From: Kerry Fauikner [

Sent: 02 March 2023 23:01
To: Section 62A Applications <section62a@planninginspectorate.gov.uk>

Cc:
]

Subject: Objection to Solar Farm on Land East of Pelham substation, Maggots End Manuden -
Application number: S62A/2022/0011

| am writing to object to the application to construct a solar farm comprising ground mounted solar
arrays together with (among other things) battery storage, inverter cabins, a substation, fencing and
CCTV cameras on land near Pelham Substation Maggots End Road Manuden CM23 1BJ

My name is Kerry Faulkner, and ! live at [

The reasons for my objection are as follows:

There is no benefit to the local community

« There is no benefit of this development to the local community
« Local residents will not get cheaper solar energy

« There will be a loss of rural amenities such as footpaths with open
views

The local roads are not suitable for such large construction vehicles

« The supporting text for Uttlesford Policy ENV15 states development
will only be permitted in locations where the local road network is
capable of handling any additional traffic generated by the
proposal.

e Low Carbon estimate that there will be a total of 922 vehicle
movements during construction.

« Thisincludes a total of around 749 deliveries by 15.4 metre
articulated vehicles and of 59 deliveries by 10-metre-long rigid HGVs.
The will be a substation measuring up to five metres long and three
metres wide will be delivered to site individually by 15.4 metre artic
vehicle.

« The road between Manuden and Clavering is a small country road. It
is barely wide enough to accommodate two regular cars. Cars
currently need to stop in order to allow tractors to pass. It is
completely unsuitable for articulated lorries or large HGVs.



» Access point off the road is simply not suitable for vehicles of this
size.

« All vehicles will pass directly in front of the primary school in
Clavering — | am concerned about the safety of primary school
children

» One of access routes will also pass directly in front of a secondary
school — Joyce Franklin Academy - — | am concerned about the
safety of secondary school children.

« Lorries cannot possibly get under the low bridge in Newport.

« Permanent access to the site will be along a protected lane [more
here]

The visual impact of this huge development cannot be satisfactorily
mitigated

« The land to the East of Brick House End (in front of Battles Wood)
slopes upwards towards the wood [more here]

« The land to the West of the development is a huge open field — there
are no existing hedgerows [more here]

« The Planning Committee must visit the site to understand the to full
impact that this development will have

« The drawings of the panels submitted show that they will be 3.2
metres high

« Low Carbon’s claim that “the proposed development could be
effectively integrated and assimilated into the surrounding
landscape” is ridiculous

« The pictures submitted as part of the planning application were
taken when there were still leaves on hedges and trees. These plants
are deciduous — they will not provide effective screening in winter.

« The planting around the existing battery plant adjacent to the
Substation at Stocking Pelham demonstrates that hedges do not
provide adequate screening.

« The RHS says that it will take between 20 and 50 years for hawthorn
hedges to achieve their full height — this is more than half of the life
of the solar farm



» Itis unrealistic to expect hedgerows to thrive where low quality plants
are planted and then left. Young plants need to be watered in case
of prolonged dry spells and/or heat waves, especially during the 2-3
first years after planting.

» During the second year of planting, between February and March,
hard pruning of hedges is required to encourage new growth

« Weeding is needed around the base of new plants for the first couple
of years to encourage growth

« Do Low Carbon employ gardeners — doubtful!
The solar farm is inappropriate development in the countryside

« The development proposed by Low Carbon can only be described as
industrial.

« In addition to large numbers of solar PV panels (the exact quantity is
not specified) the development will include ; 26 containerised
inverters; 40 containerised battery storage units a DNO substation
and Customer substation.

« National policy includes an environmental objective - to protect and
enhance our natural, built and historic environment; including
making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using natural
resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating
and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon
economy.

e | do not understand how a massive solar farm which is an industrial
development can possibly enhance the natural environment.

« The site is very close to the numerous listed buildings and scheduled
monuments | do not accept that it can possibly enhance the historic
environment.

« The development is not compatible with Uttlesford’s policy S7 which
says that the countryside will be protected for its own sake

| am keen walker — I don’t want to walk through a solar farm

« Low Carbon defines visual amenity as the “Overall pleasantness of
the views people enjoy of their surroundings, which provides an



attractive visual setting or backdrop for the enjoyment of activities of
the people living, working, recreating, visiting or travelling through an
area.”

» There are eight local Public Rights of Ways within and immediately
adjacent to the site comprising of one Bridleway and seven
Footpaths.

« Asalocal resident | frequently walk [with friends/with my dog] along
these footpaths.

« | often walk along Brick House End. Because the fields slope upwards,
the solar farm will be visible at all times of year.

« Access to open countryside is particularly important these days — it
makes a significant contribution to my mental well being.

« | often do a triangular walk along Brick House End, along the footpath
PROW 5_52 and back along Park Green. This walk will be ruined by
the appearance of solar panels. | do not accept that the impact can
be satisfactorily mitigated by planting hedges — there is no existing
hedgerow.

« The planting adjacent to the existing battery plant adjacent to the
Substation at Stocking Pelham demonstrates that hedges do not
provide adequate screening.

« | often do a popular circular walk along Blakings Lane along PROW
39_3, across the field towards Manuden (passing behind Battles
Wood) via PROW 39_14 and back toward Brick House End along
PROW 39_4 and PROW 5_14. Blakings Lane is an ancient right of
which features on the Chapman and Andre Map of Essex from 1777.
This walk will be completely ruined by the presence of large numbers
of solar panels.

« | do not want to walk along a corridor!

o The 10m wide corridor proposed will prevent me from seeing the
countryside and enjoying the countryside as | currently experience it.

Yours Faithfully

Kerry Faulkner





