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WITNESS STATEMENT


CJ Act 1967, s.9 MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1
	URN
	
	
	
	
	


Statement of  

Age if under 18 Over 18

(If over 18 insert "over 18")
Occupation:  Security Governor

This statement (consisting of 3 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Signature  
  Date: 


	Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded 
	
	(supply witness details on rear)


I work in the above capacity, employed by the Prison Service, currently based at HMP……….,I have worked at HMP…………. Since (insert date) but have been employed by the Prison Service since (insert date) 
HMP……….. is a category C prison consisting of ten wings. Six of the wings are of a dormitory design and have single and multi-occupancy rooms on lockable spurs. Three wings have single cell occupancy and there is a wing with double cell designs, incorporating in-cell shower facilities. The prison accepts category C convicted males over 21 years sentenced to 4 years or more & including life-sentenced prisoners. It has an operational capacity of 1010 prisoners It has an operational capacity of 1010 prisoners.

There are a number of items that are illegal to possess in prison, these are defined in the Offender Management Act 2007 and Prison Act 1952, section 40 and are commonly referred to as Contraband items. Such items include Mobile Phones, Drugs and illicit items, Mobile Phone Sim Cards, related components and Cash and Legal Highs. All these items are accepted and taken for granted on the outside, but such items inside a prison can have a vast impact on the security, public protection and the good order and running of the establishment.

The Prison Service work hard at eliminating such Contraband or illegal items from entering the prison as these items can cause disruption within the establishment between prisoners but also impacting on prisoner’s families and others within the prison population. Contraband or illegal items can cause unrest within the prison and are ultimately the main reason for prisoner taxing, bullying and assaults. This can manifest itself into more wide spread disruption both within the prison and also extending beyond the prison to involve families and associates of prisoners both willingly and unwilling via threats of violence and harm to family members. This will often lead to further commission of crimes both outside and inside the prison.
Organised crime groups are actively targeting the regions establishments. Serious and organised crime can have a profound impact on an individual, their family and our prisons. This is particularly prevalent where vulnerability plays a part within individuals, as those who are most vulnerable are frequently targeted by organised crime groups and are more likely to be exploited. Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) use intimidation tactics and corruption for lawful gain. OCGs are deceitful and unscrupulous in their pursuit of money, power or personal gratification through the harm of others. More often we are seeing innocent family members pressured into paying off “debts” in order to keep their family member safe from assaults and in some instances their own property safe from criminal damage.  
A number of vulnerable prisoners are forced through threats of violence to hold mobile phones or drugs and those who are then found in possession of such items find themselves held responsible for the loss by other prisoners. They are made to repay individuals for the loss often at inflated prices and under the threat of serious violence.

If these prisoners seek to self-exclude themselves from the general prison population or ask Prison Authorities to segregate them from the mainstream population the debt can pass to associates of the individual, again at inflated prices. The intimidation persists until either the debt is paid or Prison Authorities identify perpetrators and take sanctions against them.

Such debts can often be carried over from sentence to sentence. On occasions, individuals who have not been in custody for years can on future sentences still be held accountable for previous debts or such debts can follow an individual from prison to prison. 
As Security Governor at HMP……., I request that when such evidence of possession and supply of Contraband or illegal items are discovered that the Police and the Crown Prosecution Service take a robust approach to investigating and prosecuting offenders.

A robust approach will support the ongoing work carried out by the Prison Service in eliminating Contraband and illegal items by clearly showing that persons involved in the possession and in the supply of such Contraband items will be subject to prosecution for such offences.

The systems in place within the prison are designed to eliminate Contraband or illegal items from the establishment and many resources are used to achieve this goal. The reason why such items are designated as Contraband or illegal items is due to the very nature of them being items likely to cause disruption within the establishment and to facilitate the commission of further crime. These items create many further victims both inside and outside of the prison establishment.  
Contraband or illegal items within prison establishments continues to represent a significant problem to the Prison Service which if not dealt with properly undermines public confidence in the legal process, affects good order and discipline within prisons and the possession of mobile phones in particular allows prisoners to circumvent harassment and public protection orders designed to protect the public. 

If offences regarding Contraband or illegal items are not dealt with in a robust manner by the Police and the Crown Prosecution Service then this would be sending out the wrong message to the prisoners committing this type of offence and the hard work that is being undertaken by the Prison Service to eliminate the problem would be undermined.

The maximum sentence available on adjudication is 42 days added to their sentence. This is not sufficient deterrent for individuals and due to the ongoing problem and the high level of OCG’s currently residing in HMP…….., further action is both warranted and justified. This is the reason why this incident was referred to the Police. 
HMP………… fully supports the Police in investigating Contraband item offences and will continue to do so in the future.
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	2006/07 (1)
	RESTRICTED (when complete)
	


Signature: 
Signature Witnessed by: 


	2006/07 (1)
	RESTRICTED (when complete)
	



