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1. Introduction and actions and updates – Rachel Irish, MMO and Andy Carroll, Defra

· Emily and Eleanor have been to Lyme Bay to talk about the uplift in Sole quota, Ed Baker is continuing to investigate alongside the social and economic impacts, as well as the biological and ecological impacts. We will feed back on this project in due course. 
· There is skills and training funding for round 1 of the UK skills and training scheme has opened for applications, which is available to apply for until the 12th of October. 
· It was raised in previous meetings that U12m trawlers were exempt from the FaSS health and safety funding, this has now been removed, so the funding is equalized for the small-scale coastal fleet. So U12m vessels are now eligible for a funding rate of up to 80% for health and safety projects, regardless of gear types used. 
· The Department of Transport have released a support package for Seafarers, to support mental wellbeing. 
· Many sectors are struggling with fuel including fishers. The Marine Voyage relief, which provides 100% relief on fuel duty costs, can be utilised by fishers. Defra is continuing to engage with industry to discuss on-going challenges and potential long-term mitigations. Defra are working with Seafish to refine modelling, to understand the potential impact of fuel on the fishing fleet. 
· Andy Carrol from Defra gave an update on ministers - There has been momentous changes in the past week, with a new Prime Minister, resulting in a new cabinet and the passing of Her Majesty the Queen.  We now have a new Secretary of State; Ranil Jayawardena MP, who has come from the Department of International Trade. We now have two new junior ministers, Mark Spencer, and Trudi Harrison. We do not yet know who will be taking over fisheries. 

2. Quota – Katie James, MMO
· Latent capacity 
·  Temporary lift of the under-10m licence cap from the 1st of August 2022. The cap on some under-10m vessels which restricts their uptake to no more than 350kg per year of quota stocks will be temporarily lifted for the remainder of 2022.  This is being done to facilitate uptake of available quota and as an exercise to make an initial test for any unexpected consequences of lifting the cap more permanently. 
· Additional quota 
· The MMO were able to temporarily offer vessels with Cat B and Cat C licences additional quota: Offer of additional quota to vessels with Category B and C licences. Over 10m vessels with Category B or C licences have a limited number of quota stocks for which they can fish. Under this scheme, those vessels were able to apply for one-time offer of access to more opportunities for the remainder of 2022. This has now closed but hopefully those who wanted to took advantage of this uplift.  




If anyone has any questions surrounding quota in the Southeast, please contact katie.james@marinemanagement.org.uk. 

3. Quota Consultation – Ed Kirby, Defra 



· There is a new approach for delivering additional quota in 2021 and 2022, and a further consultation of how Defra do this process. 
· Please see the above presentation for details. 

4. Brown Crab – Matt Johnson, Helen Hunter, Defra 
· We’re hearing talks of Brown Crab stock declines across this area; we want to hear your views as to whether this is the case and what you are seeing on the ground. 
· Several fishers expressed their opinions that crab has been declining over the past 5-7 years. There also expressed that Crab/Lobster is not managed and enforced as well as it could be. 
· Another fisher expressed the need for quota on shellfish, as we have seen this situation repeated in history. 
· We would love to hear your views on this – please contact regionalfisheriesgroups@marinemanagement.org.uk or to go to Matthew directly matthew.johnson@defra.gov.uk 


5. Fly-seining consultation – Katie McNally, Defra 
· A consultation has been launched on the 25th of August to gather evidence about fly seining. Trying to work out with the issues are, but the data is lacking due to them being NQS. 
· This is not just about EU vessels, but English registered too. 
· The plan is for the consultation to be launched, we will circulate the link and the slide pack and consultation document (attached below). 
· Ministers are really supportive of this, so please propose specific measures.
· We know that landings have doubled over the last 3 years, the scaling up is a challenge and the impact these vessels are having on stocks. 
· A package of potential measures has been put together, and its important fishers have the opportunity to input into this. 
· The presentation and consultation are attached below. 
· A fisher noted that the method is sustainable, but the scale of the fishing is unsustainable – in particular the red mullet fishery is on the brink. Another fisher confirmed that red mullet is also really struggling, from the amount of fly seining. 
· CFPO asked how much effort is there from EU vessels in our waters? Do we have this data? Or are we lacking on this data set and how does this feed into the consultation? 
· Defra responded by saying they will take this away and come back. 



 
If you wish to contact Defra directly on this, please use NQSflyseineconsult@defra.gov.uk 

6. Floating wind farms in Celtic Sea – Sion Roberts, Crown Estate
· The crown estate manages the seabed, and manage assets on behalf of the public, for the purposes of energy, but does not include oil and gas. 
· There is a desire to identify areas of seabed that might be suitable for floating offshore wind. We have to identify suitable areas of seabed, which then get passed to developers, who then have to gain consent to place a wind farm there. 
· The Crown Estate aims to support the development of floating wind in the UK. 
· Industry noted that mobile boats are the industry that are going to suffer, not the inshore fleet, to floating wind farms. Cables are also going to cause major problems. Defra responded by saying that cables are certainly an issue, and the Crown Estate don’t plan these. There has always been a desire to bury cables for offshore wind, generally around safety. Around the UK there is fishing happening over them. There will be opportunities as projects start to be developed, there will be opportunities to input of types of mitigation. 
· The MMO recommended that they come back and talk to this group to discuss cable refinement. 
· CFPO stated that these sites present concern for a lot of their members. If the MPA is mixed with the offshore wind, we are looking at a significant chunk of North Cornwall that we lose for fishing. One way around this would be to get fishers up the list to be statutory consultees, to be able to feed into the refinement of these sites, would make a big difference. We need time to pull responses together, so it would really help if we were able to be considered earlier. 
· Crown Estate responded by saying that they don’t have consultees, but they have been talking to the NFFO since the conception of this project at every step. The fishing industry has had greater opportunities for engagement that other sectors. 

7. Channel Demersal NQS, FMP – Jess Duffill-Telsnig, MMO 
· MMO are leading on one of the 6 frontrunners that Defra are producing, which is the Channel demersal non-quota species FMP. 
· This covers ICES areas 7 d and 7e, it covers demersal Non quota species. This was highlighted as an important plan due to over exploitation of some stocks and lack of data for other stocks.  We are leading on talking with interested stakeholders to gain a full picture of the demersal non-quota demersal species in the Channel. We will gather evidence from various sources and use this to help us steer what we will include in the FMP. We are looking to have regular engagement with stakeholders to keep people informed and involved with the development of the FMP. 
· There are several non-quota demersal species listed withing the JFS such as red, tub and grey gurnards, cuttlefish, squid, octopus, John dory, red mullet, and lesser spotted dogfish.
· Industry led working group is being set up and will have its first meeting in September. If you have any further queries, please contact: fmp@marinemanagement.org.uk​ 


· CFPO asked if there is the option to add any species to this FMP? Spurdog has been highlighted as a potential species.
· The MMO responded by saying that because in some EU regions, Spurdog is a quota species, therefore it couldn’t be included in the FMP. 

8. Shellfish Fisheries Management Plan – Lewis Tattersall, Seafish
· There are three FMPs: Brown Crab & Lobster, Common Whelk and King Scallop. 
· Seafish are still creating the FMPs, but are currently evidence gather and reporting, and continuing with stakeholder engagement.
· The purpose of the stakeholder engagement is to raise awareness of the FMP and the process, to ensure everyone knows why it’s happening and when. The second is to encourage active engagement in the FMP development. 
· This gives stakeholders the opportunity to comment on draft objectives and management interventions, not gather initial information to create content. 
· There is an overarching FMP webpage from Defra to cover this (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fisheries-management-plans/fisheries-management-plans), and soon there will be a Seafish page for the Shellfish FMP specifically. 
· A point from industry was that there is a lot of engagement happening, and it’s difficult to be involved with everything, especially getting active, full-time fishers involved in these plans. 
· A statement from industry – there is no younger fishers coming to the engagement, we need to see results and the only way you’ll get them to come is if they see results.
· Seafish responded by saying they want to touch base with the fisher, to see what more they can be doing to get young people to attend. 
If you have further questions, please contact lewis.tattersall@seafish.co.uk 

9. AOB 
· Industry raised the point of Pollock, that there is a planed 67% quota cut in Pollock next year. It would be good to have a plan in place for those involved in the wreck net fishery but also those in the rod and line fishery for Pollock through the winter. 
· The MMO responded by saying they are currently looking into Pollock, using landings data to look at population issues. If you wish to discuss Pollock further or have anything to add please contact Emily Theobald, Fisheries Manager emily.theobald@marinemanagement.org.uk 
· A point from industry – how does GDPR work in regard to finding out who towed your gear away? We have the IVMS data on who was where, so can we use this to find out who towed gear? Who can contact who?
· The MMO responded by saying this is being looked at and we will contact industry to share answers.
· A question from industry – If you re-engine your boat, you have to use Tier 3 engines, which will cut fuel consumption, minimally, by 15-20%. Because it cuts fuel that much, does this mean you are still eligible for the grant funding? CFPO added that tier 3 engines are not eligible for the funding, but there are a lot of people raising this around the coastline. Industry came back and said that the amount of fuel they save, means they can pay their crew more, which is better than asking for fuel rebates. 
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What is the issue? 

Demersal NQS flyseining consultation
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NQS are often high value, potentially vulnerable and generally data poor species. The importance of NQS is recognised in the Government’s draft Joint Fisheries Statement which also sets out our intention to prioritise the development of management approaches for NQS domestically, through Fisheries Management Plans. 

This is complemented by our commitments to develop ‘multi-year strategies for the conservation and management of non-quota stocks’ under the UK/EU Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA).

Over the last 18 months we have heard significant concerns from the English inshore catching sector and NGOs about the increasing efficiency of larger flyseine vessels and their impact on demersal NQS stocks. 

Whilst there are evidence gaps, the data suggests the growth of a new fishery, relative to more traditional forms of flyseining effort, targeting NQS such as red mullet, gurnards, squid. Since 2019 UK flyseine landings and vessel numbers have broadly doubled. 

We have concerns about the increasing efficiency of these larger flyseine vessels and their potential impact on the sustainability of demersal NQS stocks. We are conscious of current pressures on and vulnerability of demersal non-quota stocks.

We are seeking further evidence on the impact of current fishing activity on demersal NQS, including through the Channel Demersal NQS FMP process. But we are conscious of current pressures on the stocks and of not waiting to take action given concerns about the vulnerability of demersal NQS. 
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What is the aim of the consultation?


This consultation is primarily concerned with exploring different technical measures and gathering more data about the state of demersal NQS in English waters and the impact of flyseine effort on these stocks, to protect them in English waters. 



The proposed measures would support effective management of NQS in the short-term and complement future work through Fisheries Management Plans. Our aim is to put in place a cohesive approach which: 



Implements an appropriate level of protection for unmanaged, valuable but data poor demersal NQS; and

Addresses the reported impact of flyseining in English waters.
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What technical measures are we looking to consult on? 

The proposals in this consultation relate to the impact of flyseine activity in English waters and focus on:

extending current measures (such as applying the 221kw/ restrictions for beam trawlers in the English 0-12nm to flyseine gear); and/or 

amending or reviewing existing restrictions (such as the 40mm mesh size derogation for directed squid fishery); and/or 

bringing in new measures (such as restricting fleet capacity or rope diameter and/or rope length for flyseining gear). 



The proposed technical measures would apply to all UK and EU vessels in English waters only. 

The expectation is that any new technical measures in English waters could come into effect during 2023.

Demersal NQS flyseining consultation
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What are the questions?

What changes have you observed to demersal NQS stocks in English waters in recent times? Do you consider that any of these stocks are at risk of being overfished?

What changes have you observed in fishing patterns and methods in relation to demersal NQS stocks in English waters, in recent times?

What effects do you think any changes in fishing patterns and methods have had or will have on (a) demersal NQS; and (b) different sectors of industry (of any nationality). 

Is there any other evidence/data available about these matters? 

What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of putting in place a licence entitlement system for flyseine gear in English waters? What might work for such a system (e.g., a link to engine power, or a track record period based on average landings)?

What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of introducing a restriction of engine power to (a) 221kW; or (b) 600kW for demersal seine gears in the English 0-12nm zone? 

What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of removing the derogation of 40mm mesh size for a directed squid fishery in English waters?

What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of restricting vessels’ rope diameter for demersal seines to 30mm-40mm in English waters?

What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of restricting rope lengths for demersal seines to 1500m in the English 0-12nm; and/or 3000m-3200m in the English 12-200m?

Are there other technical measures or variations of the proposals above we could consider to help manage pressures on demersal NQS stocks in the English 0-200nm?
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When and where will the consultation launch, and how long will it run for?

We are planning to launch the 12-week public consultation on Citizen Space on 25 August 2022.



We will then review and analyse the consultation responses, and are expected to publish a Government response within 12 weeks of the end of the consultation.



If the responses to this consultation confirm that increased flyseining activity is having a negative impact on NQS in English waters, Defra will consider what measures should be taken to alleviate this in the light of the consultation responses. 
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How to respond
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We welcome your views and comments on the proposals and answers to the questions. You can respond online or in writing at: 



nqsflyseineconsult@defra.gov.uk



Or 



The Consultation Co-ordinator 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Defra Foss House,  

Kings Pool 

1-2 Peasholme Green 

York 

YO1 7PX  

SW1P 3JR 
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We are the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. We’re responsible for 
improving and protecting the environment, growing the green economy, sustaining thriving 
rural communities and supporting our world-class food, farming and fishing industries.  


We work closely with our 33 agencies and arm’s length bodies on our ambition to make 
our air purer, our water cleaner, our land greener and our food more sustainable. Our 
mission is to restore and enhance the environment for the next generation, and to leave 
the environment in a better state than we found it. 


 


 


© Crown copyright 2022 


This information is licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. To view this 
licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/  


This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/publications   


Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at 


consultation.coordinator@defra.gov.uk  


www.gov.uk/defra  


  



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications

mailto:consultation.coordinator@defra.gov.uk

http://www.gov.uk/defra
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Summary 
The Fisheries White Paper, Sustainable Fisheries for Future Generations, 2018 sets out 
the UK’s commitment to reshape fisheries management following our departure from the 
EU. Continuing to champion sustainable fishing and adopting management measures to 
rebuild and maintain stocks in the long term is central to future management.  


Non-Quota Species (NQS) are stocks not subject to a Total Allowable Catch. They are 
often high value, potentially vulnerable and generally data poor species. The importance of 
NQS is recognised in the Government’s draft Joint Fisheries Statement where we highlight 
our intention to manage NQS in future through effort limits, fisheries closures, and 
technical measures. The JFS also sets out our intention to prioritise the development of 
management approaches for NQS domestically, through Fisheries Management Plans. 
This is complemented by our commitments to develop ‘multi-year strategies for the 
conservation and management of non-quota stocks’ under the UK/EU Trade and Co-
operation Agreement (TCA). 


We have limited data on NQS, limited management and are therefore unable to accurately 
assess the health and sustainability levels of all NQS stocks that are targeted in English 
waters. The Fisheries Act sets out the precautionary objective in which the absence of 
sufficient scientific information is not used to justify postponing or failing to take 
management measures to conserve target species, associated or dependent species, 
non-target species or their environment. This consultation will assist in providing more 
data and also test the limited data (see Annex 1) we have so far. 


We have heard significant concerns from the English inshore catching sector and NGOs 
over the last 18 months about the increasing efficiency of larger flyseine vessels and their 
impact on demersal NQS stocks. Flyseine vessels tow gear which touches the seabed; 
demersal fish inhabit the bottom of the sea. There are concerns in particular about the 
impact of these vessels on stocks such as red mullet, gurnard, and squid in the Channel 
and southern North Sea. We are seeking further evidence on the impact of current fishing 
activity on demersal species, including through the Channel Demersal NQS FMP process, 
but we are conscious of current pressures on the stocks and of not waiting to take action 
given concerns about the potential vulnerability of demersal NQS.  


The proposals in this consultation relate to the impact of certain fishing vessel capacity in 
English waters. The proposals, in brief, focus on extending current measures (such as 
applying the 221kw restrictions for beam trawlers in the English 0-12nm to flyseine gear); 
and/or amending or reviewing existing restrictions (such as the 40mm mesh size 
derogation for directed squid fishery); and/or bringing in new measures (such as restricting 
fleet capacity or rope diameter and/or rope length for flyseine gear). 
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The expectation is that any new technical measures in English waters could come into 
effect during 2023. 


Background   
NQS are of significant economic value and the fisheries are of huge importance to local 
communities. In 2020, landings of NQS made up 19% (118,370 tonnes) of the total 
quantity of landings (623,000 tonnes) by the UK fleet and 28% (£233m) of the total value 
(£831m) into the UK and abroad1.   


However NQS, which includes all commercial shellfish apart from nephrops, are largely 
data poor, compared to quota species. Many of these NQS have radically different biology 
to most quota species, with a mix of very short-lived species (for example, cuttlefish and 
squid) as well as finfish. The level of management applied is variable, due primarily to the 
diverse nature and location of NQS fisheries.  


We have concerns about the potential vulnerability of demersal non-quota finfish and 
squid. Flyseine activity in the Channel and southern North Sea is specifically targeted at 
non-quota finfish and squid, with non-quota stocks making up around 70% of the catch; 
though inshore fishermen also report concerns of impacts on quota stocks.  


Flyseine fleet landings and vessel analysis 


The Marine Management Organisation’s (MMO’s) Summary of UK and EU flyseine activity 
in UK waters of the Channel and southern North Sea at Annex 1 shows that demersal 
NQS finfish flyseine vessels landed 2,700 tonnes (£7 million) out of a total estimated 
14,400 tonnes (£34 million) from the Channel and southern North Sea in 2020. Or put 
another way, 19% by tonnage and 20% by value of demersal NQS finfish landings. 
Flyseine fleet capacity has also increased over the last 12 years from around six vessels 
prior to 2018 to around 11 vessels in 20222. 


The analysis shows that flyseine vessel activity is influential in specific areas for specific 
species. It is less important than demersal trawls and beam trawls for demersal NQS in the 
Channel and southern North Sea but is important for certain specific species such as red 
mullet (accounting for 82% of landings by tonnage and 79% by value in 2020).    


It also shows that UK flyseine landings have almost doubled between 2019-2022 while EU 
landings appear stable, however the picture for EU landings is incomplete. Increases in 
2021 are driven primarily by several quota and non-quota species - red mullet, whiting, tub 
gurnard, squid, pouting and mackerel are the main species relevant to the change. UK 
2022 activity so far suggests flyseine landings in the area will at least be as high as 2021 
by the end of this year. We also see that UK and EU flyseine vessels land mostly NQS, a 


 
1 UK Sea Fisheries Statistics 2020 (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
2 Taking into account replacement vessels in any given year. 



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1020837/UK_Sea_Fisheries_Statistics_2020_-_AC_checked.pdf
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proportion (UK - 68% by landing, 86% by value; EU – 67% by landing, 84% by value) that 
hasn’t substantially changed over the last decade.   


In terms of vessel numbers, the UK flyseine fleet is small in vessel numbers (11 vessels) 
but is made up of exclusively large, powerful vessels (>600kW). We cannot be certain on 
the EU fleet numbers, due in part to its gear codes criteria, but what information we have 
suggests the number of relevant vessels is at least 24. 


There are, therefore, indications with the current increased activity in the Channel and 
southern North Sea that this could constitute a new fishery, relative to more traditional 
forms of flyseining effort. 


Newer flyseining fleet 


Since January 2021, parts of the English inshore fleet in the Channel and the southern 
North Sea have raised concerns about the reported increase in the capacity and use of 
flyseining gear on the sustainability of demersal NQS. MMO data as well as industry 
engagement confirm that these new larger flyseine vessels are targeting NQS such as red 
mullet and gurnards. Concerns have also been raised about the potential displacement of 
inshore vessels from limited waters, away from traditional fishing grounds within English 
inshore waters (0-12nm), by larger flyseine vessels, though it is the catching capacity 
impact that is the main focus of this consultation.   


While flyseining is decades old, and previously considered a sustainable method, recent 
months have seen regular reports of the increased capacity of the newer vessels using 
this gear. Flyseining (also known as flyshooting or Scottish seining) is a fishing method 
involving long weighted ropes to herd fish into the mouth of the trawl before hauling the net 
to the vessel as it maintains its position under power. Flyseine vessels in the Channel and 
southern North Sea are purpose-built seine netting vessels and/or converted beam 
trawlers with higher engine powers and capacity when compared to traditional Scottish 
flyseine vessels.  


Fishermen have highlighted that the newer flyseine vessels have up to double the gross 
tonnage, engine power, rope diameter, rope weight and vessel length (up to 40m) of 
traditional flyseine vessels. The fishing technique employed by these adapted seiners, 
requires far more power than the traditional Scottish seine netters they were based upon. 
This fast technique allows for more hauls per day, and larger areas to be covered.  


Currently flyseine capacity in English waters is not restricted and vessels are free to 
diversify from other fishing methods to flyseine gear provided they have a valid fishing 
licence. Based on primary gear type, the UK flyseine fleet has increased from around six 
vessels prior to 2018 to around 11 vessels in 2022 and these vessels are generally 24-
40m in length. Concerns have also been raised about an increase in EU flyseine activity in 
English waters (from 21 vessels in 2019 to 24 in 2022). 


But these concerns are not unique to English Waters. On 12 July 2022 the European 
Parliament Fisheries Committee voted in favour of an amendment to the EU’s Access 
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Regulation to ban Belgium and Netherlands fleets from demersal seining in French 
territorial waters (0-12nm). Next steps would usually mean debating this through the whole 
of the European Parliament before discussions with the European Commission and 
European Council. Commissioner Sinkevicius has also flagged the need to guarantee a 
level playing field and that any rules should be applicable to all fishermen and Member 
States. Last year the North Western Waters Advisory Council wrote to the EU Commission 
asking it to address the evidence gaps related to these newer and larger flyseine vessels, 
with a view to future management measures.  


And, in April 2021 Producer Organisations in France, Belgium, the Netherlands and the 
UK recognised the need to tackle the impact of these larger flyseine vessels operating in 
the Channel and southern North Sea. They put in place a voluntary agreement to limit 
activity where there was increased fishing pressure from these larger flyseine vessels. The 
voluntary agreement sought to limit activity in Area 7d by fleet size, vessel length, rope 
size, fishing days allowed, and spatial management in Area 7d and outside the 12-mile 
line off the coast of Normandy. We understood the agreement set out the following terms: 


• Maximum number of vessels allowed: France 28, Belgium 6, Netherlands 24, UK 
17; 


• Maximum rope length: 3,200 metres + 15% control margin; 
• Maximum rope thickness and weight: 50mm and 2kg; 
• Number of days at sea in ICES Area VIId to be a maximum of eight days at sea 


over two-week blocks; 
• Minimum mesh size: 80mm; 
• Belgian and Netherlands flyseine vessels to remain outside the nine-mile line from 


VIId and outside the 12 nautical mile line off the Normandy coast; and 
• A review to take place by September 2021 and then no more than six months apart.  


We understand the voluntary agreement, which would have been self-monitored, 
collapsed by July 2021. The agreement, while short-lived, demonstrated clear concerns 
about the operation of these larger flyseine vessels.  


Fisheries Act 2020 


The Fisheries Act 2020 sets out clear objectives to provide the basis against which the 
fisheries policy authorities of all four UK Administrations will manage their fisheries, 
including around NQS stocks. The Fisheries Act sets out the precautionary objective in 
which the absence of sufficient scientific information is not used to justify postponing or 
failing to take management measures to conserve target species, associated or 
dependent species, non-target species or their environment. This consultation 
acknowledges that while NQS are data poor, this is not a barrier to taking action where 
there are concerns about the sustainability of stocks, in particular the management of 
some demersal NQS. Part of the intent of the consultation is, additionally, to gather more 
evidence and to test the anecdotal data we have heard. 


Fisheries Management Plans 
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We are working with industry to develop more robust management measures for NQS 
targeted alongside quota stocks. Through our commitment to FMPs in the Fisheries Act, 
we will reform and redefine our domestic fisheries management. Five of the front-runner 
FMPs (crab and lobster, whelk, scallop, bass and the Channel Demersal NQS) identified 
in the draft Joint Fisheries Statement (JFS) are focused primarily on NQS.  


The Channel Demersal FMP will cover a number of the species targeted by larger flyseine 
vessels and will overlap with certain aspects of this consultation. We are also working with 
the EU on multi-year strategies for managing activity on NQS. However, in line with the 
‘precautionary objective’ in the Fisheries Act and concerns from the inshore industry and 
environmental NGOs about the operation of these larger flyseine vessels, there is a case 
for exploring technical conservation measures to manage potential impacts on demersal 
NQS in English waters ahead of the introduction of wider management through co-
ordinated but phased delivery of FMPs. 


Purpose  
This consultation is primarily concerned with gathering more data about the state of 
demersal NQS in English waters and the impact of flyseine effort on these, and exploring 
different technical measures to protect them, in particular from the possible risk posed by 
flyseine effort. The proposed measures could support effective management of NQS in the 
short-term and complement future work through Fisheries Management Plans. Our aim is 
to put in place a cohesive approach which:  


1. Implements an appropriate level of protection for unmanaged, valuable but data poor 
demersal NQS; and 


2. Addresses the reported impact of flyseining in English waters. 


In discussions with different parts of the catching sector, regulators (the Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO) and Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities 
(IFCAs), the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas), Seafish 
and Devolved Administrations, we have identified the following measures to consider 
applying to vessels fishing with demersal seine gear in the English territorial (0-12nm) or 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (0-200nm) waters as appropriate:  


• Introducing an ‘entitlement’ (restricting the number of vessels and by extension 
effort) for flyseine gear in English waters; and/or 


• Restricting engine power for demersal seine gears to 221kW or 600kW (for 0-12nm 
only); and/or 


• Removing the derogation that allows a 40mm mesh size in a directed squid fishery 
(0-200nm); and/or 


• Restricting vessels’ rope diameter used in flyseine gear to 30-40mm (0-200nm); 
and/or 


• Restricting vessels’ rope length used in flyseine gear to 1500m (0-12nm) and/or 
3000-3200m (12-200nm). 
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Rationale for proposals  
 
We are considering the potential for introducing a new licence entitlement for flyseine 
vessel activity, which would be a requirement that vessels must have a specific permit if 
they wish to use this gear. We believe that this could enable us to manage the number of 
flyseine vessels operating in our waters more effectively. In doing so we would look to 
build upon lessons learned from scallop dredging and beam trawling entitlements. Any 
future technical measures could be included in the conditions attached to licence 
entitlements. 
 
The UK currently runs a system of entitlements for vessels to fish for different species or 
using different gears. Examples of this include a scallop entitlement that is required for 
over 10m vessels using a mechanised dredge to fish for king scallops, bass permits and 
beam trawl entitlements. The purpose of these schemes is to restrict the amount of 
pressure on certain species, in particular by reducing the number of vessels using certain 
gears. A system of flyseine entitlements could have the same effect by ensuring that 
numbers or capacity of vessels would not increase by setting a ceiling to apply to all 
vessels using this type of gear. We could look to base any ceilings on proven track 
records, for example, average landings based on a three-year reference period up to 2019 
when the data indicates landings and vessel numbers started to increase.  
 
This consultation seeks to gather views to help develop our thinking on whether it would 
be beneficial to pursue this proposal and if so, how we do this. If the responses lead us to 
think that it is worth pursuing, we will seek further views on the details of how it would be 
implemented. 
 
Restricting engine power of flyseine vessels with high engine powers in English territorial 
waters (0-12nm) could help manage effort on demersal NQS in inshore fishing grounds, 
for example protecting stocks in that zone and/or alleviating the squeezing of inshore 
vessels by larger ones into the English 0-12nm zone. These restrictions could align with 
the current 221kw beam trawl restriction, which was introduced as a precautionary 
measure to protect inshore fishing grounds against this powerful and highly efficient 
method of fishing. The other engine power option, 600kw (anecdotally the higher end of 
traditional flyseine power), may be a more proportionate way of restricting powerful 
flyseine vessels whilst still allowing smaller scale flyseine activity in the 0-12nm belt.  
 
There could be a benefit to demersal NQS finfish by removing the derogation for all towed 
gears that currently allows the use of mesh size of at least 40mm in a directed squid 
fishery. We understand flyseine vessels sometimes use less than 80mm nets when squid 
is prevalent on the grounds, enabling a smaller mesh size to be used in demersal NQS 
fisheries. Catches when using a smaller mesh size are still highly mixed, which could lead 
to an increased catch of juvenile finfish – reducing that likelihood should, therefore, benefit 
those finfish species. Experience so far in the Celtic Sea, where the mesh size for 
demersal gear was increased to 100mm in September 2021, has shown that where larger 
mesh sizes are mandated there is likely to be a conservation benefit for all species.  
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Introducing new restrictions on the size of gear, such as rope diameter and length, could 
reduce the capacity of flyseine vessels and the quantity of demersal NQS that they are 
able to catch. These proposals are based on those included in the Producer Organisation 
voluntary agreement proposed last year. 
 
We may not need to introduce all the measures together. We will consider what would be 
appropriate and effective in light of all of the evidence. For example, the proposal for 
entitlements may negate the need to consider the other proposed technical measures as 
this may alone manage the capacity of the flyseine fleet. Or a combination of the engine 
capacity and rope length/diameter may be sufficient to manage current and future catching 
capacity of the newer, larger flyseine vessels. 
 
Other possible approaches 
 
We have considered other approaches, such as a mesh size of 100mm for demersal trawl 
and seine gears in the English 0-200nm but understand this could impact sole and NQS 
fisheries disproportionately. Restrictions on how much those vessels can catch could be 
introduced, but would require significant scoping, for example determination of what a 
sustainable catch limit would be and how to allocate any new catch limits. We could 
consider industry to industry agreements, but the swift demise of the voluntary agreement 
in 2021 points to self-regulation being difficult to execute in practice.  
 
We recognise that introducing new fisheries management measures could have 
unintended consequences, and/or the list of potential measures is not exhaustive, and we 
welcome views on the proposals as well as on other measures we could consider. 
 
Review period 
 
We propose to review the effectiveness of any measures if introduced, to ensure they are 
having the desired outcomes in managing the impact on demersal NQS in the Channel 
and southern North Sea in particular. Any review would need to take account of, amongst 
other things, the state of the target demersal NQS, the level of fishing activity, and any 
measures or objectives proposed in the Channel Demersal NQS FMP. 
 
We would expect to gather more data about the state of NQS in the meantime so as to 
make measures more targeted over time, and the review would take account of the 
additional data gathered. 
 
The expectation is that these measures would be incorporated into or overtaken by the 
Channel Demersal NQS FMP in due course. 
 
Overall impact on business 
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The overwhelming majority of businesses in the UK catching sector are small or micro 
businesses3. However, within the fishing sector the measures will have a greater impact 
on larger vessels than smaller vessels; some of the proposed measures impose maximum 
restrictions, including maximum rope size and maximum engine size, which would impact 
only larger vessels.   
 
The measures could impact up to 17 UK vessels (businesses), depending on which 
technical measures or combination of technical measures are introduced and bearing in 
mind that vessels are already free to diversify from other fishing methods to or from 
flyseine gear provided they have a valid fishing licence. This has an estimated cost to 
business of £0.21 million annually, and a minimum cost of £0, through reduced annual 
profits for fishermen who are no longer able to catch NQS species in the same manner 
due to the technical measures introduced. It is assumed that fishers will change their 
activity to continue fishing if the new measures (depending which ones) are introduced, for 
example changing fishing gear or fishing outside the 0-12nm if impacted by the engine 
size measures. The impacts are estimated to be ongoing as they will affect fishing activity 
for the lifetime of the measures. However, as fishermen adapt to the technical measures 
and adjust their activity the impact should decline over time. The key non-monetisable 
costs that could not be included in the estimations above are the effects of displacement 
and also the cost of the rope size technical measures.  
 
Exact quantification of the impact of technical measures is unknown, particularly in 
reference to EU vessels. This consultation process is needed to help determine those 
impacts and which measures to introduce. 


Questions  
Please do use this consultation to share your views on our proposals, including if you 
believe we should be considering other courses of action we have not mentioned: 


1. What changes have you observed to demersal NQS stocks in English 
waters in recent times? Do you consider that any of these stocks are 
at risk of being overfished? 


2. What changes have you observed in fishing patterns and methods in 
relation to demersal NQS stocks in English waters, in recent times? 


3. What effects do you think any changes in fishing patterns and 
methods have had or will have on (a) demersal NQS; and (b) different 
sectors of industry (of any nationality).  


4. Is there any other evidence/data available about these matters?  


 
 4 UK business: activity, size and location - Office for National Statistics (ons.gov.uk) 
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5. What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, 
social) of putting in place a licence entitlement system for flyseine 
gear in English waters? What might work for such a system (e.g., a 
link to engine power, or a track record period based on average 
landings)? 


6. What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of 
introducing a restriction of engine power to (a) 221kW; or (b) 600kW for 
demersal seine gears in the English 0-12nm zone?  


7. What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of 
removing the derogation of 40mm mesh size for a directed squid fishery in 
English waters? 


8. What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, 
social) of restricting vessels’ rope diameter for demersal seines to 
30mm-40mm in English waters? 


 
9. What are the benefits and drawbacks (environmental, economic, social) of 


restricting rope lengths for demersal seines to 1500m in the English 0-12nm; 
and/or 3000m-3200m in the English 12-200m? 


 
10. Are there other technical measures or variations of the proposals above we 


could consider to help manage pressures on demersal NQS stocks in the 
English 0-200nm? 


 


Definitions 
Demersal - fish which inhabit the bottom of the sea.  


Demersal trawl and seine gear – active gears (i.e., towed) which fish along or just above 
the seabed to catch demersal fish.  


Demersal seine - uses two long seine ropes and a seine net deployed in a specific 
pattern encircling an area on the seabed. The two most common forms of seine netting 
used in UK waters are (a) anchor seining (Danish seining) and (b) flyseining (Scottish 
seining or flyshooting). Anchor seining uses an anchored marker buoy from which the net 
is set out, whereas flyseining does not use an anchor and enables the vessel to move 
forward during hauling, covering larger areas and towing the gear faster over the seabed.  


Flyseine vessels – generally, purpose-built seine netting vessels and/or converted beam 
trawlers with high engine powers.  
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Conclusion  
Defra considers that increased flyseining activity may be having a negative impact on NQS 
in English waters. If the responses to this consultation confirm this, Defra will consider 
what measures should be taken to alleviate this in the light of the consultation responses.   


We welcome your views and comments on the proposals and answers to the questions 
that follow.  Please send responses online or in writing. 


nqsflyseineconsult@defra.gov.uk 


Or 


The Consultation Co-ordinator 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Defra Foss House,  
Kings Pool 
1-2 Peasholme Green 
York 
YO1 7PX  
SW1P 3JR 
 
 
  



mailto:nqsflyseineconsult@defra.gov.uk
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Annex 1 MMO summary of UK and EU 
flyseine activity in UK waters of the Channel 
and southern North Sea  


 
Introduction  
 
It is important to first put flyseine activity in context. In 2020 we estimate UK and EU-27 
vessels landed a total of 1.25 million tonnes of fish from UK waters (estimated £1.2bn at 
first sale). The UK fleet landed 502,000 tonnes of this (£700mn). Of the 1.25 million tonnes 
we estimate 122,000 tonnes (£217mn) comes from the UK waters of the channel and 
Southern North Sea.  
 
In 2020 UK and EU-27 flyseiners landings accounted for just 5% by tonnage and 6% by 
value of all UK and EU-27 landings from UK waters of 7de/4c. For demersal non-quota 
finfish species flyseiners landed 2,700 tonnes (£7mn) out of a total estimated 14,400 
tonnes (£34mn) from UK waters of Areas 7de/4c in 2020. That is 19% by tonnage and 
20% by value of demersal NQS finfish landings.  
 
This makes flyseiners the third most important gear technique for demersal NQS finfish 
landings in this area after beam trawlers and demersal otter trawlers. However, there are 
two commercially important finfish species where flyseiners are of greater significance; red 
mullet (Mullus barbatus and Mullus surmuletus) where flyseiners accounted for 82% by 
tonnage and 79% by value of landings in this area and tub gurnard (Chelidonichthys 
lucerne) where flyseiners accounted for 53% by tonnage and 54% by value (2020). That 
year flyseiners also accounted for 15% by tonnage and 17% by value of squid and 
cuttlefish landings from the area.  
 
Landings over time  
 
Over the last decade UK flyseiners landings from UK waters of 7de/4c has been relatively 
stable, however, 2021 saw an almost doubling in tonnage from two years prior in 2019. 
The increase is seen in all assessed ICES division (7de/4c), but the Eastern Channel 
accounted for the largest increase seen. EU-27 flyseiners landings from the same area 
have generally been two to three times higher than that of UK vessels each year having 
remained relatively consistent between 2014 and 2020. 
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UK flyseiners landings in Areas 7de/4c of UK waters during the first half of 2022 suggest 
activity levels in 2022 are comparable to that seen in Q1/2 2021 and landings could be on 
track to be slightly higher.   


 
 
Targeting non-quota species  
 
For UK seiners operating in UK waters of the Channel and southern North Sea between 
2010 and 2021 non-quota species made up a substantial portion of both tonnage (68%) 
and landed value (86%). Tonnage increases seen in 2021 seem to be driven by increases 
in both non-quota species (namely surmullet/red mullet, tub gurnard, squid, and pouting) 
and quota species (namely whiting and mackerel).   
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During the period 2014-20 in the same area EU-27 flyseiners vessels also predominately 
landed non-quota species (67% by tonnage, 84% by value). These proportions have 
remained consistent over time.   
 


 
 
 
Fleet numbers 
 
In terms of number of UK vessels involved in flyseining in UK waters of 7de/4c the 
numbers are small. Over the last decade 17 unique vessels reported fishing from these 
waters with either Scottish seine (SSC) or Danish seine (SDN) technique. In 2021 there 
were 11 vessels, an increase of 4 vessels from 2010. The vessels are generally 24-40m in 
length. 
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In terms of engine power, the UK flyseine fleet has been made up of >600kW vessels 
since at least 2010. As of 2021 there were both a greater portion and greater number of 
>750kW vessels in the UK 7de/4c flyseine fleet. This is a small fleet of large, powerful 
vessels.  


 
For EU-27 flyseiners we have an incomplete view on activity historically. Using eLogbook 
data received via UK/EU data exchange we can see at least 24 EU-27 vessels have 
reported fishing in UK waters of 7de/4c with SSC/SDN gear in 2022. This is at least double 
the size of the UK fleet but still small in the context of several hundred demersal otter 
trawlers operating in the area. Note this exchange only includes France from mid-2021 
onwards and does not include Germany or Denmark. 
 


Member state 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Belgium 3 3 3 3 
France  UNK  UNK 2 4 
Netherlands 18 20 19 17 
EU-27 total 21 23 24 24 


 
Data sources 


• UK 2010-22 seiner data extracted from CEFAS ifish2 database by MMO SAT and estimates of 
landings from UK waters produced using ICES rectangle apportioning assumptions   


• UK data also retrieved from UK sea fisheries annual statistics report 2020 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
• EU-27 data sourced from STECF FDI21 data call and estimates of landings from UK waters 


produced using ICES rectangle apportioning assumptions Fisheries Dependent Information - 
European Commission (europa.eu)  
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Channel Demersal 


Non-Quota Species 


Fisheries Management 


Plan


1


7d RFG Presentation


6 September 2022







What are Fisheries Management Plans?


2


FMP Title​ Primary stock(s) covered​ Lead body 
Publication


date​


Crabs & Lobster FMP Crab and Lobster Seafish 2023​


Whelk FMP Whelk Seafish 2023​


Scallop FMP​ King scallop
SICG (with support from 


Seafish)
2023​


Bass FMP​ Bass
Defra​ (but independently 


facilitated through Policy Lab)
2023​


Channel Non-Quota 


Demersal FMP​


Red/Tub/Grey Gurnards, Cuttlefish, Squid, Octopus, 


John Dory, Surmullet, Lesser Spotted Dogfish​, Lemon 


Sole*, Brill*, Turbot*, Bib*, Smoothhound*
(* additions post-engagement/landings analysis)


MMO 2023​


Southern North Sea & 


Eastern Channel 


Mixed Flatfish FMP​


Plaice, Sole, Turbot, Brill, Lemon sole, Dab, Flounder, 


Halibut​
Defra 2024


• An FMP is a document setting out polices to restore/maintain stock(s) of sea fish to sustainable 


levels. 


• 43 FMPs in total outlined in draft JFS. 6 frontrunners for English waters published by Defra







• Covers UK waters of ICES areas 7D and 


7E (dark green)


• Focusing on demersal non-quota species 


(NQS)


• Other NQS are covered by specific FMPs 


(as set out in the JFS).


• An FMP is important due to the potential 


for over exploitation of some 


NQS stocks/lack of data for NQS stocks.


• It is complex and we will need to prioritise 


stocks/fisheries - we won't be able to 


address all issues immediately.


Channel Demersal Non-Quota Species FMP


3











Channel demersal NQS FMP timeline


5


Scoping


• Summer 2022 (MMO lead)


• Initial stakeholder engagement with commercial and recreational fishers 
and other interested stakeholders.


• Prepared plans for how we will develop FMP e.g. evidence, 
communications


Preparation


• Autumn 2022 to summer 2023 (MMO lead)


• Species prioritisation for 1st iteration of FMP


• Set up and running of industry led working group


• Draft Channel Demersal NQS FMP


• Draft evidence statement


• Regular stakeholder engagement – Face to face engagement planned in 
Oct/Nov 22


Publication
Summer to end of 2023 (Defra led)


• Formal consultation in summer 2023


• Publication of FMP end of 2023


NB: Timelines are kept under regular review and may be subject to change







Questions and contact details


Thank you!


Questions? 


If you have any further queries please contact:


fmp@marinemanagement.org.uk



mailto:fmp@marinemanagement.org.uk
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SW Quota Presentation 


Katie James 


07747638655







Angler 7 – Under 10m 


Allocation = 880t
Total Available = 589.40t
Catch limit = 8t 
Current uptake = 185.80t







Angler 7 - Over 10m 


Allocation = 203t
Catch limit = 6.5t
Current uptake = 61.29t







Cod 7 b-k Ex d - Under 10m 


Allocation = 16.83t
Total Available = 12t
Catch limit = 0.2t 
Current uptake = 3.60t 







Cod 7 b-k ex d - Over 10s 


Allocation = 1.5t
Catch limit = 0.2t
Current uptake = 0.43t







Haddock 7 b-k  - Under 10s 


Allocation = 400.2t
Total Available = 241.70t
Catch limit = 3.5t
Current uptake  8.94t 







Haddock 7 b-k  - Over 10s 


Allocation = 117.3t
Catch limit = 2t
Current uptake = 2.06t







Western Hake - Under 10s 


Allocation = 126t
Total Available = 93.30t
Catch limit = 15t
Current uptake = 1.32t







Herring 7e-f - Under 10m 


Allocation = 91.30t
Catch limit = 15t
Current uptake = 6.05t







Western Mackerel - Under 10s 


Allocation = 1152.2t
Total Available = 108.2t
Catch limit = 10t
Current uptake = 64.33t







Handline Mackerel 


Allocation = 1750t
Current uptake = 241.78t







Plaice 7 d-e - Under 10m 


Allocation = 573.9t
Total Available = 522.30t
Catch limit = 12t
Current uptake = 220.02t







Plaice 7 d-e – Over 10m 


Allocation = 75.10t
Catch limit = 8t
Current uptake = 37.05t 







Plaice 7 f-g - Under 10m 


Allocation = 42.4t
Catch limit = 5t
Current uptake = 5.64t







Pollack 7 - Under 10s 


Allocation = 516.3t
Available 557.8t
Catch limit = 10t 
Current uptake = 244.07t







Under-10m Skates and Rays Area 6/7 ex.d


Allocation = 509.2t 
Total Available =553.9t
Catch limit = 8t
Current uptake = 312.99t







Over-10m Skates and Rays Area 6/7 ex.d


Allocation = 124.10t
Catch limit = 7t
Current uptake = 73.94t







Under-10m Sole 7e


Allocation = 110.2t
Total Available = 219t
Catch limit = 2.8t
Current uptake = 111.80t







Over-10m Sole 7e


Allocation = 24.3t
Total Available = 39.3t
Catch limit = 1.5t
Current uptake = 24.52t







Under-10m Sole 7 f-g


Allocation = 30.3t
Total Available = 26.1t
Catch limit = 2.5t
Current uptake = 10.37t







Under-10m Whiting 7 b-k


Allocation = 161.8t
Total Available = 105.4t
Catch limit = 3t
Current uptake = 35.83t







Undulate Ray 7 d-e  


UK allocation – 75t 


Year so far:
• Jan – April - Per trip by-catch of 100kg
• May – August – Closed
• 1st September – 75kg -Per Trip by Catch
• Will keep reviewing Catch Limit 


Current uptake – 47.09t (62.8%)







Small Eyed Ray 7 f-g 


UK allocation 2022 – 57t
Total Available = 65t 


Current uptake – 44.71t (68.8%)


Catch limit – 1.5t per month


No proposed changes to current catch limit for now







Please remember you can get in touch with me 
regarding catch limits – Email, Text or Call….


Katie James:


07747638655


inshorequotamanager@marinemanagement.org.uk



mailto:inshorequotamanager@marinemanagement.org.uk





Uptake Statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/quota-use-statistics


Catch limits
Under-10m https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/current-catch-
limits-10-metres-and-under-pool
Over-10m https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/current-catch-
limits-over-10-metre-non-sector-pool


Trading
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fishing-quota-trading-and-
swaps


Catch limit consultation (front page of MMO website during last 7-10 days of 
each month)
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-
organisation


Useful Links 



https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/quota-use-statistics

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/current-catch-limits-10-metres-and-under-pool

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/current-catch-limits-over-10-metre-non-sector-pool

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fishing-quota-trading-and-swaps

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
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Managing our quota in 2023 and beyond  

Part 1: Apportioning additional quota between the UK administrations

Part 2: Allocating quota in England and the Crown Dependencies 









Part 1 – Apportioning additional quota between the UK administrations



		This part of the consultation is an opportunity for you to help decide how we apportion additional quota between the four UK fisheries administrations beyond 2023. We want to ensure that quota is shared fairly and benefits all parts of the UK. 

		Recognise quota is a zero sum game, and may require compromise.

		We are not changing how we apportion our existing share of quota. This will continue to be based primarily on FQA units.  





		



Apportioning additional quota between the UK administrations

*



Apportioning additional quota between the UK administrations





Apportionment of additional quota

		There are different methods we can use to apportion additional quota between UK administrations:

		Track record (historic uptake)

		Zonal Attachment

		A hybrid method





		For 2021 and 2022, we used a hybrid of track record (90%) and zonal attachment (10%). 



		We would like views on what method we should use in the future, how long this method should be in place for, and what exceptions (if any) we should consider. 
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Apportioning additional quota between the UK administrations





Inward transfers from international negotiations

		This year the UK secured inward transfers of quota from annual negotiations with Norway and the Faroe Islands.

		We used stock codes (OTH/04-N.) and (ANF/04-N.) to apportion Hake and Anglerfish from Norway respectively.

		We are consulting on how we should manage these transfers in the future. These options are:

		Continue to use our historic stock codes to apportion

		Rename the stocks codes and FQAs to better reflect the quota transferred in

		Use the North Sea equivalent stock codes to apportion

		Create a new methodology for sharing between administrations 
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Unallocated stocks

We are seeking views on how we manage unallocated stocks. 



		Stocks remain unallocated for various reasons, e.g.

		UK TAC considered too small (e.g. bycatch stocks like WoS Cod)

		Managed by licences (e.g. Northern Albacore)

		Highly-regulated at international level (e.g. Bluefin Tuna)





		Improvements to how these stocks could be managed include:

		Increasing transparency by developing clear rules for each stock

		Whether bycatch management arrangements could be extended to other stocks

		The process of managing expressions of interest
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Areas for potential review

		We are asking for your views on three other areas of UK quota allocation policy:





		Allocation of banked quota

		Underpinning

		Anomalous quota stocks





		We would consult on detailed proposals before making changes and are simply seeking initial views to help inform this work. 
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		This part of the consultation is an opportunity for you to help decide how we allocate additional quota within England and the Crown Dependencies. We want to ensure that quota is shared fairly and benefits all parts of the fleet.

		We are not changing how we allocate our existing share of quota. This will continue to be based primarily on FQA units.  
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Quota allocation and management in 2023 and beyond





How we allocated in 2021 and 2022

In 2021 and 2022, we distributed additional quota using a three-step approach that led to a substantial uplift in quota for both the non-sector pools. 

We determined which stocks were important for each of the three fleet segments: sector, under-10-non-sector pool, and over-10-metre non-sector pool.

Stocks were then distributed between the relevant fleet segments based on Defra’s/MMO’s assessment of their capacity to catch them.

Distributed the sector’s share of the quota between POs based on their FQA unit holdings. 
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Allocation to the Sector

		We are continuing with our method of allocating between the sector and non-sector pools to allow industry time to adapt, but we will keep our approach under review.



		In 2021 and 2022 we used FQA units to distribute the sector’s share of additional quota between POs. The consultation is asking for views on how this could be done differently:





		Track record – allocate additional quota based on vessel landings.





		Tendering – allowing POs to tender for additional quota by putting forward fishing plans which are assessed against certain criteria. 





		Auctions – inviting POs to bid for additional quota through an auction system. Not necessarily only to the highest bidder. Eligibility criteria and multiple lots (single or mixed stocks) to provide more opportunities to different groups.
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Reserve Quota and Discards

		Since 2016, reserve quota has been available for stocks in England that are subject to the landing obligation. The aim is to ensure previously discarded fish are landed and counted. We are considering how best we can use reserve quota for 2023 and beyond:

		Continue the current approach

		Allocate reserve quota to vessels/POs that commit to trials, e.g. those that take part in enhanced monitoring.

		Withhold reserve quota and use to account for estimated discard rate in different fisheries. 
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Thank you

		Do you have any views you would like to share with us now, or any questions?

		To submit your response, please see.

		Citizen Space: Consultation on Managing Quota in 2023 and Beyond - Defra - Citizen Space

		By post: Consultation Coordinator, Defra, 2nd Floor, Foss House, Kings Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green, York, YO1 7PX  

		By email:  quota@defra.gov.uk

		Please let us have your comments by 19 September 2022. 

		For Part 1, we will share responses with Northern Ireland Executive, Scottish Government and Welsh Government.  
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