
 
 

    
 

  
 
 

     
    

     
 

 
  

   
 

 
 

   
 

    
 

   
   
    
  

 
  

    
 

 
 

 

    
   

   
 

 
 

  
   

 

 
 

 
 

   

Consolidated European Reporting System 

Advice Note 
Distribution: Ports, Shipping Agents and Masters 

Reminder of the applicability of CERS Reporting Requirements 

No 1 of 2023 

This Advice Note serves as a reminder of the vessel reporting requirements detailed 
in Merchant Shipping Notice (MSN) 1899, which ensures compliance with UK Vessel 
Traffic Monitoring regulations as well as relevant security and waste legislation. 

Information should be entered into the Consolidated European Reporting System 
(CERS) and details on this process and the CERS Workbook can be obtained from 
the MCA’s Maritime Surveillance Team. 

Required information includes: 

Notification of arrival 

The owner, agent or master of a ship is required to notify the port authority of the 
following details via a CERS Workbook, at least 24 hours before the vessel’s arrival: 

• ship identification (name, IMO number, call sign, MMSI number); 
• estimated & actual time of arrival (ETA/ATA); 
• estimated & actual time of departure (ETD/ATD); 
• total number of persons onboard. 

The port authority must then submit this information to the MCA, via CERS. 
ATA/ATD is a Port State Control requirement and must be submitted by all vessels, 
regardless of size. 

Notification of waste information 

Reporting requirements for ship-generated waste are described in Marine Guidance 
Note (MGN) 563 and the information should be entered on the Waste tab of a CERS 
Workbook by the vessel and then passed to the port authority, who in turn submit it 
to CERS. This is a requirement for all vessels, regardless of size. 

Notification of security information 

Security information, as detailed in Regulation (EC) 725/2004, should be entered on 
the security tab of a CERS Workbook by the vessel and then passed to the Port 
Facility Security Officer (PFSO) and the port authority, who in turn submit it to CERS. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/858748/MSN_1899__M+F__Vessel_Traffic_Monitoring_Notification_and_Reporting_Requirements_for_Ships_and_Ports.1.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2110/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2110/contents/made
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:129:0006:0091:en:PDF
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2003/1809/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-cers-workbook
mailto:cers3@mcga.gov.uk
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/2601
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/608427/MGN_563_rev_1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/608427/MGN_563_rev_1.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:129:0006:0091:en:PDF


    
 

 
   

 
   

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

   
 

 

   
 
 
 

                                          
       
        

  

This requirement applies to all vessels of 500GT or more on international voyages 
only. 

Notification by ships carrying dangerous or polluting goods (“Hazmat”) 

All vessels, regardless of size, carrying dangerous or polluting goods must report this 
information in accordance with Regulation 10 of the Vessel Traffic Monitoring 
regulations. 

For vessels with small amounts of dangerous and polluting goods, this can be 
reported via the CERS Workbook. For those vessels with large amounts, this can be 
reported directly to CERS via EDIFACT messaging, to save entering the data onto 
the Workbook. Contact the Maritime Surveillance Team for further details. 

Port authorities are strongly encouraged to provide the required information and are 
reminded that failure to report may result in possible convictions and fines in 
accordance with the regulations. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and please do not hesitate to contact the 
Maritime Surveillance Team for any further information. 

May 2023 Maritime Surveillance Team 
UK Technical Services: Navigation 

To receive CERSANs by email please contact CERS3@mcga.gov.uk 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2110/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2110/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2110/regulation/17/made
mailto:cers3@mcga.gov.uk
mailto:CERS3@mcga.gov.uk



