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Bridge news
The National Point a Board teams 
has taken place on RealBridge, 
writes Julian Pottage, Bridge 
Correspondent. Winners are as 
follows:

1st Richard Plackett and Espen 
Erichsen, Simon Cope and Peter 
Crouch, 116 VPs; 2nd Stefan 
Lindfors and Tracy Sherman, 
Simon Hult and Gunnar Hallberg, 
102 VPs; and 3rd Boris Nedev and 
Phil King, Ollie Burgess and 
Maggie Knottenbelt, 89 VPs.

SITUATION IN THE 
OCCUPIED REGION.

GREAT UNCERTAINTY.
STRIKES ONLY PARTIAL.

There was great uncertainty yesterday as to the exact position in 
the Ruhr. While the German officials and representatives of the 
industrials continue their policy of passive resistance and obstruc-
tion, there is at present no sign of the great general strikes which 
were predicted for the mines and railways. Such strikes as have 
occurred or are occurring are apparently of only a sporadic and 
partial character, and only affect a relatively small proportion of 
the men employed in these great undertakings.

According to a Central News telegram from Mayence, gener-
ally speaking the trains are functioning normally in the occu-
pied territory, but on the left bank of the Rhine there is some 
delay in the transit of goods trains. A number of wagons des-
tined for Belgium which have been held up are now on route.

On the other hand, a Reuter’s Paris telegram received last night 
says:

“A telegram from Duisburg states that the Rhine boatmen 
have come out on strike as a protest against the requisition 
of the tug-boats, and that all traffic on the Rhine is suspended. 
It is reported from Bochum that the Reichsbank has agreed 
not to offer further opposition to the occupation authorities’ 
requests.”

It was expected that by yesterday evening the arrangements  
for the complete isolation of the Ruhr and Rhineland from the rest 
of Germany would be complete. A Central News Strasburg tele-
gram announces that the chief Customs official at Kehl (Baden) has 
been warned that from now onwards no official documents are to 
be sent out of occupied territory, and that he will be held  
responsible for any infraction of the order. “Steps,” it is added, 
“have been taken to prevent any coal reaching non-occupied  
Germany.”

A DAY OF EXCITEMENT.
FROM OUR SPECIAL 

CORRESPONDENT. DUSSELDORF, 
Thursday.

This has been a day of great excitement in the Ruhr, and it looks as 
if we were at the beginning of a general strike. Manifestations were 
organised to commemorate the liberation of Thyssen and the 
other magnates. Their journey from Mayence to Essen was of a 
triumphal character. There were demonstrations of sympathy in 
every town, and at Cologne a huge crowd assembled at the station 
singing “Deutschland uber Alles,” and clamouring for a “second 
Bismarck.” The fervour at Essen was indescribable. 

The train was late, and the station and the adjacent streets 
were packed with uncontrollable crowds, who gave full vent 
to their enthusiasm for the released industrials and their 
antipathy against the French. At Düsseldorf crowds marched 
through the streets singing. The public services were sus-
pended. There was booing at General Degoutte’s hotel, and 
mounted French troops dispersed the crowds. 

There was a strike at the station, and the telegraph office was 
closed at five o’clock, at which hour telephonic communication 
ceased. It had been announced earlier in the day that everything 
would be closed down between five and seven. At seven o’clock 
the crowd in front of the Breidenbacher Hotel became menacing 
and threw stones. The French sentinel fired his rifle in the air, and 
the manifestants scattered.

It is not yet certain whether the excitement is sporadic or 
whether it is the prelude to a general strike. Transport is at a 
standstill in several districts of the Ruhr, and 10,000 miners 
are on strike at Essen and 30,000 at Hamborn. If we are on 
the eve of big strike movements we are also to witness firmer 
action on the part of the occupation authorities. The group-
ing of five divisions, two army corps, and cavalry has been 
completed, and it is now declared that steps have been taken 
for isolating the Ruhr and closing it.

SANDRINGHAM, NORFOLK
January 25th
The Queen Consort this morning 
opened the new offices of the 
Royal Osteoporosis Society, St 
James House, the Square, Lower 
Bristol Road, Bath, and was 
received by His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Somerset (Mr 
Mohammed Saddiq).

Her Majesty subsequently 
attended a Reception at Guildhall, 
High Street, Bath, to mark the 
official opening of the new offices 
of the Royal Osteoporosis Society.

The Queen Consort this 
afternoon visited St Cyriac’s 
Church, Church Street, Lacock, 
and, having been received by His 
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Wiltshire (Mrs Peter Troughton), 
planted a tree for The Queen’s 
Green Canopy in the Church 
grounds.

Her Majesty afterwards visited 
local businesses in Lacock.

KENSINGTON PALACE
January 25th
The Princess of Wales, Joint Patron, 
the Royal Foundation of The Prince 
and Princess of Wales, this morning 
held a Meeting at Windsor Castle 
with the Royal Foundation Centre 
for Early Childhood Advisory Group.

ST JAMES’S PALACE
January 25th
The Princess Royal, Colonel-in-
Chief, The King’s Royal Hussars, 
accompanied by Vice Admiral Sir 
Tim Laurence, today visited the 
NATO Enhanced Forward Presence 
at Tapa Military Base, Estonia.

Her Royal Highness, 
accompanied by Admiral 
Laurence, this afternoon attended 
a Reception given by His Majesty’s 
Ambassador to the Republic of 
Estonia (His Excellency Mr Ross 
Allen) at the Residence in Tallinn.

The Princess Royal, 
accompanied by Vice Admiral Sir 
Tim Laurence, this evening arrived 
at Royal Air Force Brize Norton, 
Oxfordshire, from Estonia.

Mr Charles Davies and Captain 
Stuart Kaye were in attendance.

Today’s birthdays

 Mr A N Solomons, Chairman, 
Singer and Friedlander, 1976-99, 

is 93; Sir Timothy Clifford, 
Director-General, National 
Galleries of Scotland, 2001-06,  
77; Sir Christopher Hampton, 
playwright, 77; Prof Sir Les 
Ebdon, Director of the Office for 
Fair Access, 2012-18; Vice-
Chancellor and Chief Executive of 
the University of Bedfordshire, 
2003-12, 76; Mrs Geraldine 
Peacock, Chairman, The Charity 
Commission, 2004-06, 75; Mr 
Anthony Noel, garden designer, 
73; Mr Kim Hughes, former 
Australia cricket captain, 69; Prof 
Sir Michael Marmot, Director, 
Institute of Equity, University 
College London, 68; Mr Gary 
Crosby, jazz double bassist and 
composer, 68; Mr José 
Mourinho, Head Coach, A S 
Roma, 60; Mr Andrew Ridgeley, 
musician, 60; Mr Adam Crozier, 
Chairman, BT, 59; Mr Justice 
Julian Knowles 54; Mr  
Dominic Oliver, Head Master, 
Lancing College, 52; and Major 
Heather Stanning, former  
rower; double Olympic gold 
medallist, Rio 2016 and London 
2012, 38.

Today is the anniversary of the 
death of Maj Gen Charles Gordon 
in Khartoum in 1885. It is also the 
proclamation of the Republic of 
India in 1950.

Court  
Circular

Thursday, Jan 26
Commons: Oral questions: Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport 
(including Topical Questions); 
Church Commissioners and House 
of Commons Commission and 
Public Accounts Commission and 
Restoration and Renewal Client 
Board and Speaker’s Committee 
on the Electoral Commission. 
Business Statement: Business 
Questions to the Leader of the 
House. Select Committee 
Statement: Select Committee 
Statement on the Report of the 
Joint Committee on the draft 
Mental Health Bill (HC 696). 
Backbench Business: General 
Debate on Holocaust Memorial 
Day. Adjournment: Midland Metro 
extension.
Westminster Hall: Debates on: 
International Day of Education; 
Planning policy.
Lords: Introduction: Lord Sewell 
of Sanderstead. Oral questions: 
Supporting UK manufacturing 
following the UK’s exit from the 
EU; Proposed reforms to the 
Mental Health Act 1983; Ensuring 
the needs of autistic pupils are 
fully met in mainstream secondary 
schools. Debates on: Level of 
resilience of the Armed Forces, 
given the reduction in personnel 
and equipment as set out in the 
“Defence in a Competitive Age” 
command paper (CP 411), 
published on March 22, 2021; Life 
chances and educational prospects 
of vulnerable teenagers in light of 
Commission on Young Lives 
report: Hidden in Plain Sight’, 
published on Nov 4, 2022. Short 
debate on: Report by Chris 
Skidmore Mission Zero: 
Independent Review of Net Zero, 
published on Jan 13.

Friday, Jan 27
The House of Commons and the 
House of Lords are not sitting and 
will next sit on Mon, Jan 30, 2023.

Week in Westminster

Revv Dawn Louise Watson, p-in-c, 
St John the Baptist, Margate, and 
All Saints, Westbrook, Margate 
(Canterbury), is now chapl, 
Archbishop’s School, Canterbury 
(same dio); Suzan Wiliams, r, 
Whittington and West Felton w 
Haughton (Lichfield),  to also be rd, 
Oswestry (same dio).

Retirements and resignations
Rev Graham Bott, v, Hoar Cross w 
Newchurch (Lichfield), has retired; 
Very Rev Adrian Dorber, d, 
Lichfield Cathedral (Lichfield), to 
retire with effect from March 31, 
2023; Rev Anne Valerie Noble, asst 
c (assoc min), Abbots Bromley, 
Blithfield, Colton, Colwich, and 
Great Haywood (Lichfield), has 
retired; Preb William Edward 
Ward, has ceased to be interim 
min, Forton (Lichfield); Rev 
Nicholas John Whetton, chapl, HM 
Prison, Hull (York), to retire with 
effect from Jan 31, 2023.

Clergy news

Deaths

Text for the day

WHEN YOU do good deeds, don't try to
show off. If you do, you won't get a
reward from your Father in heaven.
Matthew 6.1 (CEV)

Personal

General personal

GRIFFITHS.—Winifred Mary, widow
of Sir �oy Gri�ths, died peacefully,
aged 97, on 2nd January 2023.
Much loved mother, grandmother and
great grandmother. The Funeral
Service will be held at the Church of
St Gregory and St Martin, Wye, Kent
on �st February at �� a.m. �o �owers
please, but donations, if desired, to
www.perennial.org.uk or
www.redcross.org.uk
Online ref: 617188

BRADFORD.—Peter Stanley died in
Yeovil District Hospital on
13th January 2023, aged 81. A devoted
and loving husband to Fiona for 37 years.
Adored father to George, Theodora and
Phoebe. Much loved husband, father,
friend and respected Chairman (retired)
of Bradford and Sons. He will be sorely
missed by his family and his many
friends. Private cremation. Family,
friends and business colleagues are
welcome to a gathering at Westlands
Social Venue on 2nd February 2023 from
12 noon.
Online ref: 617207

DRIVER.—Olga Aikin (née Daly) died
peacefully on 11th January 2023 aged 88.
Beloved wife of Michael and much loved
mother, stepmother and grandmother.
Funeral at St Mary of the Angels, Notting
Hill on 21st February 2023. Family
flowers only. Donations to CAFOD or
Save the Children. Enquiries to O'Dwyer
Funeral Directors. Tel: 020 3067 0068.
Online ref: 617209

THOMPSON.—Moreen Wynn.
Peacefully on Sunday 22nd January
2023, aged 93 years. Funeral Service at
Maccles�eld �rematorium on Tuesday
21st February 2023 at 11.30 a.m.
Family �owers only, donations if
desired to 'Perennial'. All enquiries
to J W Brocklehurst Ltd Funeral
Directors. Tel: 01625 829232.
www.cheshirefunerals.co.uk
Online ref: 617231

 DAVIES.—Hugh died peacefully at
home after a short illness on
15th January, aged 87. Beloved husband
of the late Janie, much loved brother of
Anne, adored father of Andrew, Shan,
Chris and Kate, indulgent grandfather
of Matt, Billy, Alex, Flora, Marney, Ollie,
Henry and Wilbur. Hugh’s sense of
humour and determination will be
missed by us all. Cremation to be held
in Jersey, and Service of Thanksgiving
for family and friends at St Mary’s
Oatlands, Weybridge KT13 9TS on
Monday 13th March at 2.15 p.m.
Online ref: 617227

HOUSTON.—Margaret (née Blackmore)
on 23rd December 2022. Beloved wife 
of the late Heath, dearest sister of
Janet and loving aunt to Patrick and
David. Funeral Service to be held at
St Margaret’s Church, Ditchling,
East Sussex on Friday 10th February
at 2 p.m. followed by interment in the
Churchyard. Family flowers only.
Enquiries to Bowley Funeral Service.
Tel: 01273 841711.
Online ref: 617230

DREYFOUS.—Etienne Dreyfous, MBE,
OBE, Officier de la Legion d'Honneur,
died peacefully at home on Monday
23rd January, aged 100. Much loved
husband to Jill, father of Suzanne,
grandfather to Kate and great
grandfather to Alana. He will be
greatly missed.
Online ref: 617224

WILLIAMSON.—Lady Patricia
(née Watts) died peacefully on
18th January 2023, aged 92. Much loved
wife, mother and grandmother.
Private family funeral.
Online ref: 617226

Messages

GRATEFUL THANKS  to St Jude for
prayers answered. CH. 
Online ref: 617239
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Announcements

CATTERMOLE.—Elizabeth Ann
of Shapwick, Somerset, died on
21st January. Her funeral is being
arranged by H. Biffen & Sons Ltd.
Tel: 01278 423333.
Online ref: 617233

DOUGLAS.—John, devoted to his
late wife Josephine, a true gentle man
died on 24th January 2023, aged 95.
His sense of humour and compassion
forever with his children Andrew and
Joanna, his grandchildren and his
great grandchildren.
Online ref: 617234

General personal

TILNEY-BASSETT.—Hugh, died
peacefully on 23rd January 2023,
aged 94. Beloved husband of the late
Joan. Much loved father of Carolyn
and James, grandfather of Richard,
Robert and Katie. Funeral Service on
Wednesday 8th February at 2.30 p.m. at
St Peter’s Church, Bruisyard.
Online ref: 617245

DIXON.—Giles Elliot. Peacefully in the
loving care of The Valleys Care Home,
Scunthorpe on Monday January 16th
2023, Giles aged 97 years of Barrow
upon Humber. Beloved husband of the
late Jessie, cherished father to Gill,
Stephen and the late Robert, caring
father-in-law to Janet, loving
grandfather to Nikki, Alastair and
Stewart, great-grandfather to Abby, Mia,
Noah, Jemima and Ivy, devoted brother
of the late Prue, dear uncle of Jane and
Nicky. Giles will be sadly missed by all
his friends and those who knew him.
Service at St Mary's Church,
Barton-upon-Humber on Friday
February 17th at 11 a.m. followed by a
private interment at Barton Cemetery.
Family flowers only please. Donations,
if desired, for Lincolnshire Air
Ambulance may be left at the service or
sent direct to the charity. All enquiries to
H & HJ Huteson & Sons, Holydyke
Funeral Home, Barton-upon Humber,
DN18 5PR. 
Online ref: 617244

ROGERS.—John Michael
(known as Michael) died peacefully at
home on 25th December 2022, aged 87.
A Requiem Mass will be held at the
Brompton Oratory on 6th February at
11 a.m. Family flowers only please but
donations, if desired, to St Patrick’s,
Soho Square, Brompton Oratory or
Cancer Research UK. All enquiries to
Leverton & Sons, Camden Town.
Online ref: 617246

Thanksgiving services

PURVES.—James Hamilton. 
A Thanksgiving Service for the life
of James will be held at 12 noon on
Friday 10th February at St Mary's
Church, Great Canfield, Essex,
CM6 1JT. All are welcome to attend
and then join us afterwards at
Maidens Barn, CM3 1HU.
Online ref: 617190

COX.—It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Tony Cox,
aged 77, following a short battle with
cancer. Born in Gillingham, Kent, Tony
leaves behind a wife, Natasha; daughter,
also Natasha and her husband Steve;
daughter Lara; son Paul, his wife Amrit
and their two daughters Sofia and Lara.
Tony’s career centred on the chemical
industry. He was editor of a chemicals
trade magazine and, together with
his wife, co-authored a book on the
chemical industry of Eastern Europe.
It was this book which gave him an
entry into the City, where he was a
highly respected chemicals analyst.
Tony was extremely intelligent, witty,
and had a great sense of humour. He was
an avid, lifelong fan of jazz. He was
profoundly curious about foreign
languages and cultures, and travelled
widely. He was kind and always ready to
help others. We miss Tony deeply.
Online ref: 617254

DAMS.—Alison Ormiston, aged 89,
sister to Julian, suddenly at home on
Thursday 29th December 2022. All
enquiries to W.G. Potter, Axminster,
EX13 5NX. Tel: 01927 34283.
Online ref: 617248

LONG.—Michael Thomas died
peacefully at Hollyfields Care Home
on 9th January (1933-2023). Much
loved husband of Mollie, father to Liz
and Richard. Funeral at 2.30 p.m.
on 15th February at the Church of
St Michael's, Stourport on Severn.
Online ref: 617178

PALMER.—Horatia Mary Felicia
(née Lamb), peacefully, on 9th January.
Beloved mother of Primrose and Harriet,
grandmother and great grandmother.
Thanksgiving Service on Thursday
2nd February at 1.30 p.m. at Christ
Church, High Harrogate, HG1 4SW. 
Online ref: 617235

PLATT.—John Camm. Peacefully at
home on 7th January 2023, aged 85,
surrounded by his family. Beloved
husband of Liz, father of Catherine,
Edward, Helen and Lucy, grandfather of
ten. He will be greatly missed. A private
family funeral has taken place. Service of
Thanksgiving at St Swithun’s Church,
Martyr Worthy, Hampshire SO21 1DY on
Thursday 1st June at 2 p.m. Donations, if
wished, to Winchester Hospice
Fundraising Charity via
www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Online ref: 617141
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