
Criminal Justice 

Statistics, 2021

England and Wales

Overview

Out of court disposals
Out of court disposals continue to decrease, whilst community resolutions remain 25% higher 

than 2019. 

Prosecutions and convictions
1.11 million defendants were prosecuted at magistrates’ courts in 2021, 16% more than 2020, 

but still 19% fewer that 2019. 

Sentencing

Remands

Number of defendants prosecuted, 2019-2021

The number of offenders sentenced at all courts rose by 18% in the latest year to 962,000, 

remaining 19% lower than 2019.

Motoring
Prosecutions and convictions for motoring offences increased by 22% each over the last year, 

with sentencing following the same trend. 

1.31 million individuals were prosecuted

or given an out of court disposal in 2020 

Average 

fine in 2020

£341

Custodial sentences rose by 5% to 64,900 in 

2021. Custody rate fell by 1pp to 7% when 

compared to 2020, but remains higher than 

2019 where custody rate was 6%.

Community resolutions Penalty Notices for Disorder Cautions

5% 16%

Summary

motoring

Summary

non-motoring

Indictable

2% 17% 21%

Changes in prosecutions by offence type

Sentencing outcomes for all 

offenders*, indictable offences, 2021

94%

The majority of motoring 

offences were dealt with 

by a fine in 2021.

Custody rate for motoring 

offences causing death or injury

60%

The number of sentenced 

offenders directly disqualified 

for motoring offences increased 

31% to 78,800 in 2021.

*includes companies, public bodies, etc.

11% greater than in 2020

17% lower than 2019

Since 2020

25%

Since 2019

23%33% 11%

Since 2020 Since 2019 Since 2020 Since 2019
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Changes from 2020 to 2021

Prosecutions Convictions

16% 17%

Summary

motoring

Summary

non-motoring

Indictable

14% 38% 5%

Changes in prosecutions by offence type

Changes from 2019 to 2021

Prosecutions Convictions

19% 20%

Average custodial sentence length (months)

Overall
Indictable 

offences

Summary 

offences

21.9 24.9 2.9

3.4
2020

3.8 0.2
2020 2020

32%

19%

21% 17%

11%

Remanded 

in custody

Remanded 

on bail

Not 

remanded

Police (prior to 

court)

Magistrates' 

Court

Crown Court

71 76 78 74 77 80 82 83
77 79

20 23 27 31 28

19
15 14

15 14
16 14 13

18 17

45 41 36 29 35

10 9 8 11 9
4 4 4 5 4

35 36 37 40 37
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The proportion of defendants 

remanded in custody returns to 

pre-pandemic levels. 

Defendants remanded in custody by police was 

1pp higher than 2019, whilst those remanded in 

custody at all courts was the same as 2019. 

Custody rate

Overall
Indictable 

offences

Summary 

offences

7% 32% 1%

ALL

IN
D

SUM

Fines remained the 

most common sentence 

overall in 2021.

23%
Other 

sentence 

types

77%
Fines

273.3 241.3 243.7 206.7 210.2

1128.7 1148.2 1130.4

751.7
897.3

246.6 220.5 209.3

226.7
204.5
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Over 12 months to life
Over 6 months and up to 12 months
Up to and including 6 months86,000

65,000

Offenders sentenced (thousands) to immediate 

custody by sentence length, 2017 to 2021


