
 
                    

   

    
   

   
   

 
   

 
 

 

   
    

    

  
 
    

  
   

   
  

    

 

 

 

 
          

 
         

            
     

 
            

         
 

    
 

  
   

   
  
  

 
             

           
           

         
  

            
            

           
       

           
     

           
       
 

Defence Equipment and Support 
Secretariat 
#2043 Maple 0a 
Ministry of Defence 
Abbey Wood 
Bristol BS34 8JH 

Email: DES SEC-PolSec LE-JSC-WPNS@mod.uk 

Our Reference: 
FOI2021/04070 
Date: 
23 April 2021 

Dear 

Thank you for your email of 29 March 2021, requesting the following information: 

‘For the currently being released (Yamaha Grizzly 450 PTL QUADBIKEs) via 
Brightwells MOD disposals auctions, and to assist in the safe further operation of 
these vehicles by purchasers such as myself. 

Could you supply copies in PDF format of the AESP publications and Manuals that 
exist for the Yamaha Grizzly 450 PTL QUADBIKE please? 

Such as the following. 

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 
ILLUSTRATED PARTS CATALOGUE 
PURPOSE AND PLANNING 
MODIFICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS’ 

Your request has been handled in accordance with the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 

A search has been carried out of Ministry of Defence (MOD) records and we unfortunately do 
not hold any information relating to Technical Description, Purpose and Planning or Installation 
Instructions as copies of the relevant Army Equipment Support Publications (AESPs) no longer 
exist. 

The Illustrated Parts Catalogue is held, but is a copy of Yamaha parts catalogue YFM45FGX, 
1st Edition, which was published by Yamaha in August 2007. This has not been included as it is 
available to purchase direct from Yamaha; Section 21(1) of the FOI Act provides that 
information is exempt if it is reasonably available by other means. 

Our search has revealed a document relating to Modification Instructions which falls within the 
scope of your request. This is: 

• Army Equipment Support Publication (AESP) 2340-R-105-811 (August 2019) - ALL 
TERRAIN VEHICLE (QUAD) YAMAHA YMH450 GRIZZLY– Modification Instructions 
and Index 

mailto:LE-JSC-WPNS@mod.uk


 

 
          

 
           

       
             

    
 

             
              
         

           
              

    

                 
             

            
        

            
          

           
             

 

             
                  

               
            

              
              
           

           
               

       
 
              

            
          

           
         
               

        
 
 

 
 

  

A redacted copy is attached to this letter, which reflects the following. 

Section 40(2) has been applied to the document in order to protect personal 
information as governed by the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). Section 
40 is an absolute exemption and there is no requirement to consider the public interest 
in deciding to withhold the information. 

However, it was also necessary to consider withholding information under Section 26(1)(a) and (b) 
(Defence) and Section 38(1) (a and b) of the FOI Act. Section 26(1)(b) (Defence) applies to 
information which if disclosed would, or would likely prejudice the capability, effectiveness or 
security of any relevant forces. Section 38(1) (a and b) (Health and Safety) applies to information 
which if disclosed would or would likely endanger the physical or mental health of any individual or 
endanger the safety of any individual. 

As these two exemptions are both qualified it was necessary to undertake a Public Interest Test to 
determine whether the balance for withholding the information outweighs that for public disclosure. 

There would be public interest in enhancing the accountability of government by releasing, which 
would also demonstrate the MOD’s commitment to openness and transparency, thus making the 
Government more accountable to the electorate. The FOI Act also contains a presumption of 
release. However, releasing information about certain onboard equipment and components of the 
vehicle you own would provide a tactical advantage to those wishing to inhibit the MOD's current 
capability, effectiveness and security, thus resulting in the potential physical and mental harm to 
military personnel. 

On balance, the weight of public interest lies in withholding under qualified exemptions Section 26 
(Defence) and Section 38 (Health and Safety) of the FOI Act. I have set the level of prejudice 
against release of the exempted information at the higher level of “would” rather than “would be 
likely to”. On this basis, the relevant information has been redacted from the attached document. 

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance. If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this 
response, you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights 
Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-
IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 
working days of the date of this response. 

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be 
found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/. 

Yours sincerely, 

DE&S Secretariat 

https://ico.org.uk
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