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Thank you for your response to my letter as Chair of the Advisory Committee on 
Business Appointments (the Committee), dated 19 October, in which you provided 
additional context regarding your role with GB News. This is attached below. 
 
You informed the Committee you were first asked to appear on GB News around the 
time of its launch as a contributor, when there was another presenter for the show.   
You did not believe being a contributor to a news programme required an application 
to the Committee. You confirmed that over time the format altered and you now 
present the same programme.  
 
I note you said it is clear your role does not draw upon any privileged information 
from your time as a minister.   I mentioned previously that in the Committee’s 
experience, the risks for journalism appointments under the Rules are usually limited 
as a result of high level transparency. However, not seeking the Committee’s advice 
before taking up this role, no matter the limitations in the risks, is not in keeping with 
the government’s Rules.  The Rules are a set of principles that exist to protect the 
integrity of government.   
 
As a former minister, as set out in the Ministerial Code,  an application is required for 
any appointments or employment and it is for ACOBA to assess the associated risks.  
I must remind you to seek advice on any future roles outside of government.  I have 
attached the most up to date guidance for former ministers for your reference.  
 
In line with the Committee's policy of transparency, correspondence on this matter 
will be published on our website (enclosed below); and this letter will be copied to the 
Cabinet Office, as the owner of the Rules.  It is for the government to decide what is 
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The Rt Hon Esther McVey MP 
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London 
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13 October 2021 
 

 
I am writing to you, as Chair of the Advisory Committee on Business Appointments following 
your recent contact with our Secretariat and media interest in your role at Good Morning 
Britain.   
 
You informed the Committee that you have been contributing to Good Morning News (GB 
News) since its launch in June 2021. You said that given that GB News did not exist when 
you were a minister; and your role is to discuss the news from the previous and forthcoming 
week, you were surprised to learn this role has any relevance to ACOBA. 
 
ACOBA does not seek to stop journalists from expressing their views generally, and certainly 
appearing as a guest for discussion would not fall to ACOBA for advice. ACOBA does not 
normally regard ‘one-off’ activities such as broadcasts or newspaper articles as 
‘appointments or employment’ under the government’s Business Appointment Rules (the 
Rules)1. 
 
However, the Rules are also clear that an application is required for any appointments or 
employment and it is for ACOBA to assess the associated risks.  In the Committee’s 
experience, the risks under the Rules in these types of appointments are usually limited.  
Previous advice for media roles, for example writing a column, have generally been subject 
to a standard set of conditions preventing individuals from: drawing on privileged information; 
and lobbying the UK government - in particular around regulatory and funding decisions.  
 
It is a breach of the Rules to take up work without first seeking and awaiting ACOBA’s advice 
where it is required. I am not certain if this role could be considered a ‘one-off’ or is a longer-
term arrangement. I would be grateful for clarification on this point.  If this does require an 
                                                
1https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governments-business-appointment-rules-for-former-
ministers/guidance-on-making-an-application-to-acoba-ministers 




