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UK nuclear waste operator Nuclear Waste 

Services has recently achieved CIWM 

Accreditation for its Waste Management Career 

Pathway.

Within this specialist sector, operator Nuclear Waste Services (NWS) is a key component of 

the UK’s nuclear waste management capabilities, handling the majority of waste that can be 

safely transported to treatment/conditioning facilities.

NWS was launched in January 2022 as part of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) 

group – the UK body in charge of nuclear clean-up and decommissioning – bringing together 

several sector bodies into one specialist organisation focused on the treatment and disposal 

of radioactive waste.

Recognising its role as part of the wider UK’s waste management community, NWS became a 

CIWM Affiliated Organisation last year and has recently gone through the process of 

achieving CIWM Accreditation for its Waste Management Career Pathway professional 

development framework (which came into effect in January).                                                                              

Four members of the NWS team are currently undergoing the journey to chartered 

membership, and the aim is to deepen this partnership with the CIWM further, according to 

Dr Craig Ashton, waste services director at NWS.
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March 2023 Waste Metrics Dashboard 
Period 12: 25th February to 31st March 2023 FY22/23 Sellafield Ltd Diversion YTD LLWR Site Diversion YTD NDA Site Summary Diversion YTD
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Bar graph with raw volume per diversion route per FY
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Year to date

Since Programme 

initiated

Since 

Programme 

initiated
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Total no. of equivalent HHISO containers saved by diversion

Year to date

Since 

Programme 

initiated

1,073 

containers 

saved

15,708 

containers 

saved

322,427 m³ 

saved

22,025 m³ 

saved

The volume diverted is equivalent to the volume 

of 9 Olympic swimming pools.

The volume diverted is equivalent to the volume 

of 129 Olympic swimming pools.

Year to date

UK total waste volume diverted since Programme initiation

Environmental benefit of UK diversion CO2 avoided

Year to date
20,130 te 

avoided
95% This is the equivalent of 4099 hot air balloons.

9,059 

transports
1.8M miles

The mileage done is the equivalent of travelling 

to the moon and back 3.8 times.

UK total diversion transports since Programme initiated

2,682 te diverted

37,395 te diverted

2,809 m³ diverted

33,148 m³ 

diverted

6,071 m³ diverted

91,647 m³ 

diverted

3,932 m³ diverted

36,292 m³ 

diverted

829 transports 165,800 miles
The mileage done is the equivalent of travelling 

more than 6.6 times the circumference of Earth. 

Since 

Programme 

initiated

303,145 te 

avoided
92% This is the equivalent of  61740 hot air balloons.

£ 67.3M

£ 872.8M

Additional Commentary

1 - DSRL DLLW and LLW disposals are consigned to their on-site D3100 vault and are therefore not factored into NDA totals / benefits.

2 - Onsite VLLW disposal includes waste disposed to Sellafield's CLESA facility, however, this material does not contribute to benefits 

calculations, with the exception of total volume diverted (i.e. HHISOs saved, environmental benefit, cost avoidance do not include CLESA). 

3 - Onsite VLLW disposal at DSRL was not destined for disposal at the Repository, and therefore does not contribute to the Total value.

No. of organisations with access to diversion routesUK total cost avoidance since Programme initiated

Year to date
The cost avoidance from this FY would be 

enough to pay 2126 nurses for 1 year.

Since 

Programme 

initiated

This would be enough to pay a salary for 27584 

nurses for 1 year.
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