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SVEC referred cases to CFI which 

met the criteria for consideration for 

a freezing order. CFI would only tell 

banks to close accounts for 

individuals where they decided a 

case did not meet the criteria. For 

cases that appeared to meet the 

criteria, an application would be 

made to a court. It was for the court 

to decide whether a freezing order 

should be granted or not

MIDAS shared 

data with ISD who 

processed the 

data and uploaded

cases to SAFO list 

(weekly)

HO colleagues in 

MIDAS extracted list 

of disqualified 

persons based on 

ISD technical 

specification

Irregular migrants 

returned to their 

country of origin 

or left the UK

Irregular migrants 

regularised their 

immigration 

status and stayed 

in the UK

Under IA 2014 banking 

measures, banks checked 

whether an individual was 

on disqualified persons 

list held by SAFO before 

opening current accounts

Banks refused 

applications to 

open account of 

individuals on 

that list

Banks uploaded notification 

on MOVEit – SVEC triaged 

cases for match, no match, 

or referral for further 

investigation and go back 

to the banks to close or 

leave open the accounts

Under IA 2016 banking 

measures, banks carried 

out quarterly checks on 

current accounts against 

the disqualified persons list 

provided by SAFO

Letter sent to customer 

explaining why their 

application was denied, and 

outlining clear next steps if 

they felt they had wrongly 

been denied a bank account

If representation was

successful, then the person 

was removed from the DPL

Account revocations

Account refusals

Disqualified 

individuals no 

longer had 

access to current 

accounts 

CFI: Criminal Financial Investigations team

DPL: Disqualified persons list

HO: Home Office

ISD: Interventions and Sanctions Directorate 

IA: Immigration Act

Data points

Data on closed 

bank accounts 

(2015-2018)

Data on people’s 

outcomes using 

Home Office 

systems (2021)

Data on disqualified individuals 

(2015-2018) after being filtered by 

ISD

Irregular migrants 

stay in the UK 

without current 

account access

Ongoing decision-making process on people’s 

immigration status by UKVI

MIDAS: Managing Integrated Data Application Solutions 

MOVEit: Managed file transfer software

SAFO: Specified anti-fraud organisation

SVEC: Status Verification Enquiries and Checking Team

UKVI: UK Visas and Immigration

Telephone checking 

service for banks to 

contact HO in certain 

circumstances 

Banks were under 

no obligation to 

report on 

applications denied




