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41.a If so, how long or how frequently would such delays be likely to arise for?

 42.a Please explain your answer. 

No obligation should be placed on retailers selling in-scope containers to offer a takeback service. The requirement to do so would create 

significant complexity to the scheme and have the potential for increased environmental harms due to increased vehicle emissions.

 43. Do you agree with the proposed criteria for the calculation of the handling fee? 

No

 43.a Would you propose any additional criteria are included for the calculation of the handling fee? 

The handling fee should be subject to transparent negotiations between retailers and the DMO to reflect the actual costs of hosting a return point.

 44. Please tick which exemptions you agree should be included under the scheme: 

44.a Any further comments you wish to make

 45. Please can you provide any evidence on how many small and micro sized retail businesses we might likely expect to apply for an exemption 

to hosting a return point, on the grounds of either close proximity to another return point or on the compromise of safety considerations? 

No comment.

 46. Do you think obligations should be placed on retailers exempted from hosting a return point to display specific information informing 

consumers of their exemption? If yes, please tick what information retailers should be required to display: 

46.a Anything else? Please specify

 47. Do you agree with our rationale for not requiring retailers exempted on the basis of a breach of safety not to be required to signpost to 

another retailer? 

No

 47.a Please explain your answer. 

Signage is required regardless of the exemption.

 48. How long do you think exemptions should be granted for until a review date is required to ensure the exemption is still required? 

3 years

 49. Do you think the scheme could benefit from technological solutions being incorporated as a method of return, alongside reverse vending 

machines and manual return points? 

Yes

 50. How could a digital deposit return scheme solution be integrated into existing waste collection infrastructure? Please explain your answer. 

As long as the reverse logistics are supporting the scheme's KPIs (collection rate and recyclate quality) it should not matter who is collecting the 

waste.

 51. What are the potential fraud control measures a digital deposit return scheme could bring? Please explain your answer. 

It is for the DMP and producers to drive down fraudulent costs.

 52. Do you think a digital deposit return scheme could ensure the same level of material quality in the returns compared to a tradition return to 

retail model, given containers may not be returned via a reverse vending machine or manual return point where there is likely to be a greater 
scrutiny on quality of the container before being accepted? 

Yes

 52.a Please explain your answer. 

However, it depends on the segregation of the recycling (kerbside v DRS). 
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Not answered

 74.a If not, please expand your answer. 

Chapter 9: Implementation Timeline

 75. Do you have any comments on the delivery timeline for the deposit return scheme? Please pose any views on implementation steps missing 

from the above? 

The implementation of EPR should be aligned with DRS in 2024. We will be in a situation where products that are in scope of DRS in 2024 will require 

EPR labelling in 2023, which will add cost, complexity and impact the delivery timeline for DRS. If both were implemented at the same time in late 

2024, there would be no need to two changes of labelling.

 76. How long does the Deposit Management Organisation need from appointment to the scheme going live, taking into account the time 

required to set up the necessary infrastructure? 

Any other (please specify)

 76.a Any other (please specify) 

24 months.

 76.b Please provide evidence to support your answer. 

The scale of what the DMO will have to deliver is vastly greater than the 24 months it has taken to produce two consultation documents (in 2019 & 

2021).

 77. Depending on the final decision taken on the scope of the scheme in England and Northern Ireland – all-in or on-the-go – what, if any, 
impact does this have on the proposed implementation period? 

Differences between the nations on DRS framework will inevitably create longer implementation timescales, especially if different SKUs are required 

for the same product. 

Chapter 10: Summary of approach to Impact Assessment
 78. Do you agree with the analysis presented in our Impact Assessment? 

Not answered

 78.a Please briefly state the reasons for your response. Where available, please share evidence to support your view 

Email Subject

 File Upload 

Response Type 

Online / CSV

 Non-fitting

 Date Submitted 

44351.7544 
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