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        Information Governance Team 

By Email Only         Homes England  
          Windsor House – 6th Floor 
          50 Victoria Street 
          London 
          SW1H 0TL 
 
 
 
 
Dear   
 
RE: Request for Information – RFI4216 
 
Thank you for your request for information which was processed in accordance with the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA). In our letter to you dated 23 February 2023, we had stated that we required additional time to 
respond your request as a qualified exemption applied to some of the information that fell within the scope of your 
request. However, we have determined that the exemption at section 43(2) of the FOIA to withhold information 
that is commercial information is no longer engaged. This means that the public interest in withholding the 
information requested does not outweigh the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 
You requested the following information:  
 
is there an inventory of the assets of Washington Development Corporation at the date of dissolution 30th. June 1988 
and, if there is, what happened to them?  
 
Could you please let me know who dealt with the affairs of WDC on its dissolution on 30th, June 1988. Was a 
"statement of affairs" prepared? Was a firm of winding-up specialists appointed? 
 
For clarity, this was a subsequent request following our response to RFI4101 and RFI4192. 
 
Response 
 
is there an inventory of the assets of Washington Development Corporation at the date of dissolution 30th. June 
1988 and, if there is, what happened to them? 
 
We can confirm that we do hold some of the information that falls within the scope of your request. Please find 
enclosed as Annex A, a copy of the inventory of assets of Washington Development Corporation at the date of 
dissolution and what happened to them.  However, we rely on Section 40 (2) of the FOIA to withhold some of the 
information from disclosure. 
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Section 40 – Personal information 
 
We have redacted information on the grounds that in constitutes third party personal data and therefore engages 
section 40(2) of the FOIA.  
 
To disclose personal data, such as names, contact details, addresses, email addresses and personal opinions could 
lead to the identification of third parties and would breach one or more of the data protection principles. 
 
Section 40 is an absolute exemption which means that we do not need to consider the public interest in disclosure. 
Once it is established that the information is personal data of a third party and release would breach one or more of 
the data protection principles, then the exemption is engaged. 
 
The full text in the legislation can be found on the following link: 
 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/40 
 
 
Could you please let me know who dealt with the affairs of WDC on its dissolution on 30th, June 1988. Was a 
"statement of affairs" prepared? Was a firm of winding-up specialists appointed? 
We can confirm that there was a statutory transfer, and no specialists were involved.  
 
 
Right to Appeal 
 
If you are not happy with the information that has been provided or the way in which your request has been 
handled, you may request an internal review. You can request an internal review by writing to Homes England via 
the details below, quoting the reference number at the top of this letter. 
 
Email: infogov@homesengland.gov.uk 
 
The Information Governance Team 
Homes England – 6th Floor 
Windsor House 
50 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0TL 
 
Your request for review must be made in writing, explain why you wish to appeal, and be received within 40 working 
days of the date of this response. Failure to meet this criteria may lead to your request being refused. 
 
Upon receipt, your request for review will be passed to an independent party not involved in your original request. 
We aim to issue a response within 20 working days. 
 
You may also complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) however, the Information Commissioner 
does usually expect the internal review procedure to be exhausted in the first instance. 
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The Information Commissioner's details can be found via the following link: 
 
https://ico.org.uk/ 
 
Please note that the contents of your request and this response are also subject to the Freedom of Information Act 
2000.  Homes England may be required to disclose your request and our response accordingly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
The Information Governance Team 
For Homes England 
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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1988 No. 413 

NEW TOWNS 

The Washington Development Corporation (Transfer of Property and Dissolution) Order 1988 

Made 

Coming Into fores 

2nd March 1988 

1st AprH 1988 

The Secretary of State for the Envlmnrnent, having consutted the Council of the cistricl In which the new town of Washington Is situated, and being satisfied that the purposes for 
which the Washington Development Corporation Is established under the New Towns Act 1981 (1) have been substantially achieved, In exercise of powers conferred on him by section 
41 of and paragraphs 2(1) and 3(4) of Schedule 1 Oto that Act and of all other powers enabling him In that behalf hereby makes the following Order-

1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Washington Development Corporation (Transfer of Property and Dissolution) Order 1988 and shall come Into force on 1st April 1988. 
(2) In this Order-"the Acf' means the New Towns Act 1981; "the Corporal Ion" means the Washington Development Corporation; "the transfer date" means 1st April 1988. 

2. It Is directed that on the transfer date-

(a) the property of the Corporation shall vest In the Commission for the New Towns; and 

(b) the Corporation shall cease to act except for the purposes of carrying out Its functions under sections 67(2), 68 and 70 of the Act (annual accounts of development 
corporation, audit and 19ports), and taking such other steps as are necessary to wind up Its affairs. 

3. For the purpose of ensuring the satisfactory discharge of the fooctlons remaining to the Corporation on and after the transfer date the Convnlsslon shaU provide the Corporation 

with all the necessary facHltles lncludng, In particular, access to any books, papers or documents which lmmedlately before the transfer date W8l9 the property of the Corporation. 

4. Any property racelved by the Corporation on or after the transfer date shall be transfened by the Corporation to the Commission. 

5. A period of ten years commencing on the transfer date Is hereby specified as the period for which, by virtue of paragraph 3(4) of Schedule 10 to the Act, section 11 of the Act 
(which relates to the acquisition of land for highways) and, so far as they have effect for the purposes of that section, the other provisions of the Act, shall continue to have effect In 
relation to the area of Washington New Town. 

6. It ls directed that the Corporation shall be dissolved on 30th June 1968. 

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State 

2nd Man::h 1988 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note Is not part of the Order) 

A.G. Watson 

An Under Secretary In the 
Department of the Envimnmenl 

This Order provides for the transfer of all the property of the Washington Development Corporation to the Commission for the N-Towns on 1st April 1968 (article 2(a)), the winding 
up of the affairs of the Corporation (articles 2(b), 3 and 4) and Its subsequent dissolution on 30th June 1988 (article 6). 

The Order also provides for section 11 of the New Towns Act 1981 (which enables the Secretary of State and highway authorities to acquire land for highways) and related provisions 
of that Act to continue to have effect In relation to the new town of Washington for a period of 10 years (article 5). 

(1) 1981 c. 64. 

(2) Section 67 was amended by the New Towns and Urban Development Corporations Act 1985 (c. 5). 

http://www.legislation.gov .uk/uksi/1988/413/made?view=plain 27/10/2011 
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