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No

 31.a Please explain your answer. 

Diageo is a supportive of a UK-wide Deposit Return Scheme, which promotes and protects recycling rates in the UK, especially of glass, and 

ensures the return of high-quality recycled glass back into the system for re-use. It should be the role of the DMO to continually track and 

understand if the rate of unredeemed deposits is increasing or decreasing as well as what is happening to recycling rates within the scheme’s 

jurisdiction.

 32. Which option to treatment of unredeemed deposits do you support? 

Option 1

 33. With option 2, do you foresee any unintended consequences of setting a minimum percentage of the net costs of the deposit return 

scheme that must be met through the producer fee? 

N/A

 34. If a floor is set do you consider that this should be set at: 

Other

 34.a Please provide any evidence to support your response. 

We support this decision being made through the DMO

 35. Do you agree that any excess funds should be reinvested in the scheme or spent on other environmental causes? 

Reinvested in the scheme

 36. Q. What should be the minimum deposit level set in legislation? 

Other

 36.a If other please specify 

We support this decision being made through the DMO

 37. Do you agree that there should be a maximum deposit level set in legislation? 

Yes

 37.a If yes, then what should be the maximum deposit level set in legislation? 

Other

 37.b If other please specify 

We support this decision being made through the DMO. A stable deposit level that is consistent across the UK will be vital for consumers and 

business alike.

 38. Recognising the potentially significant deposit costs consumers could pay on a multipack purchase, how best can we minimise the impact 
of the scheme on consumers buying multipacks? 

More details would be required on the design of a UK Deposit Return Scheme before we can fully understand the impact of the scheme on 

consumers buying products in multipack format. Minimising this would need to be decided and worked through by the DMO. Diageo is supportive 

of a UK-wide Deposit Return Scheme, which promotes and protects recycling rates in the UK, especially of glass, and ensures the return of high-
quality recycled glass back into the system for re-use. When considering how best to minimise the impact of the scheme on consumers, retailers 

and producers, any proposal relating to multipacks needs to ensure that the process of labelling, returning and recycling a product, if sold in 

multipack, remains simple for manufacturers to deliver operationally, efficient for retailers to take back and easy for consumers to understand 

when redeeming a deposit. The more complexity added into the Deposit Return Scheme, the more likely it is that deposits will go unredeemed and 

that recycling,as well as re-use rates are reduced.

 39. Do you agree with our approach to letting the Deposit Management Organisation decide on whether to adopt a fixed or variable deposit 
level, particularly with regards to drinks containers sold in multipack form? 

Yes

 39.a Please provide evidence to support your answer 
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[Editor's note: Additional answer to Q4 below] As the UK’s leading producer of beverage alcohol, we support the UK Government’s ambition to 

move towards a more circular economy, where resources are reused and recycled, and we welcome the opportunity to respond to this 

consultation on a Deposit Return Scheme for England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Diageo is one of Britain’s largest and most innovative 

companies, manufacturing and exporting goods from across the UK. Our iconic products such as Guinness, Pimm’s, Gordon’s Gin and Johnnie 

Walker are sold in more than 180 countries around the world and we employ around 5,000 people across 60 UK sites based in Scotland, Northern 

Ireland and across England. We are proud to be part of the spirits industry –one of the country’s most strategically important sectors – which 

contributes £5 billion to the UK economy every year. The spirits industry in the UK employs around 180,000 people directly and a further 110,000 

through the supply chain, with most of these jobs located in rural and economically disadvantaged areas. We firmly believe that business should 

act responsibly, on behalf of the communities in which it works and inNovember 2020 we launched our new 10-year sustainability action plan, 
‘Society 2030: Spirit of Progress’, which includes our commitment to reach net zero emissions in our direct operations globally by 2030. Our ten-year 
action plan also includes a commitment to ensure we are using 100% recycled content in plastic packaging and that 100% of Diageo’s packaging 

globally is widely recyclable. As part of this work, Diageo recently collaborated in a successful pilot project to pioneer the lowest carbon footprint 
glass bottles ever produced for a Scotch whisky brand. The collaboration with glass manufacturer Encirc and leading industry research and 

technology body Glass Futures, used waste-based biofuel-powered furnaces to reduce the carbon footprint of the bottle-making process by up to 

90%. This successful project is part of the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) Energy Innovation Programme. Given our 
significant manufacturing presence in Scotland, Diageo has positively engaged with the Scottish government on the design and implementation 

of their Deposit Return Scheme to date. It is crucial that any Deposit Return Scheme in England, Wales and Northern Ireland is aligned with the 

scheme in Scotland, to ensure a coherent and consistent system for consumers and businesses alike. The introduction of a Deposit Return Scheme 

in England, Wales and Northern Ireland will be a major change to how individuals and businesses recycle in the UK. We therefore encourage the 

UK Government to undertake a thorough and comprehensive approach when designing and implementing such a scheme, to ensure that is set 
up for success for the long run, promotes and protects high levels of recycling across the UK, is simple for consumers to understand and sustainable 

for businesses up and down the supply chain. Additionally, as we work towards achieving greater circularity, it is vital that any Deposit Return 

Scheme ensures that recycled materials find their way back into regional supply chains, enabling local re-use and a closed loop of materials. We 

look forward to engaging with the UK Government on this subject throughout the consultation process [Editor's note: Additional answer to Q9 

below] We are supportive of a system that makes it as easy as possible for consumers to recycle through a Deposit Return Scheme and therefore 

any deposit should be accepted regardless of whether a consumer still has the cap or not. [Editor's note: Additional answer to Q13 below] An ‘on-
the-go’ DRS in England, Northern Ireland and all-in in Scotland andWales would create even greater consumer confusion than having an all-in 

scheme UK-wide. These arguments are true irrespective of the additional impacts of Covid-19. [Editor's note; Additional answer to Q49 below] Too 

early to know. [Editor's note: Additional answer to Q55 below] While there will be certain requirements of labels under any Deposit Return Scheme 

to ensure against fraud and provide clarity for consumers, this should be decided and implemented by the DMO.
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