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1 Introduction

1.1 Particulars of instruction: Hallwood Associates Limited (HWA) have been instructed by Enter 
client here. to undertake a tree survey in accordance with BS5837:2012 (Trees in relation to 
design, demolition and construction – recommendations) at Henham Road, Elsenham and 
provide the following: 

A survey and schedule of all relevant trees on or adjacent to the site including an 
assessment of condition;
Appraisal of the above and below ground constraints imposed by existing trees on the 
potential development of the site;
Preliminary tree work recommendations on the basis of good arboricultural 
management.

1.2 Use of this document: The purpose of this report is to provide an analysis of development 
constraints above and below ground which are imposed on the site by existing trees. Its 
primary purpose is as an aid for the scheme architects in developing a proposal which 
considers all existing constraints. This report considers all significant trees on the site or other 
area as designated within our instructions. Adjacent properties may also contain trees that 
pose a constraint on development and where necessary their details will be included.

1.3 Provided documents and information: 

Countryside Properties Topographical survey (ref: SURV2956)

1.4 Authorship: This report has been prepared by me, Dominic Poston MICFor, FArborA, CEnv, PDArb 
(RFS), BSc, HND Hort. The findings in this report are reached through site observations and 
conclusions are made in light of my experience. Details are available upon request or at 

2 Limitations

2.1 The following is a brief description of legal constraints as they apply to trees. Please note the 
information is for guidance only and is not a definitive interpretation of the law as it affects 
trees. HWA have not checked whether trees on site are statutorily protected as this can delay 
report production. You must carry out a statutory tree protection check if you intend to 
undertake any tree works prior to formal planning consent being issued. 

Tree preservation orders: A tree preservation order gives statutory protection to trees and 
makes it a criminal offence to carry out most work to them without written permission from 
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the local planning authority. Tree work necessary to implement full planning consent 
overrides the need to apply separately. Please note there may be a need to discharge pre 
commencement conditions before tree works can be undertaken.

Conservation areas: If trees are within a conservation area, a minimum of six weeks’ written 
notice (a Section 211 Notice) must be given to the LPA of the intention to carry out works to 
trees. The LPA then has the option to allow the works or to place a TPO on the tree/s to 
manage the works. Tree work necessary to implement full planning consent overrides the 
need to notify separately. Please note there may be a need to discharge pre-commencement 
conditions before tree works can be undertaken.

Trees and the planning system: LPAs have a statutory duty to consider the protection and 
planting of trees when granting planning permission. The potential effect of development on 
trees is a material consideration, whether statutorily protected (e.g. by a TPO or by being 
within a CA) or not.

Other legal restrictions: Restrictive covenants and existing planning conditions sometimes 
restrict works to trees. Sites within or adjacent to Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Ancient 
Semi-Natural Woodland, nature reserves and other land designations, restrict some works to 
trees. Legal advice may be required in some of these cases.

Occupiers Liability 1957 and 1984: The Occupiers Liability Act places a duty of care to ensure 
that no reasonably foreseeable harm takes place due to tree defects. Therefore, this report 
includes recommendations within the tree tables for work required for safety reasons. 
‘Common sense risk management of trees (National Tree Safety Group 2012)’ states that ‘the 
owner of the land on which a tree stands, together with any party who has control over the 
tree’s management, owes a duty of care at common law to all people who might be injured 
by the tree. The duty of care is to take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions that cause 
a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to persons or property.’

Common Law: This enables pruning back of the crown and roots of trees on adjacent land 
where they overhang neighbouring property, providing the work is reasonable and does not 
cause harm. This right does not override TPO and CA legislation.

Ecological constraints: The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended, The Conservation 
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000,
provide statutory protection to species of flora and fauna including birds, bats and other 
species that are associated with trees. These could impose significant constraints on the use 
and timing of access to the site. It is the responsibility of the main contractor and tree surgery 
contractor to ensure that no protected species are harmed whilst carrying out site clearance 
or tree surgery works. Unless competent to do so, the advice of an ecologist must be sought.
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2.2 Validity: The statements, findings and recommendations made within this report do not take 
into account any effects of extreme climate and weather incidences, vandalism, changes in 
the natural and built environment around the tree(s) after the date of this report, nor any 
damage whether physical, chemical or otherwise. Hallwood Associates cannot accept any 
liability in connection with the above factors, nor where recommended tree management is 
not carried out in accordance with modern tree health care techniques, within any proposed 
timeline.

2.3 All rights in this report are reserved. Its content and format are for the exclusive use of the 
addressee in dealing with this site.  It may not be sold, lent, hired out or divulged to any 
third party not directly involved in this site without the written consent of Hallwood 
Associates Limited.

2.4 This report is restricted to those trees shown on the attached plans and described in the tree 
survey schedule. All plans and discussions within this report are based entirely on the 
drawings provided to Hallwood Associates and referenced above. Any material planning 
changes after the date of report issue will invalidate this report.

2.5 Due to the above statements, this report remains valid for two years from the date of issue 
only.

3 Methodology

3.1 Site visit: The site was visited by Michael Bunker on 15 February 2022 and comprises green 
field bordered by historic boundary vegetation.
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This aerial image is provided courtesy of Google. The yellow line indicates the approximate 
site boundary and is illustrative only.

3.2 Tree Survey: Each tree was surveyed and given a number corresponding to the tree 
constraints plan (TCP) found at appendix B. For each group or individual information was 
collected as recommended at 4.4.2.5 of BS 5837. The survey was preliminary in nature and 
did not involve aerial or detailed inspection. This data is held within the tree schedule (table 
2) which can be found at Appendix A.

The survey is based on the Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) method developed by Mattheck and 
Breloer (1994); it is preliminary in nature and should not be interpreted as a detailed tree 
condition inspection. Works are recommended to those trees that present an immediate and 
serious hazard to life or property, or maybe affected by a pest or pathogen that may spread 
to other trees on the site.

3.3 Interpretation of data: BS5837 recommends that trees within categories A-C (where A is 
highest quality) are a material consideration in the development process, however young 
trees with a stem diameter less than 150mm could be considered for relocation. Category U
trees are those that will not be expected to exist for long enough to justify their consideration 
in the planning process. The tree categories are illustrated on the plans with colour coding. 
Category A trees are light green, category B are mid blue, category C are grey and category U
are dark red.



Page 7 of 20
Arboricultural survey and constraints advice for trees at Henham Road, Elsenham
Doc Ref: HWA10767_APII
©Hallwood Associates Limited 2022

4 Constraints Appraisal

4.1 Below ground constraints: Section 4.6 of BS5837 recommends that the trunk diameter 
measurement for each tree is used to calculate the root protection area (RPA), which can 
then be interpreted to identify the design constraints and, once a layout has been developed, 
the Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) to be protected by barriers (tree protection plan 
(TPP)). Figure 1 in appendix C (TCP) graphically shows the surveyed trees and their relevant 
RPA and appendix D includes a table specifying the minimum RPA for each tree. RPA’s shown 
on the included TCP may have been altered where it is deemed necessary due to predicted 
eccentric root morphology. Root morphology will be influenced by the ground conditions; 
roots will proliferate where soil conditions are favourable and less so where the ground 
conditions are poor. Buildings and metalled road with deep foundations may inhibit root 
growth into the area.

4.2 Above ground constraints: The second constraint is the amount of space required around a 
tree(s) in order for it to be successfully retained once development is finished and the 
pressures of human occupation come to bear. This area would not normally be suitable for 
occupied accommodation, but un-occupied structures or hard surfacing may be feasible. This 
is represented by a separate polygon on figure 1 in appendix C (TCP).

4.3 Indirect damage: Damage by indirect action can occur in shrinkable soils such as clay when 
vegetation takes moisture from the ground, causing a significant volume change resulting in 
ground movement. Buildings and drainage need to be protected against the effects of 
subsidence and heave. For this project, I made a preliminary field assessment of the likely soil 
type and would estimate that the soil type is Clay. however, specialist soil assessment must
be commissioned in order to influence layout development and the engineering design of 
built structures.

Subsidence: Occurs when water is withdrawn from the soil causing it to shrink.

Heave: Occurs when previously dehydrated soils take up water and swell. This can happen 
when vegetation is removed or roots severed.

Note: Advice from an arboriculturist on the zone of influence of existing vegetation along 
with guidance and specifications from a qualified engineer must be sought when considering 
the above constraints.
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5 Recommendations and Conclusions

5.1 Concept and design: It is anticipated that a development layout can be designed, which is 
sympathetic to the existing tree cover of the site. However, a qualified and competent 
arboriculturist should be retained as a member of the design team in order to advise on the 
potential effects on or by existing arboricultural features. The scheme architect should utilise 
the information contained above and shown in figure 1 (appendix C) to inform the 
development layout. Incursion into indicative RPA’s may be feasible provided arboricultural 
input is sought at the design stage and that adequate mitigation measures are provided for.

5.2 Arboricultural Impact Assessment: Following the development of a considered design layout 
an Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) must be commissioned to support the planning 
application.

5.3 Preliminary tree works: Detail of preliminary (remedial) tree works required are detailed 
within the tree survey schedule which can be found at Appendix A. These works are 
considered required for good arboricultural management and should be considered 
irrespective of any development proposal. Please note that confirmation of any statutory tree 
protection must sought if commissioning tree works in advance of a planning application.
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Appendix A
TREE SURVEY SCHEDULE
























