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Introduction: 

In respect to the Saffron Walden Neighbourhood Plan, it was concluded by officers in paragraph 

13.3 of the committee report that no weight should be afforded to the Neighbourhood Plan as 

highlighted below: 

The Saffron Walden Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared in draft and is currently subject to 

examination. A response was received from the Inspector on 5 October 2021 which identified 

numerous concerns that includes the potential for the Plan to be withdrawn from examination. A 

focussed consultation on significant modifications took place between 1 March and 21 March 

2022. Given the Inspector’s concerns over the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and that its progress 

through examination is not advanced, it is considered that no weight should be afforded to the 

emerging Neighbourhood Plan in determining the application. 

For this reason, officers did not take into consideration the policies contained within the Saffron 

Walden Neighbourhood Plan as at the time of assessment. 

However, following the completion of the committee report, the Examiner’s Report received on 

28 April 2022 concluded that the Saffron Walden Neighbourhood Plan meets all the basic 

conditions and all other requirements and subject to recommended modifications can procced to 

Referendum. 

The main modifications recommended by the Examiner are currently being prepared made to the 

Plan prior to issuing a Decision Statement to proceed to a Referendum.  

Taking into consideration the final comments made by the Examiner and that the Neighbourhood 

Plan has further advanced in the process of being ‘made’, the Council concluded that limited to 

moderate weight can be provided to the Saffron Walden Neighbourhood Plan.  

Below is a list of the most relevant polices contained in the Saffron Walden Neighbourhood Plan 

that are relevant to the proposals in which the Council consider necessary for the Inspector to 

provide weight to in the assessment of the application: 

• Policy SW1 Policy Site Allocations 

• Policy SW2 Protection of Views 

• Policy SW3 Site Allocation – Land at Viceroy Coaches, to rear of 10 – 12 Bridge Street 

• Policy SW4 Housing Mix on New Developments 

• Policy SW5 Affordable Housing 

• Policy Affordable Housing 

• Policy SW6 Housing Density 

• Policy SW7 Design 

• Policy SW8 Parking on New Developments 

• Policy SW9 Energy Efficient and Sustainable Design 

• Policy SW10 Accessible and Adaptable Homes 

• Policy SW13 17 Market Hill & 29-31 Church Street 

• Policy SW18 High Quality Communications Infrastructure 

• Policy SW19 Ecological Requirements for all New Domestic and Commercial 

Developments 

• Policy SW20 Promoting Walking and Cycling 

• Policy SW21 Travel Planning 
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• Policy SW22 Improving Provision of Public Transport  

• Policy SW23 Vehicular Transport 

• Policy SW25 Playing Fields and Sports Halls 

• Policy SW27 Open Space for Informal Recreation 

• Policy SW29 Land of Value to the Natural Environment 

• Planning SW30 Arts and Cultural Facilities 

• Planning SW31 Education 

• Planning SW32 Healthcare 

 

The Council below have provided an extract of each of the above policies contained within the 

submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan that was recently examined and the comments 

provided by the examiner in relation to the policies in respect to potential modifications for the 

Inspectors information.   
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