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	EXPLOSIVES AND IMPROVISED DEVICES EVIDENCE PROCEDURE




	STEP
	EVIDENCE PROCESS

	Protective Clothing

	Specialist advice is to be sought from the Police prior to seizing the evidence.

Should it be necessary for staff to seize evidence where it is deemed safe to do so, disposable nitrile gloves should be worn to protect against cross contamination.

	Initial Seizure
	Suspected explosive devices must never be touched, only in the case of immediate threat to life, should there be cause to touch and/or move.

Further policy and guidance are provided in PSI 2012-20 - Improvised Explosive Devices.

	Evidence Gathering
	The following information must be recorded and handed to Police: 

· Description of the device
· Whether it was moved
· The location and access to it
· Who found the device
· When it was found 
· Any other associated intelligence.

Staff are also to complete an Intelligence Report

	Health & Safety
	1. Do not turn on BWVC.
1. Do not touch or examine the item
1. Do not use a radio to transmit messages or turn on light switches.
1. Immediately initiate incident procedures/contingency plans
1. Alert staff and prisoners to evacuate the area
1. Consider clearance distances based on size of device; up to briefcase size 100m, small vehicle size 200m, large vehicle size 300m
1. Seal off the area
1. Take cover

	Adjudications/Police Referral
	A sanction is to be considered for every prisoner.
Where a prisoner is found in possession of explosives, either in property or on their person then the police are to be informed for criminal investigation in line with the Crime in Prison Referral Agreement. Staff are to refer to PSI 05/2018 Prisoner Discipline Procedures (Adjudications) when placing prisoners on report.
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