
 
Additional Information for Applicants 
on UK5G, the UK’s 5G Innovation 
Network 
 
This document is provided to applicants for the UK Telecoms Innovation Network 
Competition and should be regarded as part of the Application Guidance issued by 
DCMS. Applicants should regard this document as commercial-in-confidence and it 
should only be shared within organisations and with other consortium members on 
the basis that it is treated as commercial-in-confidence and not shared more widely. 
 
The UK5G Innovation Network (UK5G) is a national innovation network dedicated to the 
promotion of research, collaboration, and the commercial application of 5G in the UK.  
 
As described on the UK5G website: “UK5G is the national innovation network dedicated to 
the promotion of research, collaboration and the industrial application of 5G in the UK. Its 
mission is to ensure that the UK is at the forefront of global 5G development.” 
 
It was created to facilitate and encourage the engagement and coordination of organisations 
working on 5G activities across the UK. It enhances links between ongoing R&D and other 
activities being undertaken by organisations across telecoms and other sectors. 
 
Cambridge Wireless, in partnership with the Knowledge Transfer Network and TM Forum, 
run the network. A senior national advisory board steers the activities of UK5G, and also 
advises the 5G Testbeds and Trials (5GTT) Programme in DCMS, providing expert feedback 
from industry, identifying their priorities and advising on potential future areas of focus. 
 
UK5G is a hub for 5G content in the UK, sharing knowledge and building the 5G ecosystem. 
It is also running, has a presence at, or supports and promotes a number of events.  A 
number of advisory board working groups are working on key issues, such as deployment in 
key industrial sectors and international positioning. 
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1. UK5G Objectives and Current Requirements  
The objectives of the UK5G Innovation Network include: 

● to develop the 5G Ecosystem;  
● to advance the UK’s capabilities in exploiting 5G technology; 
● to increase domestic and inbound investment in 5G in the UK;  
● to achieve the timely deployment and take up of 5G in the UK;  
● to support the Government’s objectives regarding the diversification of the 

telecommunications supply chain; 
● any other objectives agreed between parties from time to time. 

 
In financial year 2021/22 UK5G has been awarded £1,342,932.14 of grant funding. With this 
funding they have delivered the following:  
 

● Maintaining the UK5G Website, social channels and associated knowledge sharing 
and marketing activities, including regular newsletters. 

● Developing, launching and maintaining Vertical Sector campaign hubs (Creative 
Industries, Manufacturing, Transport & Logistics, Health & Social Care) with 
accompanying outreach campaigns and event series and a new Place hub on the 
UK5G website with accompanying event series. 

● Consultation work into 5G Safety and the creation of a range of assets including 
Local authority toolkits 

● Facilitating the coordination and engagement of organisations working on 5G 
activities in the UK (including all streams of the 5G Programme), promoting and 
supporting relevant events - and in some cases delivering events. 

● Coordinating and supporting the work of the UK5G Advisory Board and all its 
Working Groups 

● Supporting inter-project collaboration activities 
● Publishing 4 editions of the UK5G Innovation Briefing magazine 
● Research Work into N77  
● Open RAN R&D workshops, and consultation 
● Diversification international round table 
● DCIA briefing session and matchmaking events 
● Fibre in Water briefing session 
● Delivering The UK’s 5G Showcase event in March 2022 

 



2. UK5G Membership Database  
The UK5G Innovation Network (UK5G) was created to boost and strengthen the 
development of the 5G ecosystem in the UK. The network currently has over 5,000 
registered members from more than 1800 organisations.  
 
The full list of members of UK5G can be found on their website here. The list of 
organisations affiliated with UK5G can be found here.  
 
The UK5G membership breaks down as follows: 

● 11% of members are from the public sector  
● 49% of members are from the private sector 
● 7% of members are from academia 
● 33% of members are from other organisations or have not specified their 

organisation 
 

3. UK5G Advisory Board  
The UK5G Advisory Board is made up of industry, public sector and academic 
representatives and a cross-section of stakeholders in the 5G community and across the 
sectors.  It plays an important role in informing the operations of UK5G, championing the 
opportunities for 5G in the UK, providing independent, impartial advice to the Government as 
it develops its strategic policy and support for 5G.  
 
The Advisory Board is made up of members who have volunteered their time to participate in 
the board and its associated activities. Once the UKTIN organisation has been selected it 
will be down to them to agree if the board and its members would be asked to continue. If so 
UK5G will reach out to the board to ask them if they would still like to participate in the 
activities of the new UKTIN advisory board.  
 
The board is currently chaired by Ros Singleton. Current membership of the board is listed 
on the UK5G site here.  
 

4. UK5G Working Groups  
 
The purpose of each UK5G working group is to understand specific needs and challenges in 
the UK’s 5G ecosystem and to develop practical ways of overcoming these. They form an 
essential part of UK5G’s mission to drive the promotion of research, collaboration and 
commercial application of 5G in the UK. The current groups are as follows:  
 

● SMEs and Regions (view WG members) 
● Connected Places (view WG members) 
● International (view WG members) 
● Testbed & Trials (view WG members) 

https://uk5g.org/connect/the-members/
https://uk5g.org/connect/the-organisations/
https://uk5g.org/about/the-team/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/local-enterprise-partnership-smes-working-group/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/connected-places-working-group/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/international-working-group/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/testbeds-and-trials-working-group/


● Manufacturing (view WG members) 
● Creative Industries (view WG members) 
● Security (view WG members) 
● Climate & Environment (view WG members) 

  
Each working group is steered by a chair and co-chair or deputy chair. The UK5G delivery 
team provides secretariat support to these autonomous groups.  
 
Similar to the advisory board the working group members all attend on a voluntary basis so 
will need to be consulted as to whether they wish to participate with the new UKTIN 
organsation once the competition has been concluded.  
 

5. Events Presence  
 
UK5G uses its website to promote industry events and to date that includes over 500 events.  
 
The organisation has developed relationships with various event companies and 
organisations to negotiate discounted rates for members and opportunities for 5GTT projects 
and Advisory Board members to speak and participate.  This extends beyond supply-side 
events to encompass demand-side events also. 
 
Please see in annex A for a list of events UK5G has promoted or been involved with.  
 
 
 
 

6. UK5G Engagement with Members & Metrics  
UK5G has a number of methods it uses to communicate with its members and the wider 
telecoms community. Listed below are some of those methods.   
 

https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/manufacturing-working-group/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/creative-industries/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/security-working-group/
https://uk5g.org/about/working-groups/climate-environment/


 
 
 

Website  

 
The UK5G proprietary digital platform is developed using Python's open-sourced Django 
framework. With a robust content management system at the heart of the digital ecosystem, the 
UK5G team can add, moderate, remove, and edit 5G content without a technical team or 
technical knowledge. In addition, the website is optimised for all devices to ensure that the UK5G 
audience can get the necessary information efficiently and without frustration. As well as 
providing a range of engagement tools to encourage participation and discussion, a purpose-built 
members-only area enables users to create, categorise and publish multimedia-rich content 
rapidly. 
 
A web design and development digital agency, OSM Group, has been retained by UK5G 
since the website’s inception to provide ongoing technical and design support for the site 



including remedial work as required, site monitoring, ongoing support and training, and 
proactive development as requested.   
 
 
 
Key areas of the website  
 
The UK5G site offers a wealth of resources, articles and information about 5G and telecoms 
related subjects. We would recommend bidders taking a look at the website and reading 
through some of the content on there to get a real feel for the site and how it is structured. 
However some key areas to highlight are:  
 

● Place hub 
○ The place hub on the site is a dedicated area for Place Leaders and Makers.  

Designed to be both practical and pragmatic it provides guidance on how to 
successfully deploy 5G in a place or region. 

○ To curate this UK5G spoke to local authorities and LEPs across the UK to 
create a range of assets, guides and documents that focus on four key areas: 
Local Community Engagement; Infrastructure; Coordination, Leadership & 
Execution; Procurement & Partnerships. The hub also includes a series of 
recorded panel sessions with individuals from both public and private sector 
organisations who have valuable experience to share.  

○ The place hub is available here.  
● Sector Pages 

○ In 2021 UK5G developed and deployed 4 sector campaigns across their 
multiple channels. On the UK5G website 4 knowledge hubs were created 
which covered the Creative Industries, Manufacturing, Transport & Logistics, 
and Health and Social Care.  

○ This included a number of events which were recorded and added to the 
relevant sector hubs. 

● Project Pages  
○ In early 2022 UK5G updated the Projects section of the website to distinguish 

between adoption and diversification projects.  There is now a new section to 
capture project insights which is being built out as the projects in the 5GTT 
programme reach their conclusion. 

 
● Supplier Directory  

○ In 2020 the Supplier Directory was added to the UK5G site. This was 
intended to outline a list of vendors who want to support DCMS’ 5G 
innovation projects, so suppliers could publicise their offer to potential 5G 
trialists and also to enterprises wishing to develop private network solutions. 
This aimed to increase the efficiency in building effective 5G innovation trials 
within the UK. 

○ The directory now has over 180 organisations signed up to it. 
○ The Directory is also seen as a useful asset for DIT to support the promotion 

of UK capability internationally, and provides a tool that can support the 
Telecoms Diversification policy work.  

https://uk5g.org/discover/places/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5g-industry/creative-industries/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5g-industry/manufacturing/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5g-industry/transport-logistics/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5g-industry/health-social-care/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5G-projects/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5G-projects/testbeds-and-trials/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5G-projects/5G-Diversification-Projects/
https://uk5g.org/discover/5G-projects/5G-projects-insights/
https://uk5g.org/5g-supplier-directory/grid/


○ The most recent addition to the supplier directory has been the development 
of interactive visualisations of a typical 5G workflow, showing how the 

○ different parts fit together, and which suppliers support which part of the 
workflow. These are in the creative industries, mobility, manufacturing, 
telecommunications and healthcare. Which are available to view here.  

 
 
Newsletters  
 
The UK5G team produces and distributes an editorial newsletter to its members fortnightly. 
This includes articles from the wider ecosystem, notifications about upcoming events, a 
spotlight on individual projects work and a lot more.  An example of what the newsletter 
looks like is available here.  In addition to this, a weekly News & Events newsletter is 
distributed weekly to all members, promoting key articles and upcoming events. 
81% of UK5G members have opted in to receive email newsletters. 
 
Direct mailings  
 
As well as newsletters UK5G will from time to time send direct mailings to the membership 
database to notify them about something specific be that a recent announcement or an 
upcoming event to draw people’s attention to sign up.  
 
Mailings are also carried out through delivery partners separate customer databases.  
 
Social Media  
 
UK5G has an active presence on social media this includes:  
 
Linkedin  
Twitter  
 
The most recent stats on social media presence are included in annex B.  
 
UK5G Innovation Briefing magazine  
 
Printed quarterly, the Innovation Briefing is published by UK5G as a way of highlighting the 
work happening within the world of 5G here in the UK. Each issue features insight and 
commentary on the latest developments coming out of the wide variety of active 5G trials. 
There have been 8 editions of the magazine at the time of writing.  
 
Previous editions of the Innovation Briefing are available to view online here.  
 
The UK5G innovation Briefing is produced under contract with an editorial panel formed of 
UK5G and DCMS personnel.  
 
 
 
 

https://uk5g.org/5g-supplier-directory/supplier-directory-animations/
https://cambridgewireless.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/j/FC7CC4F22D292FF92540EF23F30FEDED/89AE144323784FC3DCC9454293137CA2?alternativeLink=False
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uk5g/
https://twitter.com/UK_5G
https://uk5g.org/5g-updates/research/uk5g-innovation-briefing-past-issues/


7. Transitioning information  
 

● Website  
o The website is currently housed on a cloud hosting platform (Digital Ocean).  
o If the UKTIN organisation wishes to continue operation of the existing UK5G site, a 

similar arrangement  might be negotiated with the current web design and 
development digital agency.   

 
o If the UKTIN organisation would prefer to move over to another platform, all content 

from the existing UK5G site can be transferred over as part of the UK5G sunsetting 
transition work package.   
 

● Member Data  
As part of the handover process, irrespective of which option was chosen, UK5G 
would contact all registered members and invite them to approve the transfer of their 
data to the UKTIN organisation to ensure GDPR compliance.  This is in line with the 
UK5G Privacy Policy which is set out here: https://uk5g.org/privacy-policy/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Team structure 
 



 
The core team of UK5G is listed on the website here.  

https://uk5g.org/about/the-team/


9. Annexes  
 
Annex A: Events List  

 
 

 
 
 



 
 



 



Annex B: Recent Marketing Metrics 
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