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Urgent Appeal: Get your COVID-19 booster to protect yourself this winter

Vaccines have saved countless lives and continue to be our best way to protect
ourselves and our loved ones against COVID-19 — and have helped over the last few
months to bring communities back together. Thanks to this modern science, we have
also been able to come together in places of worship, to practice our faith safely.

There is now a new threat to our safety — the Omicron variant. This variant is
spreading fast, and the government has said we can expect a tidal wave of
infections. Earlier this week the UK'’s four Chief Medical Officers raised the COVID-
19 Alert level to 4, its second highest level, because of the evidence that Omicron is
doubling here every two to three days. We cannot make the mistake of thinking
Omicron cannot harm us — there are patients with Omicron in hospital right now.

The good news is scientists have said that the booster jab is the best way to tackle
this threat — the latest data shows that a third dose - a booster - is at least 70 percent
effective at preventing symptomatic COVID-19. It is vital that we all come together,
once again and get our booster jab to play our part in this national mission. More
than 25 million people have already received their booster jab, helping to keep
themselves, their friends and family safe this winter but we need everyone to come
forward to get ahead of this virus. The government has accelerated the booster
rollout so that all adults, anyone over the age of 18, can get their booster jab by the
end of the year.

If you have yet to get your first or second dose, it’s never too late — vaccines reduce
hospitalisations and deaths. Please come forward and get the vital protection you
need. You will be warmly welcomed.
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We urge everyone, not only to come forward yourself, but to encourage your friends
and family to book their jabs, on the NHS website or by calling 119 as soon as
possible and get this vital protection.
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