep dairy products and wool contaminated with infected skin
cells. However, the tanning process in skins and pasteurisation in dairy products will
inactivate the virus.

Great Britain has not received any imports of live sheep and goats from Spain or
Cyprus since our last assessment in September 2022. According to IPAFFs there
have been 1,154 consignments of ovine cheese from Spain since September 2022,
26 of which were unpasteurised. There have been 231 consignments of ovine
cheese from Cyprus since March 2023, but none of these were unpasteurised. There
have been no imports of skins or hides from either country according to HMRC data,
while there have been over 545 tonnes of wool imported from Spain. The export of
untreated wool to Great Britain is currently prohibited.

Conclusions

Multiple outbreaks of sheep pox virus have been reported in northern Cyprus in May
2023.

While no live sheep or goats have been imported from Cyprus or Spain, importation

of wool occurs monthly from Spain. Based on the sporadic nature of the outbreaks in
Spain and the limited trade allowed in live animals, the risk of introduction of SGP to
the UK through all pathways is currently considered to be LOW.
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