
 Berden Parish Council 

c/o Martin’s Green 

Berden 

Bishop’s Stortford 

CM23 1AE 

parishclerk@berden.org.uk 

14 April 2022 

Nigel Brown 

Development Control  

Uttlesford District Council 

Council Offices 

London Road 

Saffron Walden 

CB11 4ER 

 

By email: planning@uttlesford.gov.uk 

  

 

 

 

Dear Sir  

 

Statera Energy - Proposed Solar Energy Scheme (EIA Screening Ref. UTT/21/2158/SCO)  

Land Adj. Pelham Substation Park Green Lane Berden 

 

We refer to above awaited planning application and, having regard to the above screening 

opinion, we are writing to highlight the archaeology and heritage position and to ensure that 

the local planning authority are aware and ensure that full geophysical surveys and trial 

trenching is carried out before any planning application is submitted.  

 

As part of the screening opinion, Essex County Council Place Services have highlighted the 

significant archaeological remains within the solar panel areas and this includes the Rookery, 

the 12th-13th century raised earthwork with banked ditch. This was last trenched in 1954 and 

the proximity and relationship to the neighbouring Crump Schedule monument is important.  

 

Place Services have recommended an initial desk-based assessment and then ground 

evaluation.  

 

Historic England similarly note the potential adverse impacts on these  non-designated 

heritage assets and ask the District Council to get involved.  

 

When this was queried with Statera at the recent public consultation event, Statera were 

unaware of the Rookery and indeed the Crump Scheduled Monument and Grade 1 and Grade 

II Listed Buildings.  

 

We attach details of the Rookery and its location is shown on the attached plan (the red 

circle).  

 

In addition, crop marks and surface finds have also indicated a second possible location 

within the proposed Statera site. 

 

Are the District Council involved with Statera’s heritage advisors in this regard?  

 



Based on the above, we would request that the District Council ensure full archaeology 

geophysical surveys and trial trenching are undertaken before any planning application is 

submitted.  

 

We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Yours faithfully 

Laura Free 

Clerk to Berden Parish Council  
 

cc Cllr Janice Loughlin  

 

Enc.  
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