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Please note: PHE has adjusted its approach to test positivity and testing rate metrics. Previously, any repeat tests for individuals since pandemic onset had 
been deduplicated. As the likelihood of individuals being tested multiple times has increased over time, test positivity and testing rate data are now deduplicated 
within each 7-day window. This change has been made in all OST outputs as of 20/10/2020 and applied retrospectively.

Please note: As of 13/10/2020, denominator data for case and testing rates have been updated to 2019 mid-year population estimates. 

Throughout the SAR:
Lower tier local authorities is used to represent local authority districts, unitary authorities, metropolitan district and London boroughs,
Upper tier local authorities is used to represent counties, metropolitan counties, London boroughs and unitary authorities



Average weekly case rates per 100,000 population by LA
Data for specimens taken between 17 October and 23 October (7 day) and 10 October and 23 October (14 day)

Local Authorities with the highest rate

Rate Rate

Blackburn with Darwen 789.6 Rochdale 611.9

Rossendale 672.9 Knowsley 591.3

Oldham 660.9 Barnsley 566.3

Wigan 638 Bolton 556.8

Salford 622.4 Doncaster 530

Local Authorities with the highest rate

Rate Rate

Blackburn with Darwen 1316.7 Rochdale 1099.8

Knowsley 1258.8 Wigan 1096.9

Rossendale 1145.7 Oldham 1089.4

Nottingham 1144.2 Salford 1059

Liverpool 1118.2 Burnley 993



Cumulative case rates 
(up to 23 October 2020) 

Cumulative rate of Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 COVID-19 cases (per 100,000) 

by upper-tier local authority in England* (n=744,127)

Excludes 14,934 COVID-19 cases for whom geographical information is to be 

confirmed. 

Rate

Knowsley 3853.2

Blackburn with Darwen 3730.9

Liverpool 3537.9

Oldham 3497.5

Manchester 3304.1

Rochdale 3300.6

Bolton 3186.9

Nottingham 3116.6

Bradford 3104.4

Bury 2947.3

Salford 2917.7

St. Helens 2836.3

Leicester 2794.6

Wigan 2763.6

Tameside 2716.6

Local Authorities with the highest 

cumulative rate







Average weekly case rates for individuals aged 59 and over per 100,000 population by LA
Data for specimens taken between 17 October and 23 October (7 day) and 10 October and 23 October (14 day)

Rate Rate

Salford 543.7 Oldham 490.3

Rochdale 543.1 Rossendale 480.8

Wigan 538 Liverpool 477.1

Blackburn with Darwen 503.3 Doncaster 469.2

Knowsley 502.3 Barnsley 444.9



Testing: Individuals testing positive per 100 tests
Data for specimens taken between 17 October and 23 October (7 day) and 10 October and 23 October (14 day)

Local Authorities with the highest percentages

% %

Blackburn with Darwen 19.3 Stockton-on-Tees 17.4

Bolton 18.3 Rossendale 17.3

Wigan 18 Rochdale 17.2

Oldham 17.6 Bury 16.6

Salford 17.5 Knowsley 16.6

Local Authorities with the highest percentages

% %

Blackburn with Darwen 17.7 Wigan 16.4

Nottingham 17.5 Rochdale 16.3

Liverpool 17.3 Salford 16.3

Bolton 16.9 Stockton-on-Tees 16.2

Knowsley 16.6 Rossendale 16



Testing: Individuals tested per 100,000 population per day
Data for specimens taken between 17 October and 23 October (7 day) and 10 October and 23 October (14 day)

Local Authorities with the highest rate

Rate Rate

Blackpool 646 Hammersmith and Fulham 576.2

Blackburn with Darwen 625.4 Knowsley 570.6

Southampton 619 Sefton 568.9

Preston 600.9 Oldham 567.2

Rossendale 582 Barnsley 552.5

Local Authorities with the highest rate

Rate Rate

Knowsley 595.3 Hammersmith and Fulham 558

Southampton 585.7 Preston 542.4

Blackpool 569.5 West Lancashire 533.6

Blackburn with Darwen 568.7 Pendle 532.9

Sefton 558.4 Rossendale 532.4



Case rate across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – selected ages

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Case rate across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – selected ages

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Percentage of individuals testing positive across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – selected ages

Data up to the 23 October 2020

Test positivity and testing rate metrics based on updated methodology from 20th October



Percentage of individuals testing positive across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – selected ages

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Individuals tested across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – selected ages

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Individuals tested across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – selected ages

Data up to the 23 October 2020









Percentage of individuals testing positive across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – young people  

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Percentage of individuals testing positive across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – young people  

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Individuals tested across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – young people 

Data up to the 23 October 2020



Individuals tested across both pillars 1 and 2 (weekly) – young people 

Data up to the 23 October 2020





















Bed occupancy - top 6 NHS Trusts with highest number of active COVID-19 cases

Source: NHS Foundry – 28/10/2020

Liverpool University Hospitals FT

University Hospitals Birmingham FT

Nottingham University Hospitals  

Leeds Teaching Hospitals

Pennine Acute Hospitals

Sheffield Teaching Hospitals FT 



COVID-19 Diagnoses in hospitals 

Source: NHS Foundry – 28/10/2020

Total COVID-19 diagnoses in hospitals over time (England)



NHS Staff absence (COVID related and total absence)

Source: NHS Foundry – 28/10/2020

North West North East and Yorkshire Midlands

Staff absence over time (all staff)

Covid related absence includes absence due to both sickness and self isolation





Rate of deaths within 60 days of a COVID-19 test
(22 October 2020 to 28 October 2020)

A total of 1319 COVID-19 related deaths in England within 60 days of a 

COVID-19 test have been reported from 22 October 2020 to 28 October 

2020

Rates* of Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 COVID-19 related deaths (per 100,000) by 

upper-tier local authority, England* (n=1235)

*Excludes 84 COVID-19 related deaths with geographical information to be confirmed.  

Rate

Knowsley 14.6

Wigan 11.3

Doncaster 10.9

Warrington 10.0

Oldham 8.4

Gateshead 8.4

Liverpool 8.2

St. Helens 7.8

Halton 7.7

Sunderland 7.6

Hartlepool 7.5

Bury 7.3

Sefton 7.2

Barnsley 6.9

Darlington 6.6

Local Authorities with the highest rate



Rate of deaths within 28 days of a COVID-19 test
Cumulative from the 29 June to 20 October 2020

A total of 4,384  COVID-19 related deaths in England have 

occurred since 29 June 2020 (week 27).

Rates* of Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 COVID-19 related deaths (per 

100,000) by upper-tier local authority, England* (n=4,306)

*Excludes 78 COVID-19 related deaths with geographical information to be 

confirmed.

Rate

Tameside 53.9

Liverpool 32.3

Sefton 28.6

Sunderland 28.4

Knowsley 26.5

South Tyneside 25.8

Wigan 24.9

Rochdale 24.7

Darlington 24.3

Gateshead 21.8

Warrington 21.4

Halton 20.9

Salford 20.1

Doncaster 19.9

Bolton 19.8

Local Authorities with the highest rate



Rate of deaths within 60 days of a COVID-19 test
Cumulative from the 29 June to 20 October 2020

A total of 5,824 COVID-19 related deaths in England have 

occurred since 29 June 2020 (week 27).

Rates* of Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 COVID-19 related deaths (per 

100,000) by upper-tier local authority, England* (n=5,744)

*Excludes 80 COVID-19 related deaths with geographical information to be 

confirmed.

Rate

Tameside 65.3

Liverpool 34.7

Sefton 32.2

Sunderland 30.6

South Tyneside 30.5

Knowsley 29.8

Darlington 29.0

Wigan 28.3

Rochdale 27.4

Gateshead 25.7

Doncaster 24.4

Warrington 23.8

Bolton 23.3

Bury 22.5

Halton 22.4

Local Authorities with the highest rate



Contact tracing – 7 day
Data extracted 26 October 2020 – data up to 25 October 2020

Median number of individual contacts per case by 

lower-tier local authority, England, overall from 19 

October to 25 October 2020 (NHS Test and Trace). 

Note this excludes contacts identified as part of 

complex situations managed by Level 1.



Contact tracing – 7 day
Data extracted 26 October 2020 – data up to 25 October 2020

Median number of contacts 

per case by setting 

(household or other) by 

lower-tier local authority, 

England, overall from 19 

October to 25 October 2020 

(NHS Test and Trace). 

Note that contacts with 

unknown geography are 

assigned to the upper-tier 

local authority of the case 

that identified them.



Contact tracing – 7 day
Data extracted 26 October 2020 – data up to 25 October 2020

Proportion of cases and 

contacts completing contact 

tracing by lower-tier local 

authority, England, overall 

from 19 October to 25 

October 2020 (NHS Test 

and Trace). 

Note that contacts with 

unknown geography are 

assigned to the upper-tier 

local authority of the case 

that identified them.



Contact tracing – cumulative
Data extracted 26 October 2020 – data up to 25 October 2020

Median number of individual contacts per case by 

lower-tier local authority, England, overall from 28 May 

to 25 October 2020 (NHS Test and Trace). 

Note this excludes contacts identified as part of 

complex situations managed by Level 1.



Contact tracing – cumulative
Data extracted 26 October 2020 – data up to 25 October 2020

Median number of contacts per 

case by setting (household or 

other) by lower-tier local 

authority, England, overall from 

28 May to 25 October 2020 

(NHS Test and Trace). 

Note that contacts with 

unknown geography are 

assigned to the upper-tier local 

authority of the case that 

identified them.



Contact tracing – cumulative
Data extracted 26 October 2020 – data up to 25 October 2020

Proportion of cases and 

contacts completing contact 

tracing by lower-tier local 

authority, England, overall 

from 28 May to 25 October 

2020 (NHS Test and Trace). 

Note that contacts with 

unknown geography are 

assigned to the upper-tier 

local authority of the case 

that identified them.



Locally supported contact tracing
Data extracted 27 October 2020



Enhanced contact tracing 

Exposure setting for all reported contacts
(Data source: NHS Test and Trace)

Data extracted 22 October 2020
*’Other (combined)’ categories are defined on the next slide

type exposure_group_type n

Activity Event Shopping 16130

Activity Event Eating out 12761

Work Or Education Event Attending childcare educational setting 9879

Activity Event Exercising 5009

Work Or Education Event Healthcare 4226

Work Or Education Event Other occupational sector 4012

Activity Event Visiting friends or relatives 3866

Activity Event Other 3528

Household Event Living alone or with family 3425

Activity Event Entertainment and day trips 3282

Work Or Education Event Manufacturing or construction 3006

Work Or Education Event Teaching and education 2572

Work Or Education Event Retail sector 2567

Activity Event Travel and commuting 2498

Work Or Education Event Hospitality 2312

Activity Event Other (combined) 4086

Household Event Other (combined) 5691

Work Or Education Event Other (combined) 7698



Enhanced contact tracing 

Exposure setting for all reported contacts
(Data source: NHS Test and Trace)

Data extracted 22 October 2020

“Other (combined)” categories include

type exposure_group_type

Activity Event Community and charity activities

Activity Event Personal care

Activity Event Private events and celebrations

Activity Event Public events and mass gathering

Activity Event Sport events

Activity Event Visiting a health or social care setting for non covid 19 reasons

Activity Event Visiting a military setting

Activity Event Visiting a prison or detention facility

Activity Event Worship and prayer

Household Event Other

Household Event Shared

Household Event Supported living

Work Or Education Event Arts entertainment or recreation

Work Or Education Event Civil service or government

Work Or Education Event Close contact services

Work Or Education Event Critical national infrastructure

Work Or Education Event Emergency services

Work Or Education Event Financial services

Work Or Education Event Food production

Work Or Education Event Immigration border services

Work Or Education Event Information and communication

Work Or Education Event Military

Work Or Education Event Prison

Work Or Education Event Social care

Work Or Education Event Teaching and education

Work Or Education Event Transport

Work Or Education Event Warehouse or distribution

Work Or Education Event Work travel or activity outside workplace



International flights reported through enhanced contact tracing
Data extracted 28 August 2020

1,0851 cases completed enhanced contact tracing,  

 

Please note that these reflect travel reported and not confirmed sources of infection

Enhanced contract tracing is undertaken to identify potential sources of infection, as well as individuals whom a case may have infected. 

This involves asking cases about their exposures/contacts from day 3-7 prior to onset of symptoms (or test date if the case is 

asymptomatic).

Data extracted from NHS Test and Trace at 04:30, 28/08/2020. 

















































North West 40 12%

Allerdale                                                                                   2 1%

Blackburn with Darwen                                                                               2 1%

Carlisle                                                                                    1 0%

Chester                                                                                     1 0%

Crewe and Nantwich                                                                          1 0%

Halton                                                                                              1 0%

Hyndburn                                                                                    1 0%

Knowsley                                                                                    3 1%

Liverpool                                                                                   5 2%

Macclesfield                                                                                1 0%

Manchester                                                                                  2 1%

Preston                                                                                     1 0%

Ribble Valley 1 0%

Rossendale                                                                                  1 0%

Sefton                                                                                      4 1%

St. Helens                                                                                  3 1%

Tameside                                                                                    1 0%

Warrington                                                                                          2 1%

West Lancashire                                                                             1 0%

(blank) 6 2%

East Midlands 33 10%

Amber Valley                                                                                1 0%

Ashfield                                                                                    1 0%

Bassetlaw                                                                                   1 0%

Blaby                                                                                       1 0%

Bolsover                                                                                    1 0%

Broxtowe                                                                                    3 1%

Charnwood                                                                                   1 0%

Chesterfield                                                                                2 1%

Corby                                                                                       2 1%

Daventry                                                                                    1 0%

Derby                                                                                       1 0%

Derbyshire Dales                                                                            1 0%

East Lindsey                                                                                1 0%

Erewash                                                                                     1 0%

Leicester                                                                                   1 0%

Mansfield                                                                                   1 0%

Newark and Sherwood                                                                         3 1%

North Kesteven                                                                              2 1%

North West Leicestershire                                                                   2 1%

Northampton                                                                                 1 0%

Nottingham                                                                                  2 1%

Rushcliffe                                                                                  1 0%

South Derbyshire                                                                            1 0%

Wellingborough                                                                              1 0%

South East 30 9%

Adur                                                                                        1 0%

Aylesbury Vale                                                                              1 0%

Bracknell Forest                                                                                    1 0%

Cherwell                                                                                    1 0%

Crawley                                                                                     1 0%

Dover                                                                                       1 0%

East Hampshire                                                                              1 0%

Eastleigh                                                                                   1 0%

Eastbourne                                                                                  1 0%

Elmbridge                                                                                   1 0%

Fareham                                                                                     1 0%

Guildford                                                                                   1 0%

Havant                                                                                      1 0%

Maidstone                                                                                   1 0%

Medway                                                                                              2 1%

Mid Sussex                                                                                  1 0%

Reigate and Banstead                                                                        2 1%

Slough                                                                                              1 0%

South Bucks                                                                                 1 0%

Southampton 1 0%

Spelthorne                                                                                  1 0%

Tonbridge and Malling                                                                       1 0%

Waverley                                                                                    2 1%

West Berkshire                                                                                      1 0%

West Oxfordshire                                                                            1 0%

Windsor and Maidenhead                                                                              1 0%

(blank) 1 0%

South West 28 8%

Bristol                                                                                     6 2%

Caradon                                                                                     1 0%

Carrick                                                                                     1 0%

Exeter                                                                                      1 0%

Gloucester                                                                                  1 0%

Mid Devon                                                                                   1 0%

North Somerset                                                                                      2 1%

Plymouth                                                                                    1 0%

Poole                                                                                               1 0%

Salisbury                                                                                   1 0%

South Gloucestershire                                                                               1 0%

Swindon                                                                                             2 1%

Taunton Deane                                                                               1 0%

Torbay                                                                                              1 0%

West Somerset                                                                               1 0%

West Wiltshire                                                                              1 0%

Wiltshire 1 0%

(blank) 4 1%

East of England 10 3%

Braintree                                                                                   1 0%

Cambridge                                                                                   1 0%

Colchester                                                                                  2 1%

Fenland                                                                                     1 0%

Mid Bedfordshire                                                                            1 0%

Norwich                                                                                     1 0%

Peterborough                                                                                1 0%

Three Rivers                                                                                1 0%

Welwyn Hatfield                                                                             1 0%

North East 7 2%

Alnwick                                                                                     1 0%

Derwentside                                                                                 1 0%

Easington                                                                                   1 0%

Northumberland 1 0%

Sedgefield                                                                                  1 0%

Sunderland                                                                                  1 0%

(blank) 1 0%

Grand Total 333 100%

PHE Centre and Local Authority

Number of 

outbreaks %

London 75 23%

Barking and Dagenham                                                                     2 1%

Brent                                                                                    1 0%

Camden 2 1%

City of London 6 2%

Ealing                                                                                   4 1%

Enfield                                                                                  5 2%

Greenwich 1 0%

Hackney                                                                                  1 0%

Hammersmith and Fulham                                                                   4 1%

Havering                                                                                 2 1%

Hillingdon                                                                               4 1%

Hounslow                                                                                 3 1%

Islington                                                                                2 1%

Kensington and Chelsea                                                                   3 1%

Lambeth                                                                                  2 1%

Lewisham                                                                                 1 0%

Newham 2 1%

Southwark                                                                                2 1%

Tower Hamlets                                                                            7 2%

Waltham Forest                                                                           2 1%

Wandsworth                                                                               3 1%

Kingston upon Thames                                                                     1 0%

Southwark 1 0%

Westminster                                                                      14 4%

West Midlands 66 20%

Birmingham 17 5%

Herefordshire                                                                             2 1%

Coventry                                                                                    4 1%

Dudley 4 1%

East Staffordshire                                                                          2 1%

Malvern Hills                                                                               1 0%

Newcastle-under-Lyme                                                                        3 1%

North Shropshire                                                                            2 1%

North Warwickshire                                                                          3 1%

Nuneaton and Bedworth                                                                       1 0%

Sandwell                                                                                    4 1%

Shrewsbury and Atcham 1 0%

Solihull 4 1%

Stafford                                                                                    1 0%

Stratford-on-Avon                                                                           2 1%

Stoke-on-Trent 2 1%

Tamworth                                                                                    2 1%

Telford and Wrekin                                                                                  1 0%

Walsall                                                                                     4 1%

Wolverhampton 4 1%

Wychavon                                                                                    2 1%

Yorkshire and Humber 44 13%

Barnsley                                                                                    2 1%

Bradford                                                                                    4 1%

Calderdale                                                                                  3 1%

Doncaster                                                                                   2 1%

East Riding of Yorkshire                                                                            3 1%

Harrogate                                                                                   1 0%

Kirklees 5 2%

Leeds                                                                                       5 2%

North East Lincolnshire                                                                             1 0%

Rotherham                                                                                   5 2%

Mid Sussex                                                                                  1 0%

Reigate and Banstead                                                                        2 1%

Slough                                                                                              1 0%

South Bucks                                                                                 1 0%

Southampton 1 0%

Spelthorne                                                                                  1 0%

Tonbridge and Malling                                                                       1 0%

Waverley                                                                                    2 1%

West Berkshire                                                                                      1 0%

West Oxfordshire                                                                            1 0%

Windsor and Maidenhead                                                                              1 0%

(blank) 1 0%

South West 28 8%

Bristol                                                                                     6 2%

Caradon                                                                                     1 0%

Carrick                                                                                     1 0%

Exeter                                                                                      1 0%

Gloucester                                                                                  1 0%

Mid Devon                                                                                   1 0%

North Somerset                                                                                      2 1%

Plymouth                                                                                    1 0%

Poole                                                                                               1 0%

Salisbury                                                                                   1 0%

South Gloucestershire                                                                               1 0%

Swindon                                                                                             2 1%

Taunton Deane                                                                               1 0%

Torbay                                                                                              1 0%

West Somerset                                                                               1 0%

West Wiltshire                                                                              1 0%

Wiltshire 1 0%

(blank) 4 1%

East of England 10 3%

Braintree                                                                                   1 0%

Cambridge                                                                                   1 0%

Colchester                                                                                  2 1%

Fenland                                                                                     1 0%

Mid Bedfordshire                                                                            1 0%

Norwich                                                                                     1 0%

Peterborough                                                                                1 0%

Three Rivers                                                                                1 0%

Welwyn Hatfield                                                                             1 0%

North East 7 2%

Alnwick                                                                                     1 0%

Derwentside                                                                                 1 0%

Easington                                                                                   1 0%

Northumberland 1 0%

Sedgefield                                                                                  1 0%

Sunderland                                                                                  1 0%

(blank) 1 0%

Grand Total 333 100%

PHE Centre and Local Authority

Number of 

outbreaks %

London 75 23%

Barking and Dagenham                                                                     2 1%

Brent                                                                                    1 0%

Camden 2 1%

City of London 6 2%

Ealing                                                                                   4 1%

Enfield                                                                                  5 2%

Greenwich 1 0%

Hackney                                                                                  1 0%

Hammersmith and Fulham                                                                   4 1%

Havering                                                                                 2 1%

Hillingdon                                                                               4 1%

Hounslow                                                                                 3 1%

Islington                                                                                2 1%

Kensington and Chelsea                                                                   3 1%

Lambeth                                                                                  2 1%

Lewisham                                                                                 1 0%

Newham 2 1%

Southwark                                                                                2 1%

Tower Hamlets                                                                            7 2%

Waltham Forest                                                                           2 1%

Wandsworth                                                                               3 1%

Kingston upon Thames                                                                     1 0%

Southwark 1 0%

Westminster                                                                      14 4%

West Midlands 66 20%

Birmingham 17 5%

Herefordshire                                                                             2 1%

Coventry                                                                                    4 1%

Dudley 4 1%

East Staffordshire                                                                          2 1%

Malvern Hills                                                                               1 0%

Newcastle-under-Lyme                                                                        3 1%

North Shropshire                                                                            2 1%

North Warwickshire                                                                          3 1%

Nuneaton and Bedworth                                                                       1 0%

Sandwell                                                                                    4 1%

Shrewsbury and Atcham 1 0%

Solihull 4 1%

Stafford                                                                                    1 0%

Stratford-on-Avon                                                                           2 1%

Stoke-on-Trent 2 1%

Tamworth                                                                                    2 1%

Telford and Wrekin                                                                                  1 0%

Walsall                                                                                     4 1%

Wolverhampton 4 1%

Wychavon                                                                                    2 1%

Yorkshire and Humber 44 13%

Barnsley                                                                                    2 1%

Bradford                                                                                    4 1%

Calderdale                                                                                  3 1%

Doncaster                                                                                   2 1%

East Riding of Yorkshire                                                                            3 1%

Harrogate                                                                                   1 0%

Kirklees 5 2%

Leeds                                                                                       5 2%

North East Lincolnshire                                                                             1 0%

Rotherham                                                                                   5 2%

Sheffield                                                                                   7 2%

Wakefield 6 2%

North West 40 12%

Allerdale                                                                                   2 1%

Blackburn with Darwen                                                                               2 1%

Carlisle                                                                                    1 0%

Chester                                                                                     1 0%

Crewe and Nantwich                                                                          1 0%

Halton                                                                                              1 0%

Hyndburn                                                                                    1 0%

Knowsley                                                                                    3 1%

Liverpool                                                                                   5 2%

Macclesfield                                                                                1 0%

Manchester                                                                                  2 1%

Preston                                                                                     1 0%

Ribble Valley 1 0%

Rossendale                                                                                  1 0%

Sefton                                                                                      4 1%

St. Helens                                                                                  3 1%

Tameside                                                                                    1 0%

Warrington                                                                                          2 1%

West Lancashire                                                                             1 0%

(blank) 6 2%

East Midlands 33 10%

Amber Valley                                                                                1 0%

Ashfield                                                                                    1 0%

Bassetlaw                                                                                   1 0%

Blaby                                                                                       1 0%

Bolsover                                                                                    1 0%

Broxtowe                                                                                    3 1%

Charnwood                                                                                   1 0%

Chesterfield                                                                                2 1%

Corby                                                                                       2 1%

Daventry                                                                                    1 0%

Derby                                                                                       1 0%

Derbyshire Dales                                                                            1 0%

East Lindsey                                                                                1 0%

Erewash                                                                                     1 0%

Leicester                                                                                   1 0%

Mansfield                                                                                   1 0%

Newark and Sherwood                                                                         3 1%

North Kesteven                                                                              2 1%

North West Leicestershire                                                                   2 1%

Northampton                                                                                 1 0%

Nottingham                                                                                  2 1%

Rushcliffe                                                                                  1 0%

South Derbyshire                                                                            1 0%

Wellingborough                                                                              1 0%



Office 62 19%

Retailer 31 9%

Other 7 2%

Small retailers 11 3%

Supermarket 13 4%

Distributors and Transporters 26 8%

Food distributors 4 1%

Mail delivery 10 3%

Other 9 3%

Wholesalers 3 1%

First Responders 18 5%

Ambulance 6 2%

Fire 4 1%

Police 8 2%

Manufacturers and packers Food 17 5%

Abattoir 1 0%

Alcoholic beverage 1 0%

Bakery 1 0%

Confectionery 3 1%

Fruit and vegetable growers 1 0%

Fruit and Vegetables 2 1%

Meat products 1 0%

Other 5 2%

Ready Meals 2 1%

Restaurant and Caterers 12 4%

Other 1 0%

Pub/Club 5 2%

Restaurant/Café/Canteen 6 2%

Warehouses 4 1%

Military sites 4 1%

Air Force 2 1%

Navy 1 0%

Army 1 0%

Close Contact Services 3 1%

Beauty and Nail bars 1 0%

Hairdressers 2 1%

Grand Total 333 100%

Type of setting

Number of 

outbreaks %

Other 92 28%

Construction site 8 2%

Transport (Bus) 8 2%

GP surgery 7 2%

Car dealership/rental 5 2%

Waste management 5 2%

Bank 4 1%

Hospital 4 1%

Leisure Centre/ Gym 4 1%

Pharmacy 4 1%

Veterinary Services 4 1%

(blank) 4 1%

Court 3 1%

Estate agent 3 1%

Sports team 3 1%

Carers 2 1%

Cleaners 2 1%

Domiciliary care 2 1%

Energy provider 2 1%

Mechanics workshop 2 1%

Optician 2 1%

Power station 2 1%

Border forces 1 0%

Building contractors 1 0%

Care Home 1 0%

Dentist 1 0%

Engineering site 1 0%

Funeral directors 1 0%

Painting/coating service 1 0%

Probation hostel 1 0%

Shipyard 1 0%

Social care charity 1 0%

Transport (Train services) 1 0%

Auction House 1 0%

Manufacturers and packers Non Food 64 19%

Car manufacturer 9 3%

Chemical plant 1 0%

Electronics 1 0%

Engineering 11 3%







Cannock Chase                                                                               3 1%

Coventry                                                                                    1 0%

Dudley                                                                                      2 1%

East Staffordshire                                                                          1 0%

Herefordshire                                                                             1 0%

Lichfield                                                                                   1 0%

Malvern Hills                                                                               1 0%

Rugby                                                                                       1 0%

Sandwell                                                                                    6 3%

Shrewsbury and Atcham                                                                       1 0%

Solihull 4 2%

South Shropshire                                                                            1 0%

South Staffordshire 1 0%

Stafford                                                                                    1 0%

Stoke-on-Trent                                                                              1 0%

Stratford-on-Avon                                                                           1 0%

Tamworth                                                                                    1 0%

Walsall                                                                                     3 1%

Wolverhampton                                                                       2 1%

Worcester                                                                                   2 1%

South East 22 10%

Aylesbury Vale                                                                              1 0%

Chichester                                                                                  1 0%

Eastleigh                                                                                   1 0%

Gravesham 1 0%

Guildford                                                                                   1 0%

Medway                                                                                              1 0%

Mid Sussex                                                                                  1 0%

New Forest                                                                                  2 1%

Oxford                                                                                      2 1%

Portsmouth                                                                                  1 0%

Reigate and Banstead                                                                        1 0%

Rushmoor                                                                                    1 0%

Slough                                                                                              1 0%

Southampton                                                                                 1 0%

Test Valley                                                                                 1 0%

Wealden                                                                                     1 0%

Winchester                                                                                  1 0%

Windsor and Maidenhead                                                                              1 0%

Wokingham                                                                                           1 0%

Wycombe                                                                                     1 0%

South West 14 6%

Bournemouth                                                                                         1 0%

Bristol                                                                                     5 2%

East Devon                                                                                  1 0%

Exeter                                                                                      2 1%

North Devon                                                                                 1 0%

Restormel                                                                                   1 0%

South Gloucestershire                                                                               2 1%

West Wiltshire                                                                              1 0%

North East 14 6%

Durham                                                                                      1 0%

Middlesbrough                                                                                       3 1%

Redcar and Cleveland                                                                                2 1%

Sedgefield                                                                                  1 0%

Stockton-on-Tees                                                                                    1 0%

Sunderland                                                                                  1 0%

Wear Valley                                                                                 1 0%

(blank) 4 2%

London 12 5%

Barnet                                                                                   1 0%

Brent                                                                                    1 0%

Croydon                                                                                  1 0%

Ealing                                                                                   1 0%

Hackney                                                                                  2 1%

Harrow                                                                                   1 0%

Merton                                                                                   2 1%

Tower Hamlets 1 0%

Westminster                                                                      2 1%

East Midlands 10 4%

Ashfield                                                                                    1 0%

Bassetlaw                                                                                   1 0%

Charnwood                                                                                   1 0%

Erewash                                                                                     1 0%

High Peak                                                                                   1 0%

Hinckley and Bosworth                                                                       1 0%

Kettering                                                                                   1 0%

Lincoln                                                                                     1 0%

Northampton                                                                                 1 0%

West Lindsey                                                                                1 0%

East of England 6 3%

Babergh                                                                                     1 0%

Breckland                                                                                   1 0%

Forest Heath                                                                                1 0%

King's Lynn and West Norfolk 2 1%

St. Albans                                                                                  1 0%

Grand Total 227 100%

PHE Centre

Number of 

outbreaks %

North West 64 28%

Blackburn with Darwen                                                                               4 2%

Blackpool                                                                                           1 0%

Bolton                                                                                      3 1%

Burnley                                                                                     4 2%

Bury                                                                                        1 0%

Chester                                                                                     2 1%

Crewe and Nantwich                                                                          2 1%

Hyndburn                                                                                    2 1%

Knowsley                                                                                    1 0%

Lancaster 1 0%

Liverpool                                                                                   6 3%

Macclesfield                                                                                2 1%

Manchester                                                                                  1 0%

Ribble Valley                                                                               1 0%

Rossendale                                                                                  1 0%

Sefton                                                                                      6 3%

South Lakeland                                                                              1 0%

South Ribble                                                                                3 1%

St. Helens                                                                                  4 2%

Trafford                                                                                    1 0%

Warrington                                                                                          4 2%

Wigan                                                                                       1 0%

Wirral                                                                                      7 3%

(blank) 5 2%

Yorkshire and Humber 43 19%

Barnsley                                                                                    3 1%

Bradford                                                                                    3 1%

Calderdale                                                                                  1 0%

Doncaster                                                                                   1 0%

East Riding of Yorkshire                                                                            1 0%

Hambleton 1 0%

Kirklees                                                                                    2 1%

Leeds 13 6%

North East Lincolnshire                                                                             1 0%

North Lincolnshire                                                                                  2 1%

Rotherham                                                                                   5 2%

Exeter                                                                                      2 1%

North Devon                                                                                 1 0%

Restormel                                                                                   1 0%

South Gloucestershire                                                                               2 1%

West Wiltshire                                                                              1 0%

North East 14 6%

Durham                                                                                      1 0%

Middlesbrough                                                                                       3 1%

Redcar and Cleveland                                                                                2 1%

Sedgefield                                                                                  1 0%

Stockton-on-Tees                                                                                    1 0%

Sunderland                                                                                  1 0%

Wear Valley                                                                                 1 0%

(blank) 4 2%

London 12 5%

Barnet                                                                                   1 0%

Brent                                                                                    1 0%

Croydon                                                                                  1 0%

Ealing                                                                                   1 0%

Hackney                                                                                  2 1%

Harrow                                                                                   1 0%

Merton                                                                                   2 1%

Tower Hamlets 1 0%

Westminster                                                                      2 1%

East Midlands 10 4%

Ashfield                                                                                    1 0%

Bassetlaw                                                                                   1 0%

Charnwood                                                                                   1 0%

Erewash                                                                                     1 0%

High Peak                                                                                   1 0%

Hinckley and Bosworth                                                                       1 0%

Kettering                                                                                   1 0%

Lincoln                                                                                     1 0%

Northampton                                                                                 1 0%

West Lindsey                                                                                1 0%

East of England 6 3%

Babergh                                                                                     1 0%

Breckland                                                                                   1 0%

Forest Heath                                                                                1 0%

King's Lynn and West Norfolk 2 1%

St. Albans                                                                                  1 0%

Grand Total 227 100%

PHE Centre

Number of 

outbreaks %

North West 64 28%

Blackburn with Darwen                                                                               4 2%

Blackpool                                                                                           1 0%

Bolton                                                                                      3 1%

Burnley                                                                                     4 2%

Bury                                                                                        1 0%

Chester                                                                                     2 1%

Crewe and Nantwich                                                                          2 1%

Hyndburn                                                                                    2 1%

Knowsley                                                                                    1 0%

Lancaster 1 0%

Liverpool                                                                                   6 3%

Macclesfield                                                                                2 1%

Manchester                                                                                  1 0%

Ribble Valley                                                                               1 0%

Rossendale                                                                                  1 0%

Sefton                                                                                      6 3%

South Lakeland                                                                              1 0%

South Ribble                                                                                3 1%

St. Helens                                                                                  4 2%

Trafford                                                                                    1 0%

Warrington                                                                                          4 2%

Wigan                                                                                       1 0%

Wirral                                                                                      7 3%

(blank) 5 2%

Yorkshire and Humber 43 19%

Barnsley                                                                                    3 1%

Bradford                                                                                    3 1%

Calderdale                                                                                  1 0%

Doncaster                                                                                   1 0%

East Riding of Yorkshire                                                                            1 0%

Hambleton 1 0%

Kirklees                                                                                    2 1%

Leeds 13 6%

North East Lincolnshire                                                                             1 0%

North Lincolnshire                                                                                  2 1%

Rotherham                                                                                   5 2%

Selby 2 1%

Sheffield                                                                                   2 1%

Wakefield                                                                                   4 2%

York                                                                                                1 0%

(blank) 1 0%

West Midlands 42 19%

Birmingham                                                                                  4 2%

Bromsgrove                                                                                  2 1%

Cannock Chase 1 0%

Cannock Chase                                                                               3 1%

Coventry                                                                                    1 0%

Dudley                                                                                      2 1%

East Staffordshire                                                                          1 0%

Herefordshire                                                                             1 0%

Lichfield                                                                                   1 0%

Malvern Hills                                                                               1 0%

Rugby                                                                                       1 0%

Sandwell                                                                                    6 3%

Shrewsbury and Atcham                                                                       1 0%

Solihull 4 2%

South Shropshire                                                                            1 0%

South Staffordshire 1 0%

Stafford                                                                                    1 0%

Stoke-on-Trent                                                                              1 0%

Stratford-on-Avon                                                                           1 0%

Tamworth                                                                                    1 0%

Walsall                                                                                     3 1%

Wolverhampton                                                                       2 1%

Worcester                                                                                   2 1%

South East 22 10%

Aylesbury Vale                                                                              1 0%

Chichester                                                                                  1 0%

Eastleigh                                                                                   1 0%

Gravesham 1 0%

Guildford                                                                                   1 0%

Medway                                                                                              1 0%

Mid Sussex                                                                                  1 0%

New Forest                                                                                  2 1%

Oxford                                                                                      2 1%

Portsmouth                                                                                  1 0%

Reigate and Banstead                                                                        1 0%

Rushmoor                                                                                    1 0%

Slough                                                                                              1 0%

Southampton                                                                                 1 0%

Test Valley                                                                                 1 0%

Wealden                                                                                     1 0%
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Weekly report on Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) Situations reported to PHE

Methodology, data sources and limitations

• We report on new acute respiratory infection (ARI) situations reported to Health Protection Teams 

(HPTs) and entered on HPZone in the previous reporting week by setting and locality. 

• Daily and weekly aggregated surveillance reports are extracted from HPZone to generate the line 

listing. 

• The weekly extracts include situations reported in the previous epidemiological week (Monday to 

Sunday) by locality and context (setting e.g. school)

• Situations associated with Educational settings and Workplaces undergo further investigation. 

Individual case notes are reviewed by an epidemiologist and an assessment made about whether 

the criteria for a confirmed COVID-19 cluster or outbreak are met. See definitions.

• Situations associated with Educational settings, Workplaces, Other settings and Food Outlets/ 

Restaurants are also further classified into sub-categories by review of individual records.

• It is important to note that many of these situations remain live and so the description presented 

here may not necessarily be final.

• Due to the increasing volume of situations and the different methodologies in place in PHE 

regions, the situations captured by HPT represent a subset of all ongoing clusters and outbreaks 

in England rather than an exhaustive listing.

• Of note a national school helpline started operating on 17 September 2020 and a Universities 

helpline started operating on 7 October. This is likely to have had an impact on the number of 

situations/outbreaks being reported to HPTs in these settings. 



Methodology, data sources and limitations

Definitions 

Cluster: two or more test-confirmed cases of COVID-19 among individuals associated with a specific

non-residential setting with illness onset dates within a 14-day period (in the absence of detailed

information about the type of contact between the cases).

Outbreak: two or more test-confirmed cases of COVID-19 among individuals associated with a

specific non-residential setting with illness onset dates within 14 days, and one of:

Identified direct exposure between at least 2 of the test-confirmed cases in that setting (for

example under one metre face to face, or spending more than 15 minutes within 2 metres)

during the infectious period of one of the cases

When there is no sustained local community transmission - absence of an alternative source of

infection outside the setting for the initially identified cases







Sources of data and signposting

Internal reports/updates

• Weekly COVID19_Epidemiological Internal Update report

• COVID-19 Exceedance Daily Review

• All regions PHE Situations of Interest daily update

• PHE NHS Test and Trace: Weekly Contact Tracing Report

• PHE Daily Care Home Report 

• PHE Educational settings weekly report for NERVTAG

• COVID-19: nowcast and forecast

Published reports

• Weekly Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Surveillance Report

• COVID-19: number of outbreaks in care homes – management information

https://www.mrc-bsu.cam.ac.uk/now-casting/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-covid-19-surveillance-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information


Data sources

Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 

Data as of 27 October 2020 00:00hrs

Laboratory-confirmed cases reported to PHE. SGSS data is further de-duplicated and cleaned by the PHE ICC 

Epidemiology Cell. The dataset includes all positive COVID-19 cases reported through both Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 testing. 

Numbers in most recent days may rise due to potential delays to data reporting and validation. The number of confirmed 

cases reflects both the case rate of infection and testing rates.

PHE Unified Sample Dataset (USD)

Data as of 28 October 2020 00:00hrs

Data on individuals testing negative for SARS-CoV2 in both Pillar 1 and 2. This data is deduplicated to only include one 

record for any individual who has had only negative samples

HPZone case and incident management system 

Data as of 28 October 2020 08:00hrs

Only outbreaks reported to PHE are included. Absolute numbers should be interpreted with caution. Reporting practice 

is known to vary with time and geography. Community outbreaks exclude outbreaks reported from secondary care and 

care home settings.


